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HE Wiſdom of God is that among all 
the Divine Perfections, that does moſt ex- 
- erciſe the Thoughts, and raiſe the Eſteem 
and Veneration of the pious and intelligent: Part of 
Mankind. With what- Advantage and Pleaſure 
have the Wiſeſt and Beſt of Men many times im- 
ploy'd themſelves in the Contemplations of that Wil 
dom, which diſplays it ſelf in the Works of Cre- 
ation and of common Providence: But it is in 
the Contrivance and Accompliſhment of Man's 
ERedemption, that this Wiſdom does appear moſt 
beautiful and pet moſt amazing. This here that you 
will find thebrighteſ# and the moſt compleat Diſcc- 
veries of that Wiſdom which is infmite and all- com- 
prehending: Here, more than in any other Inſtance 
whatſoever, God has abounded towards Us in 
all Wiſdom : Here, if any where, You-may view 
the Dimenſions of the Divine Miſdom: And if not 
ſee the utmoſt to which it poſſibly could reach, yet 
the greateſt Inſtance of it that ever did any 
way appear. Herg it diſplays it ſelf in all 
its various Folds and Windings, Eph. 3. 10. 
Here are its Treafures open d; and its Depths 
diſcover'd, g far at leaſt as is proper for our pre- 4 
| ſent State, Col. 2. 3. 1 Cor. 2. 10. = 
This. is the, great Myſtery of Godlineſs, 1 
1 Tim. 3. 16. that exerciſes the admiring and in- 
quiſitive Thoughts of the Holy Angels themſelves: 
even they, who yet are not Sharers with Us in the 
Advantage, do notwithſtanding ſtoop down with 
utmoſs Earneſtneſs and Application to pry into 
the Wonders of Redeeming Grace, 1 Pet. 1. 3 
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To the Reader. 


and to learn by the Church on Earth, that there 
are ſuch Reaches in the Wiſdom of God, as newer bad 
appear d in the Superior World, whether in his Dea- 


lings with Sinleſs, or with ſinning Angels. Eph. 


| 3. 10. And ſhall not We, h are moſt immedi- 


ately concern d in the amazing Deſign ; We, in 
whoſe Favour it was ſet on foot, and is carrying on 
to Perfection; ſhall not we oft and pleaſedly im. 
ploy our Thoughts upon this wonderful Wiſdom. \ 
The Pious and Ingenious Author bas impioy'd 


moſt uſeful and excellent Pains, to aſſiſt You in 

| Your Meditations upon this great Subject: That | 

this his elaborate Diſcourſe may greatly belp to- 

| ſpread the Knowledge of this Divine Wiſdom, ani 

the Wonders of Ag Grace in the World ; 
e 


that the Offers of this Wile Grace may thereupon be 


more highly eſteem'd, and more readily and univer- 


| fally complied with; and that thus Multitudes may 
be fitted for the Entertainment and Exerciſes of that 
Day, when the great Redeemer ſhall come to 
bee glorified in his Saints, and to be admired RF 
in all them that believe; is the earneſt. Prayer 
JJV EE RT 


London, Decem. = Deſirons to belp in the 
14, 1710. | ſame bleſſed Deſigns, 5 
B. Robinſon. 

W. Tong. 


e e e SP Ow) 


TDAge 13. line 11. read all, together. P. 14. Las. 
& *. Sinner, p. 31.1. 34. r. as Minerals, , © | 


at % 


4 «* X 1 


Y £ * % 4 : We Fg , * 2 £3 Wy N a e 75 


«SF . ; 9 4 - k 1 INS 
WY L n : a 
a. 1 

*. ar! # * , i* 9 


Ernzs 3 55 8. STEW 


I. Rs 55 bath {ala een de 


0 in all Ws ow. and rale. 


| a 


in God, is God himſelf. Who as 


can't act unjuſtly, becauſe of his Eſſential 


Rectitude; nor unwiſely, becauſe of his In- 


finite Wiſdom : : All the Acts whereof ariſe 


from one uncompounded Eſſence. But the 
ſame Eſſential Wiſdom as related to diverſe 


external Objects and Effects, may be diverſe- 


ly 5 of. And hence tis called Coun- 
ba Freſcience, i 3 „ „ Uader 


which 


| HE Divine Wiſdom: 3 as 


he could not but have been, and | 
cannot ceaſe to be; ſo could not  : 
but be Wiſe, and cannot ceaſe to be ſo. He 


18 A Diſcourſe of God's Wiſdom. 
| „ which Notion we now conſider it; 90 in 
4 the Effects and Objects ordered by it. 
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| -Now- the Suitableneſs of Cauſes to . 

j duce their Effects, the Subordination of one 

- Cauſe to another, and the abſolute 5 || 

. dance of particular Gauſes on the Univerſal, 
1 5 N e the T of , | 
Y , rom whence u r 
| | in the following 22 1 sto ew 
4 the Reciprocal Harmony of Cauſes bord. I 
14 nate with ſupream, and of both with our 
TY univerſal Apoſtacy ; together with the intire 
| Dependance of all on the Free Grace of God. | " 
— To which purpoſe the Text and Cohrext 
| are not unſuitable. Wherein we have, 
1 The Spring of Redemption diſcoverect. 
1 The Riches of e or God's gracious | | 
TE Nature. 2 

| 9 85 . The external meritorious Cane, Chriſt . 
1 by his Blood. | 
TR The Fruit Yiereofy Forgiveatd of Sin. # 
0 + The Diſplay of it; In all Wiſdom and 
i | OE Tous Prudence. 


Here ſeems to be an anbzibþj Climax: | 
. ME: 4 Wiſdom and Prudence, all Wiſdom and 7 
Fr 4 Prudence, abounding in all Wiſdom and 
195 — 4, Prudence. Who has abounded, Oe. God : 
; 2 1 che Father; expreſt in ver. 3. 
E In what? 2 In the Fruits of Grace through | : 
= | e refers Ohriſt, as to the Impetration and Applica- | 3 


| 10 N dleiſos. tion thereof. ESE 
F3 To whom? To Men, not Devils; ro- | 
a | 5 Ward A be 9 
= How? In all Wiflom andPruflence. _ . N 
I k)zhe Nature of the Privileges obtained | 
Sp. : Eh by Cuil ſhews in what a diſmal State by 


\ a 3 4 Fe © 246 * : i ; | * 2 5 Sin : 
| | | 3 


Aang of God's Wiſdom, 3 
Sig, God's merciful Deſign to recover us 
through a Redeemer doth preſuppoſe us. Ver. 4 
He hath choſen us to be holy, as foreſee- 
Ing us ſelf-deſtroy'd. To be without Blame, 
as being blame-worthy. In Love, this im- 
plies that we were hateful. Adoption pre- | 
uppoſes our Forfeiture of Birth-right Privi- Ver. 3. 
leges. , Acceptance, that by Sin we are con- Ver. 6, 
demnable. Redemption implies our Capti- 


0 
N 


vity 3 and Forgiveneſs our Guilt. 


in whom we have Redemption through his Ver. 7+ 
Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins, according to the 
= Riches of bis Grace: Wherein he hath abounded Ver. 8. 
= towards us, in all Wiſdom. and Prudence, © 
Now God the Father hath diſplay'd the 
> Wiſdom and Riches of his abounding Grace ; 
— Firſt, In finding out a Medium, by his 
7 Wiſdom, toredeem the fallen Creature, and 
vet maintain the Rectitude of his Nature. To 
5 FOI the Curſe, without damning the 
= Tranſgreſſor, and beſtow the Blefling with- 
= out Favour to the Tranſgreſſion. To ren- 
: der the ſinful Holy, the hateful Lovely, and 
t the blame - worthy without Blame. Aliens 
id adopted, Captives redeemed, Guilty forgi- 
ven, and Condemned juſtified. How has 
God abgynded in all Wiſdom? By this Ex- 
zh 3 pedient his Right of Government is aſſerted, 
4-3 and Mens Contempt thereof puniſhed. The 
2. Goodneſs of the Law vindicated, and the 
O- | Reaſonableneſs of Obedience enforced. The 
Sinner reconciled without a Reproach to 
. & Holineſs, and pardoned without a Wrong 
ed to Juſtice. Forgiveneſs juſtly - purchaſed, 
by and Eternal Lite graciouſly beſtowed, ' The 
in, Glory of Juſtice without a Satisfaction had 
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„ Diſcourſe of God's Wiſdom 
i | | n 11 Dat 
| not been preſerved, flor the Glory of Merey 
without Redemption been diſcovered, but 

| by this Means both in their Luſtre gre diſ- 

1 r 8 ele els Pri 
i - Secondly, God the Father has diſplay'd the 

A | Wiſdom and Riches of Abonnding Grace, 
1% in diſpoſing, by his Prudence, the ſeveral 
3B Parts of Redemption in ſuch a State of mu- 
1% tiual Dependance of, Subſerviency to, and 
Harmony with each other; as that neither 
£8 Free Grace, Chriſt's Blood, nor the Spirit's Effi- 
© © + _. eacy are eclipſed in their Glory: nor divine 
© © Inffitations with Man's Duty diſannutFd'in 

1 their Uſe. The Free Grace of God is high- 
. Iy advanced, and his Attributes not preju- 
diced. © Goodneſs is glorified, Wiſdom and 
= Power adored, Mercy, exalted, Juſtice and 
| HFHolineſs reverenced. The Mediator's Office 
, in all ics Branches is magnified; Its Harmo- 
ny with the Divine Attributes diſcovered, 

and the Sinners Abuſe thereof prevented. 

The Spirits Office in its Correſpondeney 

Res with Chriſt's opened. The Grandeur and 
/ Efficacy thereof maintained; and the Crea- 7? 
_ rures Subſerviency thereto encouraged. The | 

_ Goſpel and Miniſtry, as fubordinate Means 

eſtabliſhed; their Comportment with Chriſt's 

Office, and our Apoſtacy demonſtrated ; 

and the Sinners Duty in waiting thereon en- 

forced. The Exerciſe of Rational Faculties 

engaged, Induſtry excited, and the Honour 

of ſpecial Grace thereby defended. Grace 
kept on the Throne of its Glory, and ſinful 
Man held to his Duty. In ſhort, there's an 

admirable Harmony in Cauſes Supream with 

Subordinate, and in Subordinate with Su- 
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4 Diſcourſe f God's Wi . 


Team... A Trinity in Unity! in the Inſtru- 
jent, comporting with Unity in Trinity in 
the Agent. The Harmony is mutual and 
Tear geable : All received from God, 


all return d in Love and Praiſe to God the 
Father, through the Son, by the Spirit, un- 
til God ſhall be all in all, And "then, as 


Grace harmonized wich Glory, fo will im. 
preſſed Glory harmonize with reprefented 


Glory, 2 we ſhall ſee clearly, as all Be- 


nefits and Duties flowed from the Divine U- 


nity Wa, Trinity, ſo all endeth in the Glory | 
al 


iſe of Trinity! in Unity for ever. 
WT to the Impetration or Procurement of 


1 {dom is glorious in the . 5 


tablenefs of Caufes to Effects, in the 


tude of Means to their End, and i in the, 5 a 5 


procal Harmony of both. 


cke Parts of this conrived Mediums 
? well as the whole diſcover Depth of Pru- 
dence. We'll conſider the Diſplays of Wiſ- 


dom in bot. 
If, With reſpect to the Perſon of che Re- 


dieemer. He that is the middle Perſon be-. 
=Z tween. the Father and Spirit, muft be the 


middle one to mediate betwixt two chat are 


At Variance. God and Man united in one 


Perſon, in order to unite, God and Man! in 
one Covenant. 
The righteons Branch of Davil; ad. Yet 


the Lora: our. Righteouſneſs. The Meſſen- Jer 28, 
per of the Covenant, and yet the Lord of 546. 
the Temple. A Citizen of obſcure Bethle- Mal. 3-5 
bem, and yet the *Ru ler whoſe Goings forth 
arè from re, The Seed of the Wo. 
man r and Vet bruiſeth the Serpent's Gen. 3. 
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1 6 ADiſcourſe of God's Wiſdom. 
2 among his Brethren, and yet to be heard on 
i pain of Death, Great is the Myſtery of 
| © Goglinefs, God manifeſt in the Fleſh, The 
j Fitneſs of his being a Mediator by Nature, 
l to be a Mediator by Office, diſcovers Depth 
of Wiſdom. He is Man to obey, God to 
merit by Obedience. Man to ſuffer, God 
to conquer. Man by Death to acquire Hap- 
paineſs for us, God by the Congueſt thereof 
to apply Happineſs to us. Man could not 
conquer Death, God could not ſuffer Death, 
but God: man in Union could die, and not 
:: 3 be balden of Death. And herein he was 
wo . the Antitype of the Scape-goat, and Goat 
„„, offered in Sacrifice, How bas God .abound- 
* ais ed in all Wiſdom in the Fitneſs of oy 7775 
[; 0 LIES an 

fi 


| He c * ſtatic Union to execute his Prieſtho Mat 
A He lib to teach by Doctrine, God to teach efficaci- 
3 ouſly, Man familiarly. to inſtruct us, God 


| 1 to render us receptive of his Inſtructions. 
| 
| 
* 


| _ God only, had been too terrible for our 
. Guilt; Man only, too weak for our Relief; 

: but God-man, neither affrights us by his 
=_ Majeſty, nor diſcourages us by his Frailty. | 
= God to command, Man to obey ; God-man || 
e to ſet us an Example, and render us confor- 

| ES mable to it. 'God'to require Obedience, 
4 5 and God-man to convey Strength to be obe- 
x 8 dient. The Unionof Natures therefore qua- 
| llilities him for the CONE 06 Offices, and | 
=; Diftarge of Offices for Redemption. 
il As God, he hath Zeal for the Divine Ho- 
1 nmnour; as Man, Pity for our Miſery ; and as | 
| _—_  . God-man is capable to anſwer the Reſent- | 
Fe er G00, and Neggffciesof Man, "He | 
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4 Diff f Gods Wifi. 


Could vindicate the Majeſtic Pe fection 
which were affronted, and endure the Cala- 
mities which by Sin were deſerved. He 


could honotir Ned Diyine Government by his 
own Subjection, and reſtore. us to our Sub- 
chaſe our Bleſſedneſs, and 


ordination ; 3 


qualify us for” 7000 ment. God's dwel- 


Rop* Wick Man on Farch Hypoſtatically, was 


the greareſt Pledge that he wopld dwell with 


Nes rang 24h Can he remain diſtant 


from us, who in his Son is united to us? 


Can he 58 diſaffected to pur Perſons upon 
Union with our Natures? or be offended 


1 with | our Race, in which' perfect Innocency 


is found? He chat compo 
s allied to both' Parties ac Variance. | Son to 
God, Brother to Man, and as God-man is 
fit co make! up the Breach betwixt God and 
Man; by removing God's Averſion from 
Man, and Man's Averſion from God. The 


ö 
©. * K 8 
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HYp poſtatic Union is the Root of the Myſti- 
; and wecan't expect a greater Proof that 


b fall'n Man by! be re- admitted into the di- 


Vine 1 than the Aſſumption of human 


bn into Union wich the Divine Perſon. 
hrift's Manhood was full of Holineſs, an 


the DiyinePreſence, to exemplify what gra- 


Cious Hlapſes, and vital Trifluences, a Belie- 
4 Be e im may y enjoy while here. The 


ors by to eclipſe God s Goodneſs, 
1 de Mans Nature in Our Revolt; 


8 5 Static Union divine Goodndfs WE OL 
9 70 000 yd, and our Nature more eri- 
noble. ing Flora nh 2Twas neceſſa- 


40 


ry in order to cpi out Happineſs, that 
Henn ſhould be ſuffer d for Satisfaction; + and 
B 4 o0yer- 


:d the Difference 


1 Meakneſs of the Humanity for ſuffering, and 
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8 3 Diſcourſe.of God s Wiſdom. 


overcome for Salvation. Now here's the 


the Almightineſs of the Divinity for con- 

quering, He who from everlaſting, was.co- 

8 equal with God, in che Fulneſs of Time was 
Heb.2.14- equal with Man. And hence he is a pro- 


8 


per Days-man to lay his Hand upon both. 


bx zs, He, hath Intereſt in God, as being; God + 
and Intereſt in Many as being Man, and ſo. 
as God. man is fit to preſent the Requeſts of 
24h. There's an eminent Diſplay of Wif- 9 
dom in the other Parts of this contrived Me- 
dium, not only in the Redeemers Perſon, 
but in his Offices. And theſe we find ex- 
preſt together with the Union of Natures in 
1a. 9. 6. Unto ws, a, Cbild us horn, unto us @ Sn 
gen, and the, Goverment 1575 be upin his 

| Shoulders, and his Name ſhall. he called Wondere i 
fe al, Counſeller, the mighty God, 1 T4 laſt ing 3 
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ADiſcourſe of God's Wiſdom. 9g; ¼ 
none know. the Father but from him; the 
Life, becauſe none live but in and by him. 
Now the Diſplays of Wiſdom are Glorious 
in the Fitneſs of Chriſt's Offices to accom-+ 
ſider, eins ee ee eb Sort 2h 
He was to reconcile God to Man and 
Man to God. There was throꝭ the Fall two: 
great Obſtacles in the Way to our Happineſs: 
Guilt and Filth. We were guilty, and there- 
fore needed Pardon to th Acquired ; Filthy, 


* 


As Prieſt he hath, by Sacrifice honour'd Jus, 
tice, and ſorender'd it meet for God to par- 
don; as Prophet and King he enligbtens and 
guickens, and ſo renders us meet for Pardon. 
I be Honour of governing God's Juſtice by. 
his Prieſthood is aſſerted, a Suitableneſs ro 
God's Purity, by his other Offices is effected: 
Thus God is reconeil'd to Man, and Man to, 
God. How hath God abounded in all Wiſ- 


4 * 


and therefore needed Holineſs to be reſtor d. 


2 — _ 


dom! We were by Sin expos d to Ven- 
| a therefore needed an /atoning 
Sacrifice, that we might be forgiven con- 
 iſtently with;che Honour of Juſtice and Ho- -- 
lineſs. We were by Sin corrupted and de- | 
fil d, and therefore neęded the Divine Image- 
to be reſtor d. The Redeemer as authoris d, 
honours Juſtice and Holinęſs by his Prieſt- 
hood, and ſo reconciles God to Man. By 
his Prophetic and Kingly Office, thro his 
Spirit he cepairs the Divine Image, and ſo 


Fconciles Man to God. Thus he performs | 

2 Divine Wark for us and in us. In the Lord 

there is Righteouſneſs and Strength. He is 
made of God unto us Righteouſneſs, and 


| Sanctifi- 


r e W dE adds — 


| . | 
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7: 
. 10 A Pie of God's Wh 22 


1 Sanctification. God's invincible Hatred of 


1% Sin hinders his Accels to us, our inſuperable 


Enmity by Sinhinders our Approach to God. 


mer, his other Offices overcome the latter. 
As Prieſt he glorifies God's Attributes, ho- 


I nours his Government, and appeaſes his Ma- 
eee Prophet and King he Ae our 
| 1 Darkneſs, _ Satan, cleanfes our Na- 
x cures; arid reffores us to re ine. We 
| cannot be happy bur in the Rip Good, nor 
"4 ha py in him unleſs reſtor'd to Our Like- 
1 nes to him, nor reſtord to our Likeneſs 
SE to him, without the Knowledge of him. 
es} nn 2s Prieſt recovers us to Happineſs in 
13 God, by reſtorin figs As Prophet to dur Knows 
= | -- ledge oft God, and thereby as King ro Gur 
1 Bieſſeäne in God. Th Bleſſedneſs lies 
[ 78 in the Divine Pleaſure reſulting from the Ex- 
=— cellency of che Object, and Spritelineſs of 
ö E | the Act. Chriffs tinhrorlct Suitableneſs to 
. 1 raiſe us to it ſhews the manifold Wiſdom of 
3 Sod. AsPrieft - has remov'd what clouded 


the Excellency of the Obje&, and hinder'd 


bi Pleaſures the A of- Boktitude. | 


O33 ' 4 ” As: ' 881 +. * 


The Medlarors Prieſthood removes the for- 


2h; 


5 
1 1 | 2 Acceſs to it. As Prophet he has re e. 
7 BS fented its attractive Amia lenels, and! is a 
— | ; torizd to irradiate the Faculty. As King 5 
w kg<ormunicares Divine Life, 0 enable the 
SpPͤgculf to ack upon it, whence reſults the high- 
[BY N Plcaſire:* Ii ee Excellency bf che Ob. 

| L | ject there's ati Infinitude of Truth, ſuitable 
1 to our Mind, and of Goodneſs ſuitable our 
PA. | | Wills. In the Spritelineſs of the Ac! is Light 
} of Truth, and Loye of Goodneſs, "Which ri rake 
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OA Fhe Nature of our Ap. 
the eceſſity Nod Suitablenels of Chrilt 
Offices, and conſequently the Diff lays * 
Wiſdom ig their Ordination. As blind an 
norant, we needed God-man for out Ins 
1 9 9 90 As Rebels againſt the Diving Go: 
vernment, and enflav'd to the Devil and nd 
an 


we needed him for our King to ſubdue a 
conquer. As bound over to Judgment, 

| expos'd to Miſery, we needed him for dur 
Prieſt to intercede, Chriſt is made of God 
2 unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, and Sancti- 


fication, and by the Execution of his Offi- Cor. 1 


ges accompliſhes Redemption. Fallen M 
s not only plung d into Woe, but ſenſele F 
. . his Miſery, and the Way of Dank 7 5 
Jo remedy . Chriſt js made unto h m 
Wisdom, to teach him by his Spirit, in his 
own Way, his Diſeaſe and Cure. He is ex- 
Rege to Ye Law's Curſe, and the gnawing | 
eflections of an accuſing Conſcience: I. 
Curse this, Chriſt is made unto him Righteouſ- 
3 neſs, that our Bond to Puniſhment may be 
4 diflolv'd, and à well grounded Peace Sog. 
| firm?d. He is full of Enmity againſt God 
and ſhould Grace ſtoop no lower than a bars 
= Remiſljon, our Filth would damn us. To 
be deliver d from the Danger of Hell Without, 
= and 755 e Pls, Nat ui 22 1 
Wou a Iplendi 0 rather 
real Privelege. To remedy this, Chit is 
made of God unto us Sanctißcation. Thus 
God- man, as fitted by his Offices, and com- 
miſſion d by the Father, is univerſally ſuirable | 
to remoyg our Darkneſs. by his Prophetie 
Light, our Accurſedneſs by his Prieftly Me- 
rit, 
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and Deadneſs by his, Kingly: Power: 


his Sori 1 55 Chief. Prop 2 5 after he bad 
purged our Sins as hi er prielt, fat down bis 


the . and of the Divine Majeſty as. 


As under the Law's Curſe we dog 


Jafpifcaei0n „as void of the Divine 
' we want Sanctification, and as expos d to ch 


Pain of eternal Loſs and Senſe we want. 155 


Tification. ' Now God-man as fitted by his 
Offices, and authoriſed by che Faber, f cr 


Righteouſneſs toanſwer our Guilt, Holineſ: 


do remove, our Filth, Merit: to; acquire our | 
. Happiness, and Spirit to prepare us for it. 
Whenes you ſee E Suitablenels of Cauſes 


0 Effect and the Fitneſs of Means to at. 


| 1 their End, and conſequently, the Diſ- 


lays of Wiſdom in the Redeemer's Offices. 
Y. The Nature of our Salvation, an 


| We Was needful to our Inſtatement in it, 

| ſhews the Neceſſity of the Redeemer's Off | 
ces, and. the Diſplays of Wiſdom in their Or- 
dination. Three Things (as one obſerves 88 
are neceſſary hettto, Rat it be. er AC- 
abe and applied. God-man N 


res chis Salvation, which by 


17 79 as Prophet, and merited as, Prieſt; 


he Doctrine of our Prophet publiſheth 3 = 


the Merit of bur Pxieſt Acquires it, the Eff. 


cacy of our King applies it. 
5 PA The Neck u 


Mediator, 


theſe laſt Da $ hath Tpoken to us by 


rophet 
ature we 
are ignorant of. As Prieſt he acquires this 
Salvation which by Sin we left:, And as 
King applies this vations Which he has 


ity of the Union of each : 
; ce to maintain the Honour of God's At- : 
; tributes, and the Jenerable Dignity of the 


Metiator,” coptiftertly” with, the Holitefs, 
Comifotr, apo Happineſs of the Sinner, ſhews 
God's manifold Wiſdom in their Ordination. 
Divine Wiſdom is honour'd by his Prophecy, 
his Goodneſs by his Prieſthood, and Boe 
by his Kingdom. © Chriſt's Doctrine declares 
the firſt, his Teſtament the ſecond, and his 


Government the laſt. ' By his Priefthood Ju- 
ſtice is executed, and his Holineſs aſſerted; 

his Government vindicated, his Mercy mag- 
nified, and in altogether” his Wiſdom glori- 
fied. By his Prophecy all is reveal'd, and 

= our Ignorance cured. God diſcover'd to be 
= righteouſly merciful, and mercifully righte 
cus. | Holiheſs with Grace, and Grace with 
Authority, are conſiſtent. The Scepter of 


Juſtice is maintain'd, and the Indulgence of * 


Mercy is granted. The harmonious Con- 

= currence of each Office to ſupport the reſt, 

Z ſhews the Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery. Who 
dare deſpiſe his Teaching as Prophet, when 
they confider he is arm'd with Authority as 
King 2 Who can be terrified with his Ma- 
jeſty when they conſider his Tenderneſs as 

"7 Prieſt ? Each Office has a mutual Support 

from the reſt. As King he faves by Con- 

* queſt, as Prophet by Doctrine, as Prieſt by 
Ranſom. He teaches as Prophet what he 
has done as Prieſt, and will do as King. His 

* Prophetic Office ſubſerves the Honour of his 

7 Prieſtly; by the former he teaches the Neceſ- 

; ſity and Efficacy of his Sacrifice, how to be 

intereſted in it, and what Power is needful 

By the latter he fatisfies Juſtice, appeaſeth 
Majeſty, and procureth God's Favour 5 1 
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bo he yeconciles God, and informeth, Man | 


pork: then the ſubotdinate Means of Hap- 
eſtabliſhed, ae; Gone and Ai. 
pe mn and 2 made to gather. and 
e 185 Church. Our Hope there wore is 

upported, and our Reverence excited 


How admirably do Chriſt's Offices concur to | 
ſubjerys their mutual Honour! 


; aving then conſider d the Wiſdom of che | 
ary, we come, 


- Diligence enforced, and our Conſent 4, our i 4 
ted, aur Holineſs promoted, and appineſs 
Rs di: And in both our. Comfort enſured. | 


To ia I'M the Wisdom of the whole 3 


Enpodicht. together, which eminently wy 
Ter in that Medium whereby God exalts his 


his ot TY tributes. After Sin had entred 
into the orld, if the threatned Penalty was | 
not executed, the Honour of the ee 
and the Righteouſneſs of the Law had been 
5 reflected upon. If the Penalty was ex- | 
Fmeed, Me way. was eclipſed, and Ms 
es 8 If Vengeance be not taken 


e Sin, 45 re becomes of the Sinner, J 
Holinels is affronted, Juſtice not ſarished, 
and Wiſdom reproach? d. If Vengeance be 
taken on the Sin, the Honour of a wiſfes 
* Work of divine Coun- 

fel ſinks into Ruin, and the Devil triumphs 
in the Svcceſ; of his Cunning. Here are 
great Difficulties to be overcome, by reaſon 


Oreation i is loſt. 


of the contrary Demandsof ſeveral Attributes. 


Vengeance may be taken on the Sin, 
IF with- 


ercy, conſiſtently with the Triumphs of | j 


Juſtice calls for Execution, Mercy for Com- j 
bet It 15 not indeed difficult to conceive ; 
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n * 
"* # 


fe 4 uſe of God's Wi 2 


_— 0 5 be re 18. 

retch of fovereign cy, or de- 

; ſtroy d by the 2h of e But 

here lies the Myſt 121 how the curſe Reel 
Von ſhall be ppniſhed with Death, 


apoſtate Rebe re tor dto Hh, 


© Fruits of Mercy may be diſpens'd and the 
Rights of Juſtice eo frm off the 55 
= tence may be taken from 


¶ yerpaſt upon the Sin. The Tranſgreſſor =} 
= .quitted,/ and t EA: e Tranſ; reſſion condemn 
= The former reſtor d to Life, and. the latter 
2 puniſhed with Death. Who can -find out a 
22 Mzdium whereby. the ſeveral Pemands 1. 
4 the divine Attributes may 121 anſwer d? T. 
E a and in- 
277 5 


* 
EE a Fw 4 


4 — To 1 1 the Sin without darn 

1 = Sinner, acquit the Criminal without in- 
= Hel g the Crime, to ſend the former to 
ä and bring the Utto to Heaven. In 


Vicon the ee A 
the Sinner e i. aw e I 


the Sinner and 


bels 


— 


1 
Wwe, 1 
wid ; 5 ; 
6" 
1. 
4 ' 
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theſe! Stre weights Almighty ' Goodneſs ſum- 
mon d, as it were, all the Depths of Divine 
Councils together to find out a Medium to 
Anſwer all theſe Purpoſes. Now the Union 
of Natures in the Perſon of the Redeetmer, 
with the annexed Offices, is 1 bleſſed Ex. 
bedient. By this Medium all the Rights of 


the Divine Attributes are preſerv'd in their 
Harmony. Goodneſ: appears inexhauſtible, 

— _ formldabie, and the Divine Government 
venerable. The Puniſhment of the Sinner is 
tranſlated on the Subſtitute, that the Metirof 
the Subſtitute, may, according to Divine Or- 
der, be madeè over to the Sinner“ And ſo 
1 boils againſt the Rebellion, and tile 

Bowels of Mercy yearn towards the Rebel. 
The Deſigns of Mercy are accompliſh'd, and 
the Luſtre of Holineſs preſerv d; the Riches 
of Grace difplay d, and the Scepter of Jultice | 

reverenc d; the Honour of the Law-giver, | 
and the Equiry of the Law afſerted' 3 his 

Wrath appeas d, and the dreadful Sentence p 

= ſuſpended; his Right of Government 'vindi- | 

JJ diſgrac d, and Pardon diſpencd. 

WM The Law preſer vd from Contempt, and the | 

Creature not tempted to rebel. Man reco- 

ver'd, and the Divine Attributes not injur d. 


n 
$I" 
2 
1 7 . 
2 . 

„ 


1; 8 Grace magnified, and our Senſe of Duty not 
leſſen d. Here is the Depth both of the Wiſ⸗-· 
q dom and Riches of Grace. Holineſs trium- IN | 


phing in puniſhing the Rebellion, Mercy 

rr 116.5. exalted: in ſparing the Rebel. Glaciar it 
the Lord and Righteous. Righteous i in dam- 
ning the Sin, Gracious in forgiving the 
Pl. 25. 10. Sinner. Mercy and Truth have met" tooether, 
, and Peace have _ 
8 
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Man's Puniſhment is remiſſible, his Happi- 
neſs attainable, and the Rights of the Divine 
Attributes inviolable. Glory to God in the bigh- 
eſt, Peace on Earth, and good Will toward Man. 
The ſame God is irreconcileable to the Of- 
fence, and appeaſable to the Offender. There . 
is Forgiveneſs with thee that thou may ſt be feared. 
Thus you ſee the Wiſdom of Grace in the 
lImpetration of Redemption; We come now 
= to conſider it in the Application; and here 


its Says are.-gocous.. +. * 

I. In that the Fruits of Grace are diſpenſed 

from the Father through the Son, by the Spi- | 
rit, conſiſtently with the Glory of Divine | 
Power, Wiſdom. and Goodneſs. Power L 
2 wiſely creates by Goodneſs, Wiſdom kindly = 
= governs: by Power, Goodneſs powerfully We I 
& preſerves by Wiſdom: Almighty Goodneſs 1 
engaged Infinite Wiſdom and Power. Wiſ- "OY 
27 dom. contrived the Order of Application, | 4 
Power eſtabliſhed what Wiſdom had order- 
ed, and ſo the Fruits of Goodneſs are diſpen- — 


ſed in a way of Wiſdom by the Efficacy of 
Power. What Goodneſs will communicate, 
that Wiſdom will contrive ; what Wiſdom ſo 
contriveth, Power. accompliſheth. Hence 
effective Power is ſubſervient to directive 
Wiſdom in communicative Goodneſs, 
In our Return to God, he maintains the 
Glory of his Power, conſiſtently with the 
Glory of. his Goodneſs ; and therefore will 
not treat nor be treated with but by a Media- 
tor, in whom he aſſerts the Honour of his 
Majeſty, and yet ſtoops to our Neceſſity; 
deſcends to the Tranſgreſſor, and ſo advan- 
ces the Glory of Goodneſs; keeps his Diſtance 
„ os aria from 
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from the Sin, and ſo preſerves'the Hohourdf 
Holineſs. Thus he mäelge⸗ the Sinner, Wich. 
out Favour to the Sin, and exalts his Mercy 

without Prejudice to his Authority. "The Si 
ner therefore muſt come humbly and we] 
rently, confiderin ng his Rebellion, chearfully 
1 cConſidering his Gtace to penitent Rebels. 
1 Our Contempt of his Majeſty may cauſe us 
to be humble, his Rehn to forgive may 
cauſe us to be thankful.” His Sovereign SA 

dure forbids his immediate Approach to Ma 

our Rebellion hinders. our immediate Kool! 
to God. Our Return to God therefore by # 
Mediatot i is honourable to him, and comfor- 
table to us. Hence we miſt c come for Pat- | 
1 don with à due Senſe of our Ap poſtacy, and 
Reverence of affronted Ma iſty, with Pur= |: 
Y poſes againſt wilful Rebellion, and ef futures / 
Subjection. Again, God magnifies his Grace 
=: and Goodnch Lonfiſtent with his Wiſdom ard > 
SE . Power, and therefore has inſeparably-eon- | 
iq = © nected Benefits and Duties; emen Du- 
ties as Means to Benefits, and offered Bene- 
firs as Marives to Duty, threatned Ne Nees 
k Duty wich Loſs of Benefit, giv'n gracious 
N Help ta perform Duty, and an > acuakRighe 
in Benefits upon Performance thereof. Hence 
| he crowns his own, Grace with his” own 

| Gifts.” 18. T 190 of 
Kepentance and Per are cloſely con- 
nectefl, Kepent, chat your Sins mah be blot 
1 ted out. The former re uirecl f in order to the 
1 latter; he commands all Men every where 
= co repent. The latter Netten a Motive 
= to he former ; Repent for the Remiſſion of 
= - Sin. Impenitency tteaten d with 4 Loſs of 
fe Par don; 


n 
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Pardon; Except. yer repent ye ſhall. all periſh. 

* Chriſt honour d in working Repentance, and 
Grace exalted in beſtowing Forgiveneſs ; He 
is exalted a Prince and a Saviour to give Re- 
pefitance) and Remiſſion of Sin. Faich and 
Happineſs are inſeparably united; He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlaſting Life. 
The Duty r as 4 Means to the Bene- 

fit; this is his Commandment that ye believe. 
The Benefit offered as a Motive to the Duty, 
Believe in the Lord Feſus, and tbon ſhalt be ſaved, 
The Neglect of the Duty threat'ned, with a 
Lols of the Benefit ; He that believes not 
is condemned already, becauſe he believes not. 
Gracious Helps given to perform the Duty; 
what is the Greatneſs of his Power to ugward 
who believe. An actual Right in the Bene- 
fit upon Performance; To as many as received 
bim, to.them gave he Power to become the Sons f 
God, even to as muny as believe on bis Name. 
Thus God crowns his own Grace with his 
con Gifts; By Grace are ye ſaved thro Faith, 
and that uot of your ſelves, tis the Gift of God. 
Shall not he that contriv'd our Reconciliati- | 
on have the Right and Honour of eſtabliſn- 
ing the Method of being actually reconciled ? 
As a Surety and Sacrifice could not be admit- 
ted in our ſtead after the Fall, without the 
Concurrence of the Supream Law-giver ; ſo _ 
neither can the Sinner be actually ſaved in 
its Virtue after tis offered, but on Compli- 
* ance with the Forms God eſtabliſhed in its 
Admiſſion; And therefore our actual Inte- 
reſt in God's Fruits of Grace is only on per- 
* ſonal Compliance with God's Terms of. 
Grace. Hence Grace-is diſpenſed in ſuch a 


20 l Diſcou ſe of God's Wiſdom. . | 
wiſe Order as enforceth Diligence, excites 
Care, encourages Hope, and condemns 
Neglects. Conſequently the Redeemed are 
not lawleſs, Ordinances uſeleſs, nor Induſtry 
needleſs. God has wiſely contriv'd the Ac- 
| knowledgments of his glorious Attributes in 
the Sinners Return through his Son, by. his 
Spirit to himſelf: By making him ſee his 
Loſs and Miſery, being e and helpleſs, 
and that all is of free Gift, he is fore'd to a- 
ſcribe all to free Grace. By making him ſee 
his Weakneſs and Deformity, he is forced to 
own the need of Divine Help, and ſo to give 
him the Glory of his Power. By making him 
ſee his Averſion to God, and Antipathy a- 
gainſt all Good, he is forc'd to give him the 
Glory of his Holineſs. By ſhewing him his 
Obnoxiouſneſs to Death, and that it would 
be an Act of Juſtice to damn him, he is ford 
to give him the Glory of his Righteouſneſs, 
In ſhort, ſince he, applies his Grace conſi- 
ſtently with the Honour of Divine Authori- 
ty, and Majeſty, a Mediator on God's part, 
and Reverence on the Sinners part, is neceſ- 
_ ſary. Since he applies his Grace conſiftent- |? 
ly with Wiſdom, Ordering, and Power or- 
daining. The Subordinarion of Offices and 
Ordinances, to'the Spirit, with the Demands 
of our ſtated Attendance thereon, is ſuitable 
to and conſiſtent with the Honour of his glo- 
rious and moſt ſoyereignly free Grace. 
22. The Diſplays of Wiſdom. are glorious, 
in that the Fruits of Grace are communicated 
from the Father, through the Son, by the 
| pSpPpirit conſiſtently with the Glory and Ho- 
| b nour of all the Redeemer's Offices. iO 
Ft e Ad- 
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A Diſcourſe of God's Wiſdom: 21 
admirably harmonize with God's Attributes, 
and comport with our Apoſtacy, preſuppoſe 

our Miſery, and are ſuited to our Recovery. 
God would diſplay his Wiſdom in the Appli- 
cation of Redemption, and therefore authori- 
ed Chriſt a Prophet to declare it, and will 
have his Son honour'd as ſuch, by the Sinner's 

2 hearty Conſent to him in order to be taught 

as a Diſciple in his Way. God will diſplay 
his Goodneſs, in the Application of Re- 
demption, and therefore authorized Chriſt a 
Prieſt, by Sacrifice, to remove the Obſtacles 

of its Effuſions, that the Fruits of Mercy may 8 
be diſpenſed without Prejudice to the Rights 

of Authority. Therefore all that come to 
God by him, muſt ſubmit to his Righteouſ- 
neſs, as the Ground and Cauſe of all they en- 

oy, or hope to enjoy. Pſal. 7 r. 16. I will 
male mention of thy Righteouſneſs, even of 
tbine only. God will diſplay his Power in 
the Application of Redemption, and ſo au- 
£23 thoriz'd Chriſt a King to ſubdue and rule; 
therefore all that come to God by him mult 
ſubſcribe to his Sovereigaty, and conſent to 
be his Subjects, to be rul'd by him. Now as 
God is Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, ſo 
2 Chriſt is Prophet, Prieſt and King. Conſe- 
quently his Offices muſt correſpond with 
theſe Attributes. An authoriz'd Prophet to 
publiſh the Contrivances of Wiſdom, an au- 
thoriz d Prieſt to merit the Fruitsof Goodneſs, 
an authoriz d King to diſplay the Glory of 
Power. In him there's Almighty Power, by 
which he wrought Miracles; admirable Wiſ⸗ 
dom, by which he governs his Kingdom; 
gaſtoniſhing Goodneſs, by which he faves the 


Diſcour ſe of God's Wiſdom, | 
Church. Hence every Office hondurs God, |: 
magnifieth Chriſt ;-and engageth Man, pre- 
ſuppoſeth our Apoſtacy, and is ſuited to our 
Recovery. His Prophetic Office ſuppoſes us 
funk from our Knowledge of the Chief Good, 
and the Way to its Enjoyment, into a State 
of Blindne 85 Ignorance, and Errour. His 1 
Kingly Office ſuppoſes us funk from our Sub- 
jection to God, and Strength to obey ; into a 
State of Weakneſs, Enmity and Rebellion: His 
Prieftly Office ſuppoſes us ſunk from Bleſſed- 
neſs in God, our Deſerts of Death, and Ina- 
bility to ſatisfy Juſtice, into a State of Selfiſh- [2 
neſs, Idolatry and Miſery. Now as they im- 
_ ply our Calamity, they alſo are adapted to 
our Relief. The Prophetic Light megts with 3 
our Ignorance, the Prieftly Merit with our 
Miſery, the Kingly Power with our Enmity. 

A Teacher is ſuitable tothe Ignorant, an Ad- 
vocate to the Guilty, and a Saviour to thoſe! 8 
in Miſery. Conſequently Chriſt as authori 
zed is univerſally fit to reſtore us to Blefſed.7 
neſs in God as Prieſt, by reſtoring us to ou 

| Knowledge of God as Prophet, and Obe di- 
ence to God as King. Every Office there. 
fore, is apt to excite our Reverence, and 
ſupport our Hope; to nouriſh Humility, and 
raiſe Gratitude, to glorifie Chrift, and fav 
the Sinner. As Reconciliation' preſuppoſe 
a Breach of Friendſhip, Remiflion our Bond 
to Puniſhment, SanRification our Filth, and 
Adoption our Forfeiture of Privileges ; {0 

a Reconciler is ſuitable betwixt Enemies, | 
Saviour for the loft, a Surety for the info! } 
vent; a Redeemer for Captives, and an Inj 
zerceſlor for Offenders, When clouded witlf 
a A e 
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Ignorance, how ſuitable was Light to guide 
225 When ftray'd out of the 9 
ſuitable the Way it ſelf ſhould deſcend to di- 
rect us? When loſt the feeling of our Loſſes, 
how ſuitable: that Life ſhould quicken us, 
yea, quicken in us a Senſe of our Loſs 2 When 
ſunk into Enmity, how ſuitable was an ear- 
neſt Image and Pattern of Love to allure us? 
In the Application of Redemption, as God 
provided for the Honour of his Goodneſs 
3 conſiſtently with the Honour of Wiſdom 
and Power, ſo for the Honour of Chriſt's 
Prieſthood, conſiſtently with the Honour q 
of his Prophecy and Kingdom. As none 4 
muſt contemn God's Majeſty, becauſe of his — i 
Compaſſion, ſo none muſt deſpiſe Chriſt's 
= Government becauſe of his Bloodſhed ; fince 
tt ſecures the Honour of God's Authority, as 
well as the Sinner's Indemnity. Our Blind- 
gneſs requires his Help as Prophet, our Dead- 
3 neſs his Power as King, as well as our Ac- 
curſedneſs his Merit as Prieft. Now the 
3 Wydom of God is evident in that the Me- 
3 thod of our Recovery upholds the Honour of — —_ 
3 Chriſt's Advocateſhip, conſiſtently with the 1.2 
% Honour of his. other Offices. He makes the I 
oF Sinner fee his Ignorance, and therefore the 
Need of God-man for his Inſtructor; his 
oy Captivity to Sin, and therefore the Need of 
13 God-man for his Ranſomer ; his Obnoxiouſ- 
= neſs to Wrath, and therefore the Need of 
= God-man for his Deliverer. Conſequently, 
from a Senſe of Blindneſs we muſt conſent ro 
be taught by him as Prophet; from a Senſe - 
of Guiltineſs, conſent to be ſaved by him as 
Prieft ; from a Senſe of Deadneſs, conſent to 
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24 ADiſcourſe of God's Wiſdom. 
be quicken'd by him as King; and all this 
- - with a Reſolution to be Teachable as a Diſci- 
ple, under him our Prophet; Governable as 
a Subject, under him our King; in a Way of 
fiducial Dependance on him our Prieſt. . For 
Chriſt teaches the Way to Heaven as Prophet, 
he opens the Way. to Heaven as Prieſt ; and 
brings into the open'd Way as King. He 
_ preached glad Tidings to the poor as Prophet, 
binds up the broken-hearted as Prieſt, and o- 
| Pens the Priſon to ſuch as were bound as 
King. God will not reduce a Sinner to him- 
ſelf with Prejudice to the Redeemer's Glory, 
55 and therefore wiſely communicates his Grace 
. conſiſtently with the Grandeur of all his Offi- 
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iN ces, by making the Sinner clearly ſee his 
4 Need of all, humbly own his. Want of all, 
4 Tech. 6. and thankfully ſubmir to him in all. Our Sa- 
i 3  viouris a Prieſt upon the Throne, advanced 

4 upon a Throne of Government, and there- 
fore we muſt come reverently ; upon a 

1 Throne of Free-Grace, andtherefore wemuſt | 
Y come cheerfully. - Amazing Wiſdom ! that 
f the Glory of the Redeemer, and Peace of the 
8 | Redeemed, ſhould be thus confulted! How 

{ wiſely is an Acknowledgment of the Re- 

h deemer's Glory contriv:d in the Application 

fl Of Redemption. > ͥ i230 10095 

a  34ly. God's Wiſdom in the Application of 

7 Redemption appears, in that the Fruits of 

if | Grace are diſpens'd from the Father, thro” 

10 the Son, by the Spirit, conſiſtently with the 
Neceſſity and Glory of the Spirit's Office. 

il in all intelle&ual Beings we conceive three 

| Principal Faculties ; Underſtanding, Will, 
1 Fnd Efficacy. Correſpondent hereto is Pow 


enn oben. 
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A Diſcourſe of God's Wiſdom, 
er, Wiſdom; and Goodneſs; Divine Good- 


neſs diſcover'd it ſelf in the Perſon of the Fa- | 


ther, the eternal Spring of Divine Commn- 
nications. Divine Wiſdom diſcover'd it ſelf 


in the Perſon of the Son, removing the Obſta- 


cles of thoſe Communications. Divine Pow- 
er exerted it ſelf in the Perſon of the Holy 
Spirit, rend' ring our Minds receptive thereof. 
According to that Oeconomy whereby the 
Order of Subſiſting proper to each Perſon is 
intimated ; Power is aſcrib'd to the Father, 
Wiſdom to the Son, Goodneſs to the Spirit. 
To be Originally of Himſelf is peculiar to the 
Father, to be Begotten peculiar to the Son, 
to proceed from Both peculiar to the Spirit. 
The Spirit is revealed by himſelf, the Son re- 
vealed by the Spirit, the Father revealed by 
Both. He is a Spirit of Wiſdom diſcover'd 
by Prophecies, a Spirit of Power by Mira- 
cles, a Spirit of Goodneſs by Sanctification. 

A Spirit of Wiſdom to inſtruct us, of Power 


to quicken us, of Goodneſs to attract us by 
Co-operation with Goſpel-Doctrine, which 


Doctrine had its Original from God the Fa- 


ther, was publiſhed by God the Son, and ſea- 


led by God the Holy Ghoſt. He impreſſes 
the Divine Image on the Scriptures upon the 
Soul, by efficient Motions as a Spirit of Po W -- 


er, in ſapiential Order as a Spirit of Wiſdom; 


with attractive Communication as à Spirit 


of Goodneſs, and therefore is a Spirit of Life, 


Light, and Love; of Light to diſpel our 


Darkneſs, of Love to conquer our Averſion, 

of Life to remove our Deadneſss. 
_ .:Where ſeveral Con- cauſes are requiſite to tze 
Production of an Effect, there the Effect can- 


not 
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Work of the Spirit, ne're a perfected” Being. 


Merit of the Son; We can ne're have an In- 
tereſt in the Son, but by the Efficacy of the 


” —— 2 3s -- e ⅛ . 


26 4 Nſſcunſe of God's Wiſdom, | 
not -be- wrought till the laſt Cauſe has done 


the Father, and redeemed by the Son, can 


the Father, we could never have had 4 Being; 
without the Redeeming Work of the Son, 


us, unleſs the Spirit of Chriſt ſanctifies us. 
Whence appears the Neceſſity of his Office, 


_ PO — 


its Part. Therefore none, tho elected by 


2 


FFF 


be in a State of Salyation, till ſanctiſied by 
the Spirit. Without the Creating Work of 
ne re a Well-being ; without the Sanctifying 
We could ne re have had Acceſs to the Fa- 
ther's Grace, ſince the Fall, but thro' the 


Spirit. The Free-Grace of God will never 
ſave us, the Blood of Chriſt will never juſtify 


and its Execution, with the Honour that is 


rit's Agency with the Office of God- man, 


ſerviency to Chriſt's Prophetic Office, Teach- 


terceeding. As Chriſt was ſent to glorify 
the Father, ſo the Spirit was ſent to glorify 


Joh. 16; 
14, 15. 


of Wiſdom. The Holy Ghoſt; conſider d as 
2 Spirit of Illumination, is the Effect of 
Chriſt's Prophecy; as a Spirit of Conſola- 
tion, the Fruit of his Prieſthood; as a Spirit 


due thereto. Now the Harmony of the Spi- 


who ſent the Spirit, is an amazing Diſplay 


of Life and Glory, the Gift of his Kingdom. . 
As Chriſt's Subſtitute he enlightens in Sub- 


ing: He quickens in Subſerviency to Chriſt's 
Kingly Office, Subduing: He comforts in 
oublerviency to Chriſt's Prieſtly Office, In- 


Chriſt. As Chriſt had a Command from the 
Father, what he ſhould ſay and ſpeak ; fothe | 
Spirit had his Inſtructions from Chriſt, what 


» 
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to reveal. As Chriſt was the grand Promiſe = 
of the Old Teſtament,” ſo the Spirit of the 
New. It was under his peculiar Conduct as 
Chriſt's Subſtitute that the Divine Word was 
reveaFd, confirm'd and committed to Wr: 
ting, not only for the Uſe of the firſt Age, : IT e 
but ofall Succeſſions in the Church. Tis b 
his Agency that the Truth of theſe Re- 
cords are ſucceſſively confirm'd by his conti- 


nued Divine Efficacy on Mens Souls. 
Aby. God's Wiſdom in the Application of 
Redemption appears, in that the Fruits f 
Grace are diſpenſed from the Father, thro 
the Son, by the Spirit, conſiſtently with the 
Honour and Uſe of the Goſpel and Miniſtry, 
3 as Means ſubordinate to the Spirit ofthe R. 
"3 deemer. Of his own good Will begat he us, with Jam. 1. 
3 the Word of Truth. The univerſal and parti-2* 
cular Cauſes are united in Operation. Tis 
no Diſhonour for the Supream to work b 
the Subordinate, becauſe God operates by 
the Immediation of his own eſſential Vertue. 
The Spirit's Agency therefore is as much to 
bde reyerenced in Effects produced by the Go—- 
ſpel and Miniſtry, as if theſe ſubordinate 
Means had not been eftabliſhed ; and conſe- 
quently the Intervention of Means with the 
* Sinner's induſtrious Uſe thereof, doth not © 
'} prejudice the Son or Spirit's Glory. As in 
the Kingdom of Nature, God could produce 
all natural Effects without any Subordina- 
tion of natural Cauſes; fo in the Kingdom 
of Grace, he could gather and perfect his 
Church without any Subſerviency of Moral 
_ Caufes ; but tis for the Glory of his Per- 
fections to diſpenſe the Fruits of S in 


n 


28 A Diſcourſe of God's Piſdum. 
ſluch an eſtabliſned Order, as exalts his Wif- 
dom, and aſſerts his Authority, without leſ- 
ſening the Triumphs of Mercy. The Go- 

ſpel and Miniſtry therefore are ſubordinate to 

the Spirit's Influences; hence ſaid to work to- 

2 Tim. 3. gether with him; and able to make us wiſe 
15. unto Salvation. The engrafted Word, able to 
21. | . - | . a R 
2 Cor. 10. of trong Holds. In their Subordination are called 
4 "ug 10.5 Miniſtration of the Spirit; The Power of God 


2 Cor. 3. fo Salvation; The Grace of God bringing Sabvati- 


1 on; Great Salvation; The Mord of God's Grace; 
16. Tie Arm of the Lord, and Sword of the Spirit 3 
Tit. a. 11. The 2 of the Croſs to them that are 
_ Heb. 2. 9. ſaved; The Power of God: It pleaſed God by the 
 Fooliſhneſs of Preaching to ſave ſuch as believe. In 
Feſus Chriſt I bave begotten you in the Goſpel. 


Ihe Suitableneſs of the Divine Image on 


this Word, to impreſs the Pivine Image up- 


on the Soul, ſhews God's Wiſdom in 
the Application of Redemption. "Tis a 
Doctrine of Wiſdom diſcoverd in the 
Platform of Mercy; a Doctrine of Goodneſs 
diſcover d in the Benefits it reveals; a Do- 
kftrine of Power diſcoyer'd in the holy Effects 
it worketh. A Doctrine of Wiſdom, and 


therefore adapted to the Ignorant ; a Do- 


&trine of Power, and thęrefore adapted to the 


Obſtinate, fit to conquer Rebels; a Doctrine 
of Goodneſs, and therefore ſuitable to Ene- 


mies. A Doctrine of Wiſdom to cure our 


Blindneſs, of Power to quicken us under 
Deadneſs, of Goodneſs to conquer our A- 


verſeneſs. A Doctrine of Wiſdom to inſtruct 
us, of Power to ſubdue us, of Goodneſs to 


allure us; and therefore in all its Branches 


ſuited 


Jam. 1. (awe: Are mi biy through God for the pulling down 
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A Diſcourſe of God's Wiſdom. 29 
ſuited to our Blindneſs, Rebellion, and En- 
mity. It contains the higheſt Truth with its 
Evidence, and therefore is moſt credible, as 
being adapted to our Underſtanding. It re- 
veals the higheſt Good, and therefore is the 
moſt eligible, as being adapted to the Will. 

It contains che beſt Means and Motives to 
Grace and Glory, and therefore is moſt de- 
rable, as being calculated to Self- Preſerra- 
F w . 
Not only the Suitableneſs of God's Image 
on the Word, to impreſs his Image on the 

Soul, but the Harmony of this Goſpel with 

the Redeemer's Offices, is a wonderful Diſ- 

play of Wiſdom. As the ſame Redeemer is 

Prophet, Prieſt and King, ſo the fame Go- 

2 ſpel is the Doctrine of this Prophet, the Te- 

2 ſtament of chis Prieſt, and the Rule of this 

King; and therefore has three Branches 

ſubordinately correſponding therewith. Tis 

the Doctrine of God-man Prophet, revealing 
the Wiſdom of the Father in Redemption; 
tis the Teſtament of God - man Prieſt, con- 
taining the Goodneſs of the Father towards 
the Redeemed]; the Rule of God · man King, 

2 diſcovering the Father's Power over the Re- 

77777000“ 9 OMIITRT 1 

Furthermore the Harmony of the Miniſte- 

rial Office in its main Branches with the Go- 

ſpel, and of both Goſpel and Miniſtry with 

Chriſt's Offices and the Spirit's, ſnews the 

Wiſdom of God's Works of Grace. The 

2 ſame Goſpel is the Doctrine of our Prophet, 

the Teſtament of our Prieſt, and the Rule of 
our King. The ſame Miniſterial Office au- 

thorizes to teach this Doctrine, to * - 
ny W 
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30 A Diſcourſe of God's Wiſdom. | 
' Teſtament, and to govern by chis Rule. Mi- 
niſters therefore are ĩmpower d and engagd | * 
by Office, to preach this Doctrine ſincerely, 
to ſeal this Teſtament regularly, to govern 
5 by this Rule univerſally. To teach this Do- 
= &rine of Free Grace revealed by Chrift/the |? 
Prophet purely, to adminiſter the Teftamen: 
tory Seal of the Prieſtly Saviour orderly, and 
to govern the Church according) to the Rule 
of Chriſt their King conſtantly. Hence the 
ſame Minifterial Office harmonizethwith the 
Goſpel; both harmonize with Chriſt's Offi- 
_ ces; Wiſdom conſequently is glorified as well | 
as Grace exalted in the Application of Re- 
demption. Not only the Correſpondence of 
theſe with each other, but the Comport- 
ment of both in their reſpective Order with 
Chriſt's Gloty, and the Sinner's Apoſtacy, is 
al „ eur 56 oor 4 
jpel, as it reſpects Chrift; ſpreads his Glor7 ; 
as & reſpects tlie Sinner, is Fired to his- Re- 
covery. Chriſt's Wiſdom as Prophet decla- 
„ Yo” red by. his Doctrine, his Love as Saviour de- 
A _ _clared by his Teſtament, his Power! as King 
| declaredbyhis Law. He is mànifeſted to be 
Wiſe by his publiſned Doctrine, Gracious by 
Teſtamentory Gifts, and Venerable by his 
Authoritative Demands of Acceptance. This 
Doctrine of Grace: meets with our Igno- 
rance, this Teſtament of Love with our En- 
nuty ; tht Royal Demands of our King with 
our rebellious Obſtinacy/ And therefore the 
Glorification of the Redeemer; and Salvati- 
on of the Sinner, mutually ooncur by the'Gos | 
©. | ſpel and Miniſtry. The Spiritual Diſtemper We 
= of a Sinner lies in the. Blindneſs of his Un- 
| | C ns derſtanding, 
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derſtanding, and dbſtihate Perverſeneſs 1 
bis Will; now what is more ſditable to re- 
move Moral-Blindneſs than Goſpel Light; : 
che Miniſtry to opem and apply it, with di. 
ligent Attendande thereon, under the en- 
üghtning Spirit. What more ſuitable to re- 
move the obſtinate Perverſeneſs of the Will, 
than concluſive Arguments :drawn from the 
Word managed by an authorizd Servant of 
2 Chriſt in his Name? How ſuicableare Mini- 
ſterial Inſtructions to our. Ignorance? Mini- 
ſterial Peeſwaſions to our Obſtinacy? Wiſe 
dom therefore is glorified, and Grack exal- 
ted in the Harmony of God's Works of Grace. 
The Goſpel and Miniſtry ate both together b 
4 ſo calculated to the Reaſon and Condition of 
fallen Man; that if any thing will work up⸗ 
1 Jon a reaſonable Creature, conſider d as a fub- - M 
ordinate Means; this muſt. The:Weakneſs of 5 — 
the Sinner to ſaving Good does not ſo much 4 
Fiſe from want of Natural Faculties, as of 
: Divine Habits and Gracious Principles, even 
; from Deviliſh Qualities, blind Ignorance, 
Ficious Perverſeneſt, and ſtubborn Maligni- 
1 N. Conſequently the Goſpel and Miniſtry 
have a natural Fitneſs as a „ Means 
1 0 remove the Dilcalednebs of the ren 
Nature. 11 $ID, 
tb. God's W icon in the Application 
5 Redemption appears, in that the Fruits of | 
[ race are diſpenſed from the Father thro”. 
he Son, by the Spirit, conſiſtentiy with the | 
Exerciſe of Man's F effencial Nature. Some — 
Thing are Subſtance without Life, are Mine- : I 
als; ſome Subſtance: | and Life without ; 
* as . ; ſome ee * 
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ceive Man was made in the Image of God. 


cherefore has a Faculty of Underſtanding | 
It willeth, and therefore has a; Faculty o 
Willing. It acteth, and therefore has a Fa. 
flow from one uncreated Cauſe, ſo a Trinity 
ol Faculties ariſes from eee of "Mental 
_ Subſtance; all one with the Sou . 
but not one and the ſame Faculties; A 
and Will to command: Three in One, ang 


whole Soul underſtandeth, the whole Soulwilf 


rational Mind. But the Moral Image bein 


Blindneſs in the Mind, a rooted Perverſeſ 


and Senſe witliout Reaſon, as Brute Ani- 
mals; but Man is compounded of all toge- 
ther, and therefore in the Unity of Human 


Nature; is a Trinity of the Vegetative, Sen- 
ſative, and Rational Nature. This Mental 


Animal, or Incorporate Mind, is the Epitome 
of Heaven and Earth, and in his Nature allied 


to both. Now as there is a Trinity of Sub- 
ſiſtencies in the Unity of the Diyine Eſſence, 
ſo there's a Triplicity of Faculties in the Uni -- 


ty of the. Rational Soul. Hence the Mind] 


created in its natural Frame harmonizeth | 
with the Mind uncreated. Thus we con- 


By the Soul's Acts we know its Faculties, 
and ſo its Nature. It underſtandeth, and 


culty of Acting: For every actiye Nature i 


a 4 pro je, K ge 


in Eſſence 


r 


active Power to execute with Mind to guide 2 
One in Three. The whole Soul acteth, thi 


leth, and yet to underſtand is not to will, ant 
to will is not to perform. Therefore there, 
-a Triplicity of Faculties in the Unity of th 


loſt from off the Natural, there is a nativ! 


neſs in the Will, and ſpiritual Deadneſs b | 
oft. ws . =" "ol 
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off A+Neceflity of Prophetical Doctrine, to 
comport with our . of the Prieſtly 
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EKingly Authority, to ſubdue our Rebellion. 
A Neceflity of our hearing this Doctrine, con- 
ſidering this Teſtament, and attending to 
Prophet to inſtruct us, the Teſtament of our 


command and threaten us, in order to get a 
right Diſpoſition in the Soul to know, love, 


Truth, and holy Power to live according to 


in a way excitive and perfective of the Na- 


ural Image. His Work upon the Mind is 
not inſtead of Mind, or to render it uſeleſs, 


but to enable it in its proper Exerciſe. His 


is inſufficient without the Spirit, and the Spi- 
** 
| y the Exerciſe of Reaſon, and therefore fo 


NJacteth on the Faculties as diſpoſeth them for 
Action. Saving Grace therefore is diſpenſed 


ſtance, as it hath its Rectitude, Man could 
not be capable of * or —_—_ 


the vital Power; and therefore a Neceſſity 
of ſuitable Means with our diligent Uſethere- 


Z Teſtament, to conquer our Enmity ; of the 


this Law. For we need the Doctrine of our 


Prieſt to attract us, the Law of our King to 


and obey God. The Spirit of Power and of? Tim. 1. 
a ſeund Mind. A ſound Knowledge of the 


Truth, a predominate Love to the God of 


1 Truth. Now God reſtores the Moral Image 


Work upon the Will is not inſtead of the 
Wilks Choice and Reſolve, but to aſſiſt in 

N chodſing and refuſing according to the Con- 
duct of the rectified Underſtanding. Reaſon 


rit ordinarily worketh not on the Will, but 


from the Father, thro? the Son, by the Spi- 
Writ, conſiſtently with the Exerciſe of Man's 
ſeſſential Nature. Had Sin deſtroy'd its sub- 


* 
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Rewards or Puniſhments, of Sin or Hell, of 
Grace or Glory, no more than Trees or 
Beafts. That Wickedneſs in his Nature 
which is his Weakneſs, neither makes void 
God's Right to govern him, nor his Engage- 
ments to be governed, and therefore does not 
excuſe his Neglects to exerciſe his reaſoning 
Faculties about his Happineſs; and conſe- 
quently the Conſideration, Caution and Re- 
ſolution of an unregenerate Man about Sin 
and Duty, under the Spirit, does not leſſen 
his Glory and Honour. For he con- 
verts ordinarily in ſuch a wiſe Order as lays 
the Glory of Holineſs on Free Grace, and 
leaves the Blood of the Impenitent only on 
themſelves. The wonderful Harmony of the 


Spirit's Efficacy in converting by the Word, 


with the Will's Freedom in attending on the 


Word, ſhews God's Wiſdom in the Applica- 
tion of Redemption. As Man hath an el-- 
ſential Capacity to imbrace or reje& a pro- 

poſed Object, upon Deliberation, to act 


willingly according to the Judgment of right 


Reaſon ; fo the Spirit aſſiſts the Mind to fee 

Truth in its Evidence, with the true Reaſon Þ 

of things; inclines the Will to chooſe the 

beſt Things, upon the beſt Motives, and ac- 

+ cordingly tis determined from Evil to Good, 

zrom an over powering Senſe of the Excellen- 

1 cy of the one, and Turpitude of the other. 
* The Efficacy of Grace therefore perfects, and] 
not precludes the free Exerciſe of human Li- 


Pal. 110. berty. Thy People ſhall e willing in the Day af 
3. thy Power. What more free than the former: 
What more forcible than the latter? The 


Spirit acteth with inſuperable Efficacy, the Þ 


Soul 


* — 
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| Soul complies with admirable Freedom. Tin 
thou me, and I ſhall- be turned. The Power 
is invincible, that the Malignity in the Facul- 
ties may be conquered. What is the exceeding ꝑph. 1. 
| Greatneſs of his Power to us-ward who believe. Tis 19. 
| moſt agreeable that no Violence be done 
tot he effential Nature. He draws with Hos. 1 i. 
tbe Cords of Love, and Bands of a Man. If it+ 
was not infuperable, Man's rooted Obſtina- 
cy would not be conquered ; if it was not ad- 
mirably contemper d to the rational Nature, 
Man's Faculties would be perverted. From 
the Suitableneſs of the Remedy to the Di- SY 
| ſeaſe, and of the Application to the Diſea- * 
| ſed, we ſee God's Wiſdom in Redemption. 
The Spirit's Efficacy is not leſſened by the 
Intervention of Means, or the Sinner's in- 
duſtrious Uſe thereof. For an infinite Cauſe, 
ſuch as the Spirit is, cannot be eſſentially di- 
ſtant from any created Effect, neither can 2 
© ſubordinate Cauſe be nearer the Effect than 
© God, who operates by the Immediation of 
his own effential Vertue, The. Honour 
} 


therefore of ſpecial Grace conveyed ordina- 

| rily in the diligent Uſe of Means, is not to 
-| be aſcribed to the Sinner's Induſtry, but to 
„che Spirit's ſole Agency. As his Efficacy 
does not preclude our Diligence, ſo neither 
r. does our Apoſtacy excuſe our Neglect. For 
d the ſpiritual Death is conſiſtent with natural N 
i-Þ Life, and a Capacity thro' Grace, of the Il 
of | troduction of a Divine Lite, and therefore 
r2 | conſiſtent with natural Actions, and Induſtry 
6 |} under the Spirit for ſpiritual Life. The de- 
12 Þ rived Power aſcribed to a ſubordinate Inſtru- 
ul ment includes the os and Honour o 

| 2 | the 
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the Agent. The Exerciſe then of rational 
Faculties under the Spirit for ſpiritual Life, in 

the Uſe of Goſpel Miniſtrations, does not 
eclipſe the Glory of the Spirit's Office. Tis 
indeed a Myſtery how the Spirit ſnould be the 
only and whole Cauſe of ſpecial Grace, and 
2 Man the Cauſe of his own Acts at the 
lame time; to the Underſtanding whereof 

_ conſider, that tho' the Agency of every par- 
ticular Cauſe is abſolutely dependant on, and 
ſubordinate to the Univerſal, yet the Deno- 
mination and Specification of the Act is from 
the particular Cauſe. The Sun ſhines by 
Vertue of that Power it had from God in the 
Creation, yet we don't ſay God ſhines, but 
the Sun. Man thro'the Help of the Spirit, 
and in Subſerviency to him, is the Cauſe of 
his own Acts. Tis not the Spirit that re- 
pents and believes, but the Sinner himſelf, as 
being enabled by the Spirit, and yet the Spi- 
rit is the only and whole Ck of ſpecial 
Grace, and the Sinner no Cauſe at all. 
Whatſoever the Sinner does in Dependance 
on, and Subſerviency to the Spirit, he does 
altogether as ſtrengthened, actuated, and aſ- 
ſiſted by the Spirit. The. Honour therefore 
of Converſion wrought in the aforeſaid Or- 
der is wholly to be aſcribed to the Spirit, not- 

. withſtanding the Sinners Induſtry in the Uſe Þ 
of Means isordinarily neceſſary, his Neglect 
Tye culpable, and meritoriouſly damna- 

" J. 
 . 6thly. The Wildom of God in the Appli- 
cation of Redemption is admirable, not only 

in the Harmony of the Works of Grace with- 
| out, in order to the Production of the Work 
| 8 F 0 


© 
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of Grace within; but alſo in the Harmony 


of inward Grace with God the Father, Son, 


and Spirit that did produce it, and with the 
Word and Miniſtry by which it was produced 
as may appear by an Induction of Particu- 


lars. We will therefore confider God's Wiſ- 


dom in the ſubordinate Correſpondence of 
inward Holineſs (wrought in the aforeſaid 
Order) with the imitable Attributes of God 


| Creator, and with the, Divine Law, being 


a Tranſcript thereof; with the Temper, Ot- 


| fice, and Example of God Redeemer ; with 


the Office and Influence of God Regenera- 


tor; with the whole Word of God, indited by 
| the Spirit in general, and with the Goſpel 
and Miniſtry in particular. „ 


Divine Wiſdom is diſplay d. 


1. In the ſubordinate Harmony of inward 

# Holineſs with God's imitable Attributes. 

As there is a Trinity of eflential Principles in 
the Unity of the Divine Eſſence, and à Tri- 
nity of Faculties in the Nature of the reaſon- 
able Soul, ſo there is ſome kind of Triplici- 
ty in the Unity of the Divine Life. A Tri- 
nity of Operations in the Oneneſs of the Neα 
Creature. As the Mind created in its natu- 
ral Conſtitution, harmonizeth with the Mind 
uncreated; ſo this vital Principle in the Mind 
begotten muſt in its Nature and Frame cor- 
reſpond with the Mind that did beget: The 
Neu Man is after the Image of him that cre- Col. 3. 11. 
| ated him. As God is Power, Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs, ſo the God-like Principle conſiſts 


in derived holy Life, Light and Love, in im- 
. preſt Wiſdom and Goodneſs, with holy 


Promptitude to agreeable Acts. God glori- 
| "al "0 8 ey 
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Cant. 2. 


14 
E 


24. 


pacities with his own Perfections of Good- 


| > venly Nature and Actings therefore ' muſt be 


h. 4. 


of his Attributes on intellectual Beings. By 


Likeneſs. So he delights in the reciprocal 


ble thereto. As there is no Effect but has 
new Nature muſt with its Author. It an- 


neſs, and his Majeſty with Reverence, his | 


with Wonder, and his Omnipotence wich 


_ neſs, becauſe of his tranſcendent Rectitude; 


— 


„ be = a —— 


N - 


fies himſelf, ad extra, in the lively Impreſſes 


one ſingle Act of his Omniſcience he reviews 
the ſeveral Orders, and their receptive Ca- 
pacities to take in from his Self-communica- 
tive Fulneſs, Influence and Impreſſes of 


Harmony of his own Attributes. with this cre- 
ated Aptitude, and of theſe intellective Ca- 


neſs,- Juſtice, Truth and Holineſs. - The hea- 


delightful to the God of Heaven. Sweet is th 
Voice, and thy Countenance lovely, The New 
Man is after God, created in Righteouſneſs and © 
Holineſs. It impowers the Soal to have Sen- 
timents worthy of God, and Motions ſuita- 


ſomething comporting with its Cauſe, ſo the 
ſwers his infinite Greatneſs with Reſpectful- 


Excellence with Humility, his Faithfulneſs | 
with Truſt, and his Goodneſs with Love, 
his Omniſcience with Sincerity, his Wiſdom 


Wacchfulneſs, his Propriety with Self-ſur- | 
render, his Authority with Obedience, and 
his Beneficence with Gratitude. So far as 
the Principle is of God, ſo far will its Acts 
be God-like; for there is a Unity of Con- 
ſent to him according to the Degree thereof. 
God loves himſelf as being moſt perfect Good- 


the Divine Principle inclines the Soul to a 
predominate Love of God for himſelf, and to 


” 


Ll 
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1975 bee in God, Ahl for God, bectiiſe it 
reſembles hi , and 4 related to bim. God 
Z 115 Sin be age Of its Oppoſition to. his ef- 


tlie Soul to hate Sin s contrary to His Nature, 


es it unlike to God, and ùnmect for his 


Fes YRS 


refehce. Godt delights himfelf in his own. 


I eAnierdtdent Amiableneſs, and he derived 
© Reſemblanices thereof, up and down the 


World. The Divine, Principle. tends to ah 
I Aae en . y in God, and in all the 


of Divine Holinefs 1 in the Redeemed. 


v Attributes, and conſequently the Union of 
Will and Deſigns in à fan@ified Sul with 
= God, demonſtrates the Commands natural 


5 
= 

& Choice and Action are ercyally founded in 
God's Nature. Tis as natural to govern all 


. his Acts by the higheſt Reaſon as to exiſt, and 
cherefore Whatever is regulated by right Rea- 


4 ſon muſt needs harmonize. with God's Na- 
dure. Since he acts with Becomingneſs to 


a x juſt Senſe of Sabine nefs, to put forth 
Accs of Love upon his Aladin bang Acts 


a Seele As the Law is a Tranſcript of 


) 
a3 
) 
8 


ſentiat Rectitude; inward Holineſs inclines 8 [ET 


Will and Law, becauſe it fillies its Luſtre, 


I The Harmony ofinward Holineſs with God's 


and reaſonable ; to be holy as God is holy; 
tobe merciful as he is merciful, perfect as dur 
beatenly Father is perfect. Rectitule f 


his eſſential Rectitude, 2 Correſpondence 
cherewith in our Meafure muſt be accepta- 
1 ble. To anſwer his Supremacy with Self. Te 
Subjection, his Simp e Inde e with 


Fl of Obedience to his Laws, muſt needs be 2+ 
od's communicable” Attributes, ſo this vi- 


| tal Principle 3 is a Tranſcript of the Law upon 
* D 4 | the 


Wir «4 rr — 


. 6 e — 
— - .- — — —— 450 
, T2 oe 69 "EG a re ö , _ 
* * I R * 'F N 2 * 7 * 


ho A Diſcourſe of God's Wiſdom. 
N the Soul; and therefore calbd the Law writ- 
| Heb. 8. ten in the Heart, The heavenly Nature 
105 there muſt harmonize with the Laws of Hea- 
ven. The inward Rule of the New Creature 
ſubordinately comports with the outward 
Rule of the Law. This is eſtabliſhed in the 
Hands of a Mediator as a Guide of Practice, 
with reſpect to God, our ſelves and others. It 
ſerves in this lapſed State to bring us to Chriſt, | 
: as unto our Saviour. Chriſt brings us back 
to the Law, as unto a Director. Now the 
Harmony of this vital Principle with its grand | 
Branches declares God's Wiſdom in his gra- 
cious Works. *Tis a Principle of Piety, in- 
clining to pious Actions; a Principle of Ver- 
tue, inclining to Acts of Vertue. It diſpo- | 
ſes the Soul to act ſoberly with reſpect to our 
ſelves, righteouſly with reſpect to others, and 
Tit. 2 111 godly with reſpect to God. Religiouſly to- 
12. Wards God, and righteouſly towards Men. 
Chriſt reduces the Sum of the Law to the 
Love of God and our Neighbour. This vi-. 
tal Principle being an Habit of Love to God, 
harmonizeth with the firſt Table, in Acts of 
Piety and Worſhip; as to the Way, Manner, 
and Seaſon of Performance. enjoined. He 
that predominately loves God the Object of 
- Worſhip, dares not neglect the Infſticurions | 
= Wy thereof, dares not be careleſs therein, nor 
ll ſlight the Time of Worſhip. This vital Prin- 
il 1 ciple being a Habit of Loye to Men, com- 
= - ports with the cond, TAR, f Acts of Ver- 
: tue as to our ſelves, and others. He that 
loves his Neighbour asa Man, and asaChriſti-Þ 
an, according to the diſcovered Degree of 
epd ven by te d hm Good, (ON 


— — — — 


Mat. 22. 
37> 38. 8 
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to. Relation, Life, Eſtate, or good Name, 
or backward to wrong him in any of them - 
Therefore Love is faid to be the Fulfilling of 


as well as the outward Doctrine in its Deſign 
and Tendency, teaches us to deny Ungodli- 


to all Sin forbidden in the firſt Table, inclu. 
ded in the Term Ungodlineſs; and to all 
forbidden in the ſecond, included in the 
Term worldly Luſt, and naturally tend to 
2 conſcientious Diſcharge of both. Tis this 
| Comportment of the inward Law with the 
outward, that makes Chriſt's Commands not 
grievous, bis Yoak eaſie, and bis Burden light. 
2dly. God's Wiſdom in the Application of 
Redemption, : appears in.the Harmony of in- 
ward Holineſs (wrought in the aforeſaid Or- 
der) with the Temper, Offices, and Example 
of Chriſt. There is a Likeneſs to, and Re- 
ſemblance of Chriſt's Temper, in the renew'd 
| Habits. and Qualities of Chriſt's Members. 
All Species of Beings have the ſame Nature 
and Actings with the firſt created Species; 
and therefore the Holineſs of Chriſtians muſt 
be con: natural to the Holineſs of their influ- 
ential Head. Conſequently the Chriſt-like 
Temper muſt comport with the Temper of 


the Law. The inward Principle of Grace, Gal. 5 


neſs and worldly Luſts. Both are contrary Tit. 2.1% 


r Chriſt..; What was once ſaid of gideons Bre-Igis· | 
chen, may truly be ſaid of Chriſt and Chri- 


ſtians. As He is ſo are They, each one reſembling 
- the Children of 4 King. Both have the fame 
t | Diſpoſicions in kind; what the one hath a- 
i-©} bove Meaſure, the other hath in their Mea 
fÞ fure. Hence ſaid, To bear the Image of tbe 
15 Heavenly r To, receive Grace for frac of | 
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Cn dl 


2 Cor. 3. his Fulneſs Jo be thanged into the ame 2 
naw. g age. To be conformed into the Image of his 218 
F den was one with us hypoſtatically; he 
i that ſanctifeth, and they that are anctified, 

are both of one Cheiſtians are one with 
Chriſt habiemally ; he that is joined to the 
1 Cor. 61 Lond is on! Spirit ; one Relatively, and one 
19. Qualitatively ;' both one by Faith and one 
by Love; one Kingdom, made up of Go- 
vernour and Governed; ; one Body, conſiſt- 
ing of Head and Mettibers. Upon Compli- 
ance with Chriſt, as authorized, reſults not 
_ only a Right in him, with his Benefits, but 
a Right in the ſame Spirit, and his Influences, F 
which Chriſt's humane Nature received in 
Fulneſs, the Effect whereof is a begun Con- 
formity in Principle and Practice to Chrift's 
Temper. And therefore there is an Holy 
Diſpoſition of Heart in Chriſtians, harmo- 
nizing in its Meaſure with the Divine Tem- 
per of Chriſt: Hence Chriſt is faid to be in 
Eph. 3. them. To abide in them. To live in them. 
. 1 To dwell in them, and to be formed i in them. As 
Gal. phe * Chriſt dignified our Nature by the hypoſta- 
tic Union, ſo the Sp irit of Chriſt highly en- 
nobles it by the Moral Union. The Divine 
Temper is the greateſt Dignity of the humane 
Nature, next to its Union with the ſecond 
perſon. Tho' the Manner of the Spirit's In- 
flax on united Souls be a Myſtery unſearcha- 
ble, yet the Effects of thoſe Influences on 
Holy Prineiples, And Holy Practices, are in- 
belligible. A new Nature, inclining to new 
Operations; an Heavenly Temper, diſpoſing. 
to heavenly Actions. For there's an'Harmo- 
. of Rang with Principles, and of this 
N Principle 
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A Diſcaurſe of God's Wiſdom: 
Principle with the Divine 1 
Hence we are exhorted to let the fame Mind 


bY with the like Mind—— This vital Principle 
comporteth with the Offices of Chriſt, as 
I well as with his Temper. Ir anſwers his Pro- 
phetical by Adherence, his oy by De- 

V pendance, and his Kingly by Allegiance; 

5 nar” all together by Aﬀent, Conſent, and 
Affiance. Aſſents to them all as True, Con- 
ſents to them all as Good, Reſigns and truſts 
for the Accompliſktnents of their Deſigns in 
and upon us. The Union of Offices in the 
Head, is anſwer d by a Union of harmoni- 
ing Diſpoſitions in the Members. Counſel 


Teachableneſs of Faith; Merit in Chriſt our 


0 
259 


ty in Chriſt our King, by the Obedience of 
Faith. It receiveth the Atonement. Re- 
ceiveth Jeſus Chriſt the Lord; and hears the 
great Prophet in all things. All Graces are 
5 kemi inally contain'd in this vital Principle, 
and OS ec here's Faith which embraces the 
2 Derr of our Prophet, revealing the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of the Father: Here's Hope which re- 
lies on the Merit of Chriſt our Prieſt, diſ- 

| pain the Grace and Love of the Father: 

7 Here's Love, which by Obedience ſubmits 
; | tothe Scepter of our King, adminiſtring the. 
| Government ofthe Father... 
As in the Redeemer, whom God has nad 

| Head of the Church; there is a Junction of 
Teacher, Prince and Saviour; ſo in the 
Members of this Head, there muſt be a Jun- 
ow of Duties and Dilpoſitions harmonizing: 
| there wich. 


\ 


be in us that was in Chriſt,” - 7% alm dur ſelves Phil. 4.4. 


in Chriſt our Prophet, is anſwered by the 
4 Prieſt by the Fiducialneſs of Faith; Authori- 
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» Cor. 3. bis Fulmer To de thinged inis the ſam; 1 
* 3. 'To be conformid into the Image of bit Con. 


of ' Chriſt was one wien us hypoſtarically” he 4 
8 4 


that ſanctifieth, and they that are ſanctified, 
are both of one. Chriſtians are one with 
Chriſt habitually ; be that is joined 10 the 


1 Cor. 6.1 Lond is en, Spirit; one Relatively, and one 


19. Qualitatively ; both one by Faith and one 
by Love; one Kingdom, made up of Go- 
vernour and Governed; one Body, conſiſt- 


ing of Head and Metiibers. Upon Compli- + | 


ance with Chriſt, às authorized, refults not 


_ only a Right in him, with his Benefits, but 
a Right in the fame Spirit, and his Influences, þ 3 
which Chriſt's humane Nature received in 
Fulneſs, the Effect whereof is a begun Con- 


formity in Principle and Practice to ” Chats 
_ Temper. And therefore" there is an Holy 


' Diſpolition of Heart in Chriſtians, 'harmo- ; 

nizing in its Meaſure with the Divine Tem- : 

"as. of Chriſt. Hence Chriſt i 15 'faid to be i in 
* the. To abide in tbem. 75 zb ee. | 

| Joh. 15 4 To awell in them, and to be formed i in them. As 

| Vat. 2:26. ” Chrift dignified our Nature by the hypoſta- 


tic Union, ſo the Spirit of Chriſt highly en- 

' nobles it by the Moral Union. The Divine 
Temper is the greateſt Dignity of the humane 
Nature, next to its Union with the ſecond 
2. perſon. Tho' the Manner of the Spirit's In- 
flax on united Souls be a Myſtery unſearcha- 
ble, yet the Effects of thoſe Influences on 
Holy Prineiples, and Holy Practices, are in- 
telligible. A new Nature, inclining to new 


Operations; an lisavenly Temper, diſpoſing 


to heavenly: Actions. For there's àn Hlarmo- 
= of Ig with Principles, and of this 
Principle 
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| principle with the Divine Temper of Chriſt.” 


Hence we are exhorted to let the fame Mind 
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be in us that was in Chriſt. 5 am da ſel ves Phil. 2.5: 


vith the like Mind This vital Principle 


comporteth with the Offices of Chriſt, as 
well as with his Temper. It anſwers his Pro- 
phetical by | Adherence, his Prieftly by De- 


Ypendance, and his Kingly by Allegiance ; 


Here s Love, which by Obedience ſubmits 


to the Scepter of our King, adminiſtring the 
| Government ofthe Father... 


As in the Redeemer, whom God has i 
| Headof the Church, there is a Junction of 
* Teacher, Prince and Saviour; ſo in the 
Members of this Head, there mult be a Jun- 
| Rionof Duties and Dilpoſirions harmonizing 


duel 


\ 
\ 


yea, all together by Aﬀent, Conſent, and 
Affiance. Aſſents to them all as True, Con- 
= ſents to them all as Good, Reſigns and truſts 
for the Accompliſktnents of their Deſigns in 
and upon us. The Union of Offices in the 
Head, is anſwer d by a Union of harmoni- 

Ling Diſpoſitions i in the Members. Counſel 
in Chriſt our Prophet, is anſwered by the 

Teachableneſs of Faith; Merit in Chriſt our 
Prieſt by the Fiducialneſs of Faith; Authori- 
ty in Chriſt our King, by the Obedience of 
Faith. It receiveth the Atonement. Re- 
ceiveth Jeſus Chriſt the Lord; and hears the 
great Prophet in all things. All Graces are 
ſeminally contain'd in this vital Principle, 
and therefore here's Faith which embraces the 
Doctrine of our Prophet, revealing the Wiſ- 

dom of the Father: Here's Hope which re- 
| lies on the Merit of Chriſt our Prieſt, diſ- 
4 ing the Grace and Love of the Father: ot 
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therewith. Diſciples underhim their Teach- 
er, and therefore muſt be teachable ; Sub- 

Iects under him their Governour, and there- 
fore muſt be tractable: Ranſomed under him 

their Saviour, and therefore muſt be thank- 

ful, and comfortable. Love and Loyalty, 

Gratitude and Obedience, are as harmonious 

in the Redeemed, as Lord and Jeſus, Prince 

and Saviour, are in the Redeemer. The Re- 

generate, by reaſon of this Harmony of in- 

ward Grace with Chriſt's Offices, may be 

_ call'd ſubordinate Prophets, hence ſaid to be 

taught of God; ſubordinate Prieſts, hence 

ſaid to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices; ſubordi- 

nate Kings, hence ſaid to be made Kings to 

| _ God, to reign with Chriſt, to fic down with 

K - Chriſt on his Throne. Whether there be ſo 

Pap. 262, Many diſtinct Graces as Faith, Hope, and 
Cove, Cc. Or whether there be one vital 
Habit, diverſified by the Diverſity of its Ob- 

jets, and diſpoſing the Regenerate to act 
differently upon different Objects, I ſhall not 
pretend to determine. Tis enough to my 
Purpoſe, if the ſame vital Principle can be 
proy d to harminize with the Divine Temper 

and Offices of Chriſt. The Correſpondence 

of inward Grace with the Temper of Chriſt, 
inclines to a Conformity to his Pattern, and 

to reſemble him in Action as well as Princi- 

ple: and therefore declares the Wiſdom of the 

i , New-Creature. The Attributes of the God- 
= head are ſo tamper'd by its Union with the 
: Manhood, as. to become imitable. In the. 
'F Mediator, God preſents us with a Perſon 
wo Ulle ourſelves, to incourage Imitation, for 
1 by him the perfect Purity of the Law ae 
obs , : 46 


5 * 


b | the Fall was exem plßed; 5 1 Fr. Purpoſe. 
God became like to Man, to teach Man how 


to become like to God. Not that we are to 
| imitate him in the Peculiars of a Redeemer, 
but as to Acts of Piety and Vertue requir'd in 
I the Law; we are bound to write after his 


5 


. 


Copy. How facred and venerable is God's 


our Imitation! The Union of all Graces 


A 
[Ns 
by on 5 


Z the ſame Holineſs in Kind, and therefore the 


Authority? How equitable is Obedience? 
How formidable is Rebellion? When God 
in our Fleſh muſt obey for Satisfaction and 


and Vertues in Chriſt's human Nature, gives 
us Reaſon to conclude, that his Life muſt 
contain all Duties to God and Man, per- 
5 Þ formed from the moſt generous Principle, in 
the moſt perfect Manner, tothe moſt perfect 
: End; and therefore that he is the moſt wor- 
thy of Imitation. Chriſt and Chriſtians have 
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F ſame Actings in their Meaſure; a4 be is ſo are 1 John 43 


© ve in this World. Not that the individual nu- 18. 


f | merical Eſſence of the Divine or Human Na- 


7 muſt be a Conformity to Chriſt's Pattern; 


7 Diſpoſition in the New Creature to deu, | 
forth the Vertues of him that hath called us; 


ture is communicated, but the ſame Grace in 
Kind which was in Chriſt above Meaſure, 
is, by the ſame Spirit, diſpens'd to the e- 
© liever in his Meaſure, and therefore pre 


to follow his Steps; to do as he did, and to! bet. 2. 


walk as he walked. His Obedience to his 5 
Father's Will, has diſplay d all kind of Piety j Joh 
and Vertue ; to the Honour of God, the Cre-15. 


22. 
n 136 


dit of the Goſpel, the Settlement of our 1 John 2. 
Faith, and Excitement of our Obedience. 
| Invincible Sn in a 4 Bod Cauſe, ſe- 


rene 
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rens Meekneſs in beafing Wrongs, untneleſt- 

. ed Patience in Adyerſity, intire Surrender to 

* the Divine Will, quiet Submiſſion to the Law 

of Men, Steady Dependance on God under 

_ fiery Tials, unakerable' 10 under ſore 
Tem Nations. 

34%. The Wiſdom of God i in the Applios- 

ton of Re demption appears in the Harmony 

of inward Holinefs with the Office and Ir) 

fluence ofthe Spirit, the Subſtitute of Chriſt. 

The Work of the Son includes the Work of 

the Father'; the Work of the Holy Ghoſt in- 

cludes the Work of the Father and Son, toge- 

cher wich the Glory of their Operations: and 

therefore as inward Holineſs harmonizeth 

with the Attributes of God, and Offices of 

Chrift, ſo alſo with the Office and Influ- 

etice of the Spirit of Chriſt. There is an a- 

1 m-aꝛing Co-efficiency betwixt the Spirit's H- 

ſl fluences, andthe Actings of this Vital Prinei- 

MW ple, and conſequently 2 Diſplay of Wiſdom £ 

in the Comportment of the Grace ofthe Spi- 

|  . rite, wich the Spirit of Grace. The Deſcent | 

Z 
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of Divine Influences ſtirs up Operations from 
this gracious Habit; by 'theſe a further Re- 
Ceptivefiels i is introduc'd for further Divine 

| Mapſes!"' The Spirit of God, by his Divine 

| wy does firſt actuate the Faculties; then 
theſe Faculties do reciprocally act towards 
him); by cheir acting hereupon towards God, 
they are render'd more receptive of more 
Communications from God. He firſt ma- 
Fkech Impreſſions of Holineſs on the Soul, then 
it vehemently longs to be more holy; by 3 its 
Þ  Eongings 19 be more holy, tis render'd 
1 133 mere meet for bisher Degrees of Holineſs: 


88 9 2 ö WE” 
. LO Es, c ENSY 1 Ss 


de 


The Spirit, by his enlivening Efficacy, firſt 
TAP the Soul to love e es he Soul 1s 


A. 


47 


F moy d molt gladly, as well as powerfully, in 
As of Love towards God; by its holy Mo- 
E cions towards God, it is more qualified for 


higher Diſcoveries of Divine Love. My be. Cant. 5.4: 


bel put in his Hand by the Hole of .the Door, 
and my Bowels were moved for him, The Spi- 

W ricuat Sight of God makes the Soul like to 

= God; by the Increaſe of Likeneſs to him, the 
Soul is more diſpos'd for the continued gra- 
cious Viſion of him. There's a Kind of Cir- 
culation as to Divine Influences, and Gra- 
eious Operations; the former received in O. 
bedience, the latter perform'd in Gratitude; 
all is receiv'd from God, all is return d in 
Love and Praiſe to God, until God ſhall be 
all in all. The Holy Ghoft, by Vital Cem 
munication, revives the whole Soul; then it 
returns ſuitable Affections anſwerable to its 
Incomes, and therefore the Spiritual Power 
it receives from hence renders it more con- 
formable to the Methods of the Spirit. That 

| which is horn of the Spirit is Spirit. As Na- 
ture produceth Nature, ſo the Holy Spirit 
begets Spiritual Habits, harmonizing with 
his holy Influence. The Properties of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and of inward Grace, being 


0 


* 


compar'd, will diſcover a Correſpondence 
betwixt them, and conſequently, a Diſplay 


of Wiſdom in the New Creature. Theſe Pro- John 16. 
perties are Truth and Goodneſs. Truth is 27, 1 
Conformity of a Thing with the Divine In- 1060. 


tellect; Goodneſs is a Conformity of a T hing 5 


© 


with the Divine Will. Created Truth and 


blance 
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plancg of the uncreatec Mind. The State 


of the Spirit then muſt needs harmonize with 


the Spirit of Grace, and conſequently Wil- 
dom is 5 elorified as well as Grace magnified; 


From the Nature of the Act may be fear 
the Nature of the Principle, and from both 


the Nature of their Orig inal. Holy Acts 


ſhew an hoy Habit, and both an holy Ori- 


ginal, the Holy Spirit. As they flow from, 
ſo they muſt be ſuitable to their Principle and 


Original; and therefore inherent Grace muſt 


corfeſpond and harmonize with the Nature 


Gal 4-25 and Office of the Holy Spirit. F we live in 


Rom. 8. 
4 


the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit, q. d. Let 


Affections and Actions harmonize with the 
Spirit, and that new Principle of Spiritual 


Life he has implanted. They that are after the 
1 5 Spirit ao. mind the Things of the Spirit. , 


4 by. The Wifdom of God appears in the 


ſubordinate Comportment of inward Holi. 
neſs which the Holy Scriptures indited bythe 
Spirit in general, and with the Goſpel and 


Miniſtry in particular. God's Image on the 


Word is an Impreſs of Power, Wiſdom and 


— Goodneſs; God's Image on the Soul is im- 
preſs'd Lite, Light and Love; and therefore 


the latter muſt harmonize with the former; 
the ſame Spirit is the Author of both. 
The Spiritual Nature then, muſt needs com- 


port with the Scriptures,” becauſe it comports 
with the Nature and Offices of the ſame Spi- 


nt that indited them. It acts differently on 


different Paſſages thereof; aſſenteth to the 


| Prophecies, obeys the Commands,” trembles 
at the Threats, and embraces the Promiſes. 
; The Tame TIO" requir 'd in the Word is 


implanted 
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implanted by the Spirit, as to Habit ane 1 
E Principle, in the Regenerate, and therefore 1 
there mult needs be an Agreement berwixt 
inherent Grace and the Scriptures. - As the 

Word is a Rule of Faith and Practice, ſo th 

ne Nature is a ſubordinate Rule, and there: Gal. 6. 

fore inclines to purſue att and Vertue as 15, 16. 

Things agreeable, to avoid Implety and Vice l 
as things unſuitable; and therefore diſpoles 5 
to what is to be done or avoided in Subſer- 

viency to the Scriptures. There is ſuch a 

con- natural Suitableneſs of the Truth and 

Goodneſs of the Word to the holy Light and 

Love of the Regenerate, that they do by in- 

ward Guſt and Senſation, know its Original. 

As there is ſomething in the Eye con- natural 

to Light, by which we ſee it, and in the 

Appetite con- natural to Food by which we 

know it, ſo there is ſomething in the New 

N Creature, con- natural to the Scriptures, that 

eſtabliſhes in the Belief of them, an inward 

© Knowledge of their Original, from a Suita- 

bleneſs of their Truth and Goodneſs to a 

ſanctified Mind and Will: as the Operations 

of the Soul prove its Subſiſtence, and God 

Creator; ſo the Motions and Actings of in- 

ward Grace, prove its Being and Chriſt Re- 

deemer. Do not the Effects of this Doctrine 

prove its Nature and Original? Holy Ef- 

fects an holy Cauſe, Good Fruit a good 

Tree. As Life hath à ſelf-diſcovering Pro- 

perty whereby we know it, and Light a ſelf- 

diſcovering Property whereby we ſee it, ſo 

| the Scriptures and Inward Holineſs alfo have 4 
{ a ſelf-diſcovering Property of their Nature |} 
and Original. God Creator hath a ſtanding — 8 


* 


a FI Wal * . ß ae tai = —— — 9 p " 
r SIE — — 2 . >. Y. + 4 OS — -02-940rs 


1 
© 9 
* P 
'* . 
* - 


© 4 : 


o 


Adminiſtrationsof this Feſtament, it ſubmits 
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Teſtimony among Mankind; in natural Con- 


ſcience © God Redeemer hath his ſtanding 


Teſtimony among his People in the New 
Cteature. As tis vnreaſonable-to deny che 
Sun When we fee its Light, fo: to dert the 

Soriptures When we ſee divine Effect; 

wWrought by them The Word gould not 


produce {uch-a; divine Harmony in Souls to | 


it ſelf, without a Divine Power... God would 


not erect ſuch a Power by a Falſhood ; from 


_ Gof's thus Owning, it, we conclude it is: his 
Own. This vital Principle harmonizeth with 
the ſeveral Branches of the Goſpel and Mi- 
niſtry in particular, as well as with the whole 
Word of God ingeneral. The Goſpel large - 

ly taken, may be eonſider d as the Doctrine 

_ of our Prophet, as the Teſtament of our 
Ptieſt, as the Law of our King. In a Word, 
Holineſs inclines the Soul ſincerely. to em- 


brace the Doctrinę of our Prophet, chank- 
fully to accept of the Teſtamentary Gifts of 
our Prieſt, univerſally to obey the Law of 
our King. It inclines them to be teachable 


2 Diſciples, according to, Golpel Doctrine; 


to be governable as Subjects, according to 


 Golpel Rule; to be comfortable, as inſtated in 
Life by the Goſpel Teſtament. Ie believing - 
; ly:hear eth the Miniſterial Publication of this 


Doctrine; it inwardly ſeals to the outward 
to the Exerciſe of Diſcipline according to this 


Rule. Ir inclines che Soul in ies Nature und 


Jendendy, to comport with the Goſpel and 


Miniſtry, in the ſeveral Branches thereof. 


15thly, Divine Wiſdom appears inthe Har- 


mony of Grace with Glory, As the Life of 


Grace 


A be f el's Wiſdom. 57 


Grate conſiſts in derived Power, Wiſſom, 


and Ggodgeßt; ſo the Life of Glory chnſiſts 


in thebearific Viſion of eſſential Power, Wif- 
dom and Goodnels ; in perfect Aſſimulation 


in our Meaſure herero, whence reſults un- 


ſpeakable Fruition hereof. The Life of Ho- 


lineſs conſiſts in deriv d Wiſdom, whereby we 


know the beſt Means to attain the beſt End; 

in.deriv'd Power, whereby we overcome the 

Devil, World and Fleſh, in derivd Goodneſs, 

| whereby the Soul is con- naturalized to the 
Chief Good. The Life of Happineſs conſiſts 


in the bearific Viſion of the univerſal Good, in 


hereto, whence ariſes Our compleat Beatitude. | 


And therefore Holineſs harmonizeth with fu- 


ture Happineſs. As the loweſt Degree of 
Grace is a Step to Glor Ys ſo every further 
Degree is a nearer Approach thereto: Hence 
as WE grow in Holineſs, we draw nearer to 
Happineſs ; in which State we ſhall be all 
Holy. The Heavenly Nature therefore cor- 


& reſponds with the State of Heaven. God did 


| ſo contrive the Nature of Things that ſuch 
Effects ſhould naturally follow upon ſuch A- 
Cions, and made their Connection ſo neceſ- 

ſary as that the very Act ſhould be its own 

Re ward or Puniſhment, in the Nature of the 
Thing. As Sin therefore tends to Miſery, 


ſo does Holineſs to Happineſs; and conſe- 


quently holy Acts themſelves naturaliy com- 


port with holy Objects. Such is the Frame 
of Humane Nature, as that Holineſs is our 


receptive Capacity for the Divine Favour 


here and hereafter; he then that moſt increa- 
ſes Holineſs, moſt — his Capacity we 
_ 2 the 
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the Enjoyment of Happineſs. ' Spiritual Life 
therefore, harmonizeth with Eternal. 
is primitive Truth, and fo moſt ſuitable te 
the Underſtanding; the univerſal Good, and 
fo moſt ſuitable to the Will. The Mind flatu- 
rallysſeeks after Truth, proceeds from Effects 
to Cauſes without Reſt, till it find che firſt 
Cauſe; the Will ſeeks after Good, but never 
1 reſts till it finds the Chief Good; and there- 
1 fore the Mind created in its Frame Harmoni- 
Wm zeth with the Mind uncreated ; much more 
[i 15 Grace, which is its healthful State, muſt har- 
ii monie with Glory. Inward holy Life com- 
= ports with God, who is effential Life: In- 
1 ward holy Light comports with eſſential 
—_ Witdom: Inward holy Love is con-natural 
* tao eſſential Goodneſs. If the Mind begotten 
9 in its Conſtitution correſpond with the Mind 
that did beget, then much more in its Recti- 
rude, muſt it harmonize therewith; conſe- 
duently the heavenly Nature muſt conduce to 
- _ the heavenly State. This conſiſts not ſo 
1 much in the outward Glory of the Place, as 
in the inward State of our Minds, and Suita- 
blenefs of our Tempers to heavenly Objects, 

in heavenly Actions flowing from heavenly 
Diſpoſitions, whence ariſe heavenly Joys. 

The Beams of Divine Life and Love beget 

their like in the Soul; and therefore there 

muſt be an amazing Correſpondence of fan- 

| - Rified Faculties with holy Objects; Grace 
: conſequently muſt harmonize with Glory. 

The ſame Objects, the ſame Faculties, the 
ſame Diſpoſitions in the Faculties, the ſame 
Acts flowing from the fame Diſpoſitions, but 
all in Perfection. The ſame A 
e — | "Xx the 
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the ſame holy Love, the ſame ſpiritual Light, 
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e 45 the Life of Grace correſponds | 
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is in the Chief Good; ſo the Glory of the Bleſ- | 
ſed lies in the higheſt Fruition of the higheſt. 1 
Good we are capable of. When the Perfected 
Soul ſhall interchangeably turn its intellectual 
Eye upon God and it ſelf, and ſhall view the 
Harmony of impres'd Glory with repreſented 
Glory, its Joys will be ineffable, as reſult- 
ing from ſuch a divinely reciprocal Harmo- 
hy. We ſhall be like him, for we ſhall {ce 
bim as he is; by beholding che Glory of the 
Lord, we ſhali be changed into the ſame I- 
nage from Glory to Glory. Here we ſee 
hrongh a Glaſs darkly, there we ſhall ſee 
ace. to Face; here we know in part, there 4 
e ſhall know as we are known: Here we | 
now Godby his Works, there weſhallknow RY, ; 
i; Works in him: Here we know Cauſes by 4 
ad Ye „ 
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Effects, the ſupream by the ſuborninate,” che 

5 univerſal by particular, there we ſhalt know. 
| | Effects in their Cauſes, the ſubordinate in 
the ſupream, the particular in che univerſal; 

All Effects of Power in Almightineſs, all 
Harmony in eſſential Wiſdom, all Good in 
the univerſal Goodneſs. Here we enjoy 
God in the Creature, there we ſhall enjoy 
tte Oreature in God. Here we taſt unerea- 
cdeted Goodneſs in created Good, there we ſhall 
taſt all created Goodneſs eminently, in the 

; uncreated and univerſal Good, For he that 
hs Godin Glory knows all in God; and 
he that enjoys God in Glory, enjoys all in 
God. Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither 
hath entred into the Heart of Man, the things which 
God bath prepared fe po 


[12 or them that love him. 
W Having traced the Wiſdom of God up to 
4 | Glory, there we muſt leave it, until we thro 
| Grace come there, better to underſtand it. 


From what has been ſaid concerning God's i 
Wiſdom in the Impetration and Application 
of Redemption, we may conelude what 2 
curious Plat- form, what a Divine Project the 

Work of Salvation is. How excellently doth 
Chriſt's Offices harmonize with the Actcri-Þ 

butes of Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs? how 

do the- Spirit's Operations comport with 
Chriſt's Offices? how do the Goſpel and 

Miniſtry harmonize with both? and how ad- 

mirably do all united correſpond with our & 


„„ poſtacy? How does the Mind created in: 

its natural Conſtitution; harmonize with the 

| Mind uncreated the moral Image with ch} 
| 4 ; | natural 


Diſeairſe's Gui Wiſtom. 


"and bvrh wich their fupream Orig 
nal? Conſequently inherent Grace Wich 
rife Glory, and on Gloty wich out Ward 
Glory W hat a Ne of Cauſes: co- 
Tan and ſubordinate, and a reci ekt 
Harmony in both, is there! in che OUR A, 
| compliſfitnent of our Happ ineſs? Some 4 
Lu if Conjun&ivn, 1555 in Subſervien- 
, and all in Dependance on the firſt Cave, 
Fan Grace, Here is the Father's Mercy, 
the Sons Merit, the Spirit's Energy. The 
Fathe 75 Promiſe, the Son's. Purchaſe, the 
Spikit's Performance. The Father's Love, 
3 Son's Grace, and the Spirit's Work. And 
under theſe the Do&rine rhe Goſpel autho- 
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I reftamentary Gift authoricatively offer d to 
remove Enmity ; the Royal Demands of 
8 Conſent declared to conquer Obſtinacy. 
As in a curious Movement there's the greater 
and the leſſer Wheels in Dependance on, and 
Subſerriency to each other; and all in De- 
pendance on the firſt Mover : ſo tis in Re- 
demption; the Pather's Wiſdom, che Son's 
| Prophetic Office, the Spirit '; entighthin * 
gency, as Con. cauſes: The Doctrine of the 


"Wl Goſpel; Miniſterial Teachings, with Atron- | 
dance thereon, as fiibordinate Means, meet = 
W 1 with the Sinner's Ignorance. * 
c Father's Goodneſs, the Son's Prieſtly Office, 
naß the Spitic's fan@ifying Agency, as Con-cau- 
. ſes: The Teftament of Grace, Miniſterial 
AR Tenders, with the Sinnet's Study cheteon, 
in as ſubordinate Means, meet ſuitably with his 
the Eumity. The Father's Power, the. Son's 
a 3 Office, the Spirit! 8 quickening Agen. | 
ral 
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ritatively publiſhed to cure Ignorance, the =» 


ey, as Cauſes: The Law of Chriſt com- 
manding Miniſterial Demands of Qonſent in 
— _Chrilf's Name, with the Sinners Hearkening 
 , hereto, as ſubordinate Means, meet ſuitably 
With his Rebellion. Can Cauſes be more 

_ - ſuitable to Effects? Can Means be more a- 
da pted to their Ends, or Motiyes more pow- ie 
Kerful to the induſtrious Uſe thereof? Is not 
Life ſuitable to remove Deadneſs? Light | 
ſuitable to remove Darkneſs? Love ſuitable MW 

0 to remove Averſeneſs? How admirably 
3 does the Trinity in Unity in the Inſtrument 
= comport With Trinity in Unity inthe Agent! 
and how wiſely do both in Union co-operate 
=—_ to make us holy and happy? The Grace of 
= . the Father, the Merit of the Son, and Eff 
=== _ © cacy of the Spirit, as equal Cauſes; the Go- 
=_ ſpel and Miniſtry, with the Exerciſe of Man; 
reaſonable Nature in the Uſe thereof, as ſub- 
ordinate Means do all concur ordinarily to 
produce one effect, Sa vi GRACE 

Here's the manifold Wiſdom of God, the 
Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery, yea God's 2. 

© bounding in all Wiſdom. and Prudence 

| _ There is a univerſal Harmony in all the Part 
ö of Redemption; nothing in its proper Place 
is deſtructiyely repugnant to the whole, ot 
any Part. All the Divine Attributes are glo- 

rified; ęvery Office of the Mediator is mag; 

- Nified, and Operation of the Spirit honoured, 

The ſeveral Parts of the Goſpel and Miniſtry 
revereno d, Duty in all its Branches engaged, 
Salvation ina Way of Obegience ſecur'd, and 
 theFacher, Son and Spirit, in cheir Glory 

as the End of all, acknowledged. There 
muſt be a Union of all Cauſes in their 1 
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ive Dependance and Subordination ordina- 
krily, both in Temporals and Spirituals, in 
3 entiich Production of a proper Effect. 5 
Twill. her, I will fer, ſaith the Lord, the Hho- kt, 
vent, and tbey ſhall hear the Earth, and the Earth 
| ſhalk bear. the Corn, and the Mine, and the Oil, 
and they ſhall bear Jezreel.. Bodies cannot ſub- 
fiſt without proper Nouriſhment, this cannot 
be had but out of the Earth, the Earth cannot 
yield this but by Cultivation, this will not an- 
* — without the Influence of the Heavens, the 
Heavens cannot yield this without the Infu- 
ence of the firſt Cauſe. We cannot ordinarily 
have Grace but by the Means of Grace, and 
cheſe cannot convey Grace without the Spi- 
rit of Grace. We cannot be ſav'd without 
Faith; Faith comes by Hearing, Hearing by 
che Word preach d, and our Attendance there- 
on; and neither Hearing, nor Preaching, 
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Honour of his Authority, without echpfinę 
the ſeyeral Parts, ſhews the Wiſdom of the 


whole, and conſequently the incomprehen- 
ſible Depth of Wiſdom in Gd. 


Job. 35. nicable to any Creature. Tf thou ſinneſt what 


» To 


from all the Divine Perfections, as concen- 


Works of Father, Son, and Spirit, more pub- 
liſh, declare and manifeſt this, than all the 


ſo he loves himſelf in his Works, and loves his 


the Luſtre of his Mercy. The Wiſdom 


2. From the Conſideration of God's Wif. 
dom in the Application of Redemption, we 
conclude how well the Glory of Father, Son, 
and Spirit is advanc'd; and that x peculiar 
and diſtinct Honour is to be aſcribed to each 
Perſon, according to their diſtinct Agency in 
Salvation. God's Eſſential Glory. ariſes 


tred in the Divine Eſſence, and is incommu- 


Aoſt thou againſt him? If thou be righteous what 
giveſt thou him, or what receiveth he at thy Hands? 
Our Sight of the Sun cannot increaſe its 
Brightneſs, or our Blindneſs obſcure its Splen- 
dor in it ſelf, tho it may intercept its Beams 
as to us. Our Sin cannot eclipſe this Eſſen- 
tial Glory, nor the Work of Redemption add 
thereto: but tis otherwiſe with reſpe to the 
Manifeſtative, Sin diminiſhes this ſo far as 
it rejects his Government, defaces his Hoh- 
_ nefs, and affronts his Majeſty ; and the very 
Platform of Redemption it ſelf, the very 


HFHoſanna's of the Redeemed. As a curious 
Piece of Art more manifeſts the Ingenuity of 
the 'Artificer to a capable Subject, than all 

the Commendations of curious Obſervers. 
As God neceffarily loves himſelf in himſelf, 


Works ſo far as they reſemble his own Excel- 
VVV 


ente Now: 
butes moſt N thees ke Gos 
moſt is. His Eſſence is eyery 


are not eln u his Works; ſince there 
are more reſſes of his Attributes! in 
the Work of Redemption, than Creation; 


it follows that he is more gloriked by the for # 
mer than the latter; by the Work it ſelf, than 
by all our Praiſes. God is more glorified by 


| Chriſt, Chriſt more glorified by his Works, 


and the Spirit more glorified by his Work on | 
the Believer, than by all our Acclamations. 
His Juſtice more declared to be glorious by 
8 Chriſt's Sufferings, than by tlie eternal Ruin 


of the Sinner. His Holineſs more publiſh'd 


| as glorious by the Puniſhment of Sin on 
| Chriſt's Body, than dy all the falPn Crea- 
tures Sufferings. Sin rendred more formida- 
ble by his Sacrifice, than by all the Tor- 
ments of the Damned. The Divine Govern- 
ment rendred more venerable by the perfect 0 


Conformity of God - man in our Nature, than 


f in the compaſſionate Temper and Practice of 


Chriſt, than by all the Praiſes of Men and 


Angels. As the Father was more glorified 


= the Works of Chriſt, ſo Chriſt was more 
0 


rified by the Works themſelves which he 
did, than by all the ' Acknowledgments of 

the Redeemed. His Wiſdom more declared 
by his Doctrine, his Goodneſs by his Teſta- 


ment, and his Power by his Miracles. The 


E is more * wee the healthful Ef- 


os 


8 h 
I his Glory is not | equally every Where) be- 
cauſe rhe e Effects of his Attributes 


by all Man's Primitive Obedience. God's 
gracious Nature more declared to be glorious 


60 A Diſcourſe of God's Wiſdom. 
eggs ot hisAgency; than by all our Hallelu- 
_ Jab's. The Effects of his Attributes, the 
Communications of his Grace, and the, Im. 
preſſions of his imitable Nature, more pub- 
liſhes, declares, and manifeſts the Attributes 
of Wiſdom, Juſtice, Holineſs and Goodneſs, 

_ thanallour Oral Acknowledgments. Whence 
it appears that the whole Trinity is more glo- 
rified by the Divine Works themſelves, than 
by all our vocal Praiſes. But yet the Plat- 
= form of Redemption is ſo fram'd,: as to pub- 
11 liſh not only the Divine Excellency, but to 
ſecure an Acknowledgment thereof from rea- 
ſonable Creatures, by Eſtimation, Expreſ- 


F. 50.” Gon, and Converſation. Whoſo offereth Praiſe, Wi 
WW ** glorifieth me. We glorify God when we e- 
1 | 1255 and reverence him according to the 
Diccoveries he has made of his Attributes. He WW 
z more glorified by his Works of Grace, than 
by our Acknowledgments; and more, ac- WW 
knowledged to be glorious by our Converſa- Wl 
tion, than Expreſſion. Herein is my F. ather glo- . 
rified that ye bear much Fruit. As he moſt glo- 
 rifies himſelf by Communications from him. 

ſelf, ſo we muſt glorify him by Encreaſe of 

Likeneſs to him, and Enjoyment of him. 
When we do good for the ſake of Goodneſs, 
1 

1 

c 

1 


John 15. 
L. 


- — 


act piouſſy for the fake of Piety, and vertu- 
ouſly for the ſake of Vertue, and juſtly for 
the ſake of Juſtice, and charitably for the 
ſake of Charity, we may with great Encou- Wh 
ragement pray as Chriſt did, Father, glorify 
thy Name; g. d. diſcover and make known 
thy ſelf to be glorious, by communicating | 
the Fruits of thy Grace and Goodneſs to us, 
chat we may be enabled in Heart and Life, 


y NN 


4 Dine of God's Wa Pi 7fdo! 


|: to publiſh thy Holineſs, Rip hreouſneſs, and 
£ Goodneſs to thy Honour and Praiſe. ., 

Not only is the Glory of che Father, Son 
and 82 advanc'd by the Divine Platform 
= of Redemption; but a peculiar and diſtinct Ho- 
nour is due to each Perſon according t their 
diſtinct Agency in Salvarion. The Father con- 
rive där, the Son tranſacted it, and the Spirit 
apply d it. The Father electeth, the Son re- 
4 deemech, the Spirit ſanctifieth. The Father 
2 pointed it, the Son acquir'd it, and the 


ders the Work, the Son accompliſheth it ac 
cording to Order, and the Spirit applies it 
Federn The Father ſent the Son, the Son 
Went the Spirit, by the Spirit we are brought 
into the Son, thro* the Son accepted by the 
Father; and therefore there is an harmoni- 
ſous Concurrence of Triune Divinity i in the 
actual Salvation of a Sinner; and therefore 
pn honourable Acknowledgment of the Fa- 
N ther Grace, the Son's Merit, and the Spi- 
Wits Energy from the Sinner, is wiſely provi- 
Wed for in the Oeconomy of 8 i 
That an Infinite Nature can communicate it 
lt to three different Subſiſtencies, without 
uch Diviſion as is among created Beings, 
muſt be determined by the abſolute Perfecti- 


henſible. We muſt not therefore too criti- 
Eally diſtinguiſh bet wixt the ſeveral Perſons in 
their ſeveral Operations, conſidering the Sim- | 
fl Piccic) of the Divine Eſſence; but yet ſince 


escripture does as certainly diſtinguiſh them 
Pacheir Perſons, as unite them in Nature, we 
B re Mugs that a diſtinct Honour! is due —_— : 

| [oy 


F Pplcle com uc scdch it. "The Father or- 


1 s of the Deity, which is to us incompre- 


ner, by Interceſſion grounded on Satisfacti 


ding; God's Willingneſs to fave, with Man 


Order of its Accompliſhinent ſeemꝭ nęcaſſary W- 
from cite Order of Subliſtencies in the Deig fl 
Majeſty of Creator and Judge: The-: Sof, 
_ adteth as Mediator betwixt God and the Sin. 


on: The Spirit as the Agent of the Son bei 
Eins and perfects the Work within, as the S0 
already has without. The Grace and Lor 
deſign d in the Counſel of the Father, an 
prepared by the Mediation of the Son, is ap- 
_ ply'd actually to Souls by the Agency of th 
Spitit. The whole Trinity therefore has 
diſtinct Agency in Redemption, and is to b 
bhbonourabſy acknowledg d by the Redee mei 
_ gdh; How reconcilable ate thofe Truth 
which ſeem moſt oppoſite ? Free Juſtification 
with Chriſt's Satisfaction; the Negeſfity d 
Holineſs; with his Mediation; efficatiou 
Grace, with the Exerciſe of 'Man's reaſonabi 
Nature; the Glory of God's abſolute; Effi, 
ency in Salvation, with Mans ſubſervient 1s 
duſtry to be ſaved; the Spirits Glory i 
. working, with the Sinner's Duty in gtten 


Refuſal to be ſaved; Free Grace the Spria 
of his Happineſs, with himſelf being the At 
thor of his Miſery 1 Since the Father, theo 
the Son, by the Spirit; is all in all, as to bot 
Application and Impetration, the Glory ani 
HFondur of the Father's Grace, the Sons Me 
rit, and Spirit's Energy are intirely ſceur 
the Boaſting of the fallen Creature excluded 
the Merit of humane Works , 


* 
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Doctrins of Free Grace, eſtabliſtrd, and the 
Cahſe bf ohe differing from andtber into 
Gad's Pleaſure::refolv'd; ' In chis Senſe we 
1 is ot of him than a wor of hin dom. 9. 
* Grice, then 20 more of Works, otherwiſe Grattiis 
| po wore Gruen For by Grace are qe ſaved mug Rom. 11. 
Faith g and that not of our ſelipes; it is the Gift of + 


if thow didſt receive it. 1 40 6 don then glory as 7 
if thon hadſt not received it? If the Faithful have 

no caũſe to boaſt: as to Gifts of Superiour 
judgment, then much leſs as to the Gifts ß 
= Saving Grace. Abo bath firſt given to him, Rom. 11. 
end is ſball be recompenc d unto him again? There 8 5 
bre all Chriſtians muſt ſay; Ilive; yet not ij 
but Chriſt liveth in me. I labourd more a: 
bundantly than they all, yet not I, but che 
Grace of God which was with me. By the 


vp, the Lord did not ſet his Love upon you, rv. 
becauſe ye were more in Nuniber than o- 
chers; but becauſe he loved you. FREBIY 

| CROSEN, 40 

File World. FaezLy Apop TED, Predeſtina- 
ee to the Adoption of Children by Chriſt, according 
the gos Pleaſure of bis Mill. Fx RBL I JusTI | 
nip: Juſtiſed freely by bis Grace. Firn Rom. 3. 
8 FREBLY GIVEN, Unto you it is given to believe. 24. 

; REPENTANCE FREBLY GLVEN, Chriſt exalted Phil. 1. 
ebe A Prince and à Saviour, to give. Repentance. 9% 


* : 


Oste Tas GIT T of Gon, I il put 
1 22) Spirit within yau, and cauſe you towalk in my 
f Statutes, ETERNAL HAPPINESS Thü FREE 
Gier or Gop. *7is your Father's good Pleaſure = 
o give you the Kingdom. e 


God. Who makes thet to differ from another? And FP. 2. 83. 
8 hat baft thon that thou haſt nat received? N 1 Cor. 4. 


race of God I am uihat I am. FRBEIY Lo- 1 Cor. 13. 


in Chriſt before the Foundation Eph. 2. 2. 
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. 64 A Diſcourſe of God's Wiſdoms.. 
| Since the Fruits of Grace are diſpens d 
1 from the Father, thro! the Son, by the Spi- 
it, conſiſtently with the Honour and Ule of 
Geoſpel Miniſtrations, and the Exerciſe of 
Man's Eſſential Faculties, the Word and Mi- 
niſtry in their due Subordination are eſta- 
bliſnh'd, and the Sinners Attendance thereon 
for Grace enfore d, Slothfulneſs is prevented, 
In duſtry encourag d, and Negligence con- 

. - demn'd. The Sinner for his careleſs Neg- 
lects is rendred ſpeechleſs, and Juſtice in his 
Ruin blameleſs; Thought and Care about 

our Happineſsexercis'd, Reverence and Cau- 

tion excited, groundleſs Security and Fear 
adaiſcountenanc d, and Hope in a way of Di- 
ligence encouraged, the Glory of ſpecial 
Stace maintain d, the Honour: of Chriſt's 
Suretiſnip defended, and yet all Ground of 
Complaint againſt God prevented. In this 

Senſe they are exhorted to make them 4 new 

Heart, and a neww Spirit, to turn themſelves and 
live, to awale from the Dead, that Chriſt. may 

give them Life, to ſtrive to enter in at the Strait 

Gate, to labour for the Meat that endures to eter- 

nal Life, to improve their preſent Talents, to give 
Diligence to make their Calling and Election 1 8 ; 

but for all this they will not frame their Do- 

ings to turn to the Lord, for the Spirit of Whore- 

dom is in them, they will not come to Chriſt that 

they may have Life; Chriſt would gather them 

| Mat: 18. and they would not; Their Eyes have they elo- 
15. ſed, leſt at anytime they ſee with their Eyes, and 
hear with their. Ears, and be converted; and 1 
| ſhould heal them. They refus'd tv hearken, pull d 

away their Shoulder, ſtopp'd their Ears, that they 

| ſhould not bear, yea, they made their Hearts: as 
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in Ademant, Jeſt they ſhould hear the Law, there- Zech. 2. 
ere it is come to paſs, that as be cried and they." > 12. 
would not bear, ſo they cried and I would not bear, 

W ſaith the Lord of Hoſts : So equitable are Gods 

@ Proceeding in this Caſe, that he ſubmits them 

to human Determination. hat could have Iſa. 3. 4, 


been done more to my Vineyard that I have not 5; 

Lane to it. Whence it appears that his own Ini-.,, 

quit ſhall take the Wicked himſelf, and he ſhall be 

bolden with the, Cords of bis Sin. Thy Ways 

and thy Doings have . procur'd theſe things Jer. 17. 

W unto-thee, this is thy, Wickedneſs; haſt thou 22. 

not procur d this to thy ſelf, in that thou 

haſt forſaken the Lord thy God. Thy own Ver. 19. 

Vickedneſs ſball corre thee, thy Backſlidings | 

hall reprove tbee; know therefore and ſee that it 

i an evil thing and bitter, that thou baſt forſaken 
| the Lord thy God. O Iſrael, thou baſt. deſtroy d Hol. 13. 

ih elf. In ſhort, ſince. God. diſpenſes his? 
Gifts and Graces thro' his Son, by his Spirit, 

8 conſiſtently with the Honour of Wiſdom or- 

dering, and Authority ordaining, the Subor- 

dination of Ordinances, and the diligent Uſe. 

thereof; it follows, that his Spirit's Influences 

are ſuitable and conſiſtent with the Glory of 

his Mercy. Goſpel Miniſtrations are not to be 

undervalued, nor careful Attendance thereon 

neglected, for Converſion is wrought ordina- 

rily in ſuch a wiſe Order as both upholds the 

Honour of Grace, and exerciſeth the Sinner's 

induſtrious Thoughts about his Happineſs. 

Hence Mercy is magnified in all that are ſa- 

ved; and Juſtice vindicated in all that are 

damned: The Sinner's wilful Refuſal of + 

| Grace is impleaded ; and he for his obſtinate 

Negleea,lEconderan'd the Equity of God's 
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Proceedings juſtified ; aid Man's wilful Con- 
_ cemptof Merc charg'd : He is made ſpeech- 
leſs in being his own Selk curbs” by 2 
wilful Neglect of the ſubordinate Mezus 
a wherein the Spirit exerts his Power. 
Atbly. Theh a clear diſtinct View of Uks 
| Conſiſtency of all the Parts of Redemę a 
one with another, in their proper Place and 
Order, is a good Means to difcoyer and pre- 
. ſerve from erroneous Extreams on all Hands. 
Some are for Free Grace without 'Chrilf's Sa- 
tisfarction: Some for” Chriſt's Satisfaction 
without ſpecial Grace in the Application: 
Some forthe Spirit's Office without the Word 
and Miniſtry: Some for Ordinances too much 
in the Room of the Spitit: Some for Free 
Grace, Los Blood, d the Spirit's ng 
ficacy in Oppoſition to 'the Law and Du 
and Some for the latter, in the too much Nev- 
le& of a due Reliance on the former. "Now 
the Doctrine of WISE Grace ri htly under- 
ſtood, diſcovers many Errors about the Do- 
Arine of HER GRACE. Some are for the At. 
tribute of Goodneſs, without a due Regard to 
the Honour of Wiſdom, and Power. *Sorne 
exalt Grace to the Prejudice of Holitſeſs, and 
magnify Mercy to the enervating of Authio. 
rity. Now a due Conſideration of the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of Grace would teach us what Concep- 
tions to form of the Goſpel of Grace, what 
Diſpoſitions comport with theſe Concepti- 
ons, and what kind of Practice is ſuitable to 
| both. *Tis Grace that in the Altitude of its 
—_ Freeneſs does not prejudice any one Attri- 
_ | ute, but is confiſt nt with the Glory 4: oh 
1 Therefore \ we mu adtnite Grace with 
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verence of Holineſs; adore Mercy, buttrem-" 
dle at his Majeſty; be aſham dof our Enmi- . 
17 but thankful for his Indulgence ; o-] ů· ⸗¹ 
the Rights of Juſtice, and ſubſcribe to the De- 
mands of Government. We muſt not under 
preteticè of exalting Mercy diſhonour Juſtice; 
nor under à pretence of honouring Juſtice e- 
clipſe Mercy. God's Compaſſion in Redemp- 
tion, does hot make void God's Rightby Cre- 
ation. The after Diſcovery of Grace, does 
not diſannul the former Claims of Majeſty. 

Chriſt does not mediate to change God, but 
that a Change may be made in us; not to 
make God better, but us better; not him 
more gracious, but us more meet for the 
Some are for Chriſt's Prieftly Office, with- 
out a due Regard to the Glory. of his Prophe- 
cy and Kingdom. Now a due Conſiderati- x 
on of the W1spo mr of Gxaet might teach us, 
what Conceptions to form of the Honour of 
his 'Priefthood, what Diſpoſitions comport 
with thoſe Conceprions, and whit a Practice 
is agreeable ro both. One Branch of the Me- 
diatory Office maſt not be ſeparated from, or 
oppos' d to the other. Is Chriſt divided? 
| His Blood-ſhed muff not be opposd to his 
Doctrine, nor both to his Government; his 
being an Head of Dominion, muſt not be ſe- 
| parated from his being an Head of vital Influ- 
ence; his Righteouſneſs muſt not be divided 
ftom b Example. We muſt be taught by 
him as Prophet, and rul'd by him, as King, 
in a way of abſolute Reliance on him 2s 
Prieſt; and therefore he is exalted, when he 
zs practically as authoriz d, not only 
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68 A Diſcourſe of God's Wiſdom. 
by Dependance on his Righteouſneſs, but by 
Conformity to his Pattern; by Reverence of 
His Authority, and Submiſſion to his Inſtru- 
ction. He will be the Author of Salvation to 
them that obey bim. We need all his Offi- 
ces, could not be ſaved with the Loſs of any 
of them, and therefore niult ſo value his pre- 
cCious Blood, às to reverence his Doctrine as 
Prophet, and Example as King. Our Blind- 
neſs needs his Prophetick Light, our Dead- 
naiels his Kingly Power, as well as our Accur- 
ſedneſs his Prieſtly Merit. He muſt there - 
fore be receiv'd penitently and thankfully, as 
authoriz'd to ſave from the Devil, World, 
and corrupt Nature, with a turning from 
_ theſe by conſent of Will, renouncing them 
in -Purpoſe, ' Deſire, Reſolution and En- 


* d : 


3 deeayougs. 


1 


Some are for the Spirit as 2 Comforter, 
! without a due Regard to him as a Sanctifier. 
1 Some for him as a Sanctifier, without a due 
{| Kegard to the Word and Miniſtry by which 
if on he ſanctiſieth. A due Conſideration of the 
3 Wisbom or GRACE might teach us what I. 
daeas to form of the Spirit's Honour, and 
what a Temper and Carriage is agreeable 
1 thereto. . The Spirit's Office muſt not be ſer 
f pn _ againſt Goſpel Inſtitutions; nor theſe againſt, 
} er in Equality with the Spirit. The we are 
E born not of the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of 
Man, but of God; yet of his own good Will be- 
gat he us with the Word of Truth: A fubordi- 
nate Cauſe in Being and Operation muſt not 
de oppos'd to the Supream; neither, does the 
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gate from, but include the Honour of the A- 


i. - e * 
<i> wrt cheers 


42 3 

330 „ 

© "= * 3 —— "4 . 
- 6 


i 4 : 0 * TIED 2 " ' 
; IS 
1 t 1 U 3 
| \ 


Di ſcour ſe of God's Wiſdom. (9 
gent. Diligence therefore to get Grace, in 
Subſerviency to the Spitit of Grace, does not 
eclipſe the Glory of his Offices; but preſup- 
poſe its Neceſſity, and the Honour due there- 
to. Ordinances are not to be fer againſt, or 
in Equality with, but under Influence of the 
God of Ordinances. The Sinner's induſtri- 
ous Uſe thereof is the beſt way to expreſs his 
Senſe of Weakneſs in himſelf,” his Reverence 
of the Spirit, and Dependance on his Help. 
Indulg'd Slothfulneſs therefore in Reading 
and Hearing and Prayer (under a pretence 
of exalting Grace)is a wilful Diſhonour to the 


= Spirit's Office, pernicious 'to Souls, and a .- 
E daring Contempt of Goſpel Grace. We muft — 
dot therefore villify the Miniſtry, under a = 
pretence of exalting Chriſt ; nor neglect fidu- — 
cial Dependance on Chriſt, under a pretence _- * -_ | 


3 of our induſtrious Attendance.on the Mini- 
= ſry. Prize his Office with a Submiſſion: to 
the Word and Ordinances, a Conſent there- 
to includes a Conſent tothe Word indited by 
him, as the Rule of Faith and Practice, and a 
Conſent to the Society of the Faithful ſancti- 
ſied by the Spirit. To deny his Office is to 
deny the Scriptures, our Baptiſm, the Ne- 
Ceſſity of Holineſs, and an Article of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith. Tis not Truſt, but Preſumption, 
to expect Help in a way contrary to his Ap- 
pointment. To be ſanctified ordinarily without 
the Word, or that the Word without the Spi- 
rit ſnould, or either without our Attendance 
thereon. The greateſt Induſtry therefore is 
conſiſtent with the Glory of his Office, the 
way to expreſs our Reverence of his Power, 
and Dependance on his Help. Hearing, 
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Reading, and Prayer are Means, and therefore 
not to be underyalu'd : They are but Means, 
and therefore not to be overvalu'd. We muſt 
not therefore advance the Office of the Spirit 

to the ſubverting of Goſpel Miniſtrations, by 
which he executes his Office. In ſhort, plain 
Truth muſt not be accounted Error ſo often 
as Our weak Intellect is puzzled to rank it in 
its proper place. The Exiſtence of poſitive 
Entities muſt not be deny d, ſo often as the 
Mode of Operation cannot be comprehended. 

A due Conſideration of the Wiſdom of Grace, 
would teach us what Conceptions to of 
the Glory of the Spirit's Office; the beſt 
way to expreſs our Senſe of the Neceſſity of 
his Help; and Dependance thereon: It would 
-ſhew what Diſpoſitions comport with theſe 
Conceptions, and hat a Practice is agreea- 
ble to both. Subordinates muſt not be made 
0 date Union of Gauſs As there is an a- 


-mazing Union of Cauſes, ſupream and ſub- 
ordinate, in the actual Salvation of a Sinner ; 
ſo this Salvation is fometimes aſcrib'dto one, 
ſometimes to another, under very different 
Conſiderations. Sometimes it is aſcrib'd to 
Grace, by Grace are ye ſaved. Sometimes to 
Chriſt, Chriſt came into the World to ſave. Some- 
times to the Spirit, Saved by the renewing of the 
Holy Gboſt. Sometimes to the Word, The en- 
grafted Word which is able to ſave. Sometimes to 
the Miniſtry, In ſo doing thou ſhalt ſave thy ſelf 
and them that bear thee. Sometimes to Faith, 
Thy Faith hath ſaved thee. Sometimes to Sa- 
craments, Baptiſm ſaves.) 1 


. * 
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Concurrence of many things according 
to Gcd's eſtabliſh'd Order, is neceſſary to 
| "Ip ; * | : ” * OE. 5 . : . p Z 5 bring 
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bring Man into a State of Salvation. God's 
Grace, ãs the in ward moving Cauſe; Chriſtꝰs 
Merit, as the outward impulſive Cauſe; the 
Spirit, as the immediate Efficient; the Goſpel 
Covenant, as the Inſtrumental Conveyance; 
Faith in Chriſt, as the ordain'd Diſpoſition 
of the Subject; the Word: 1d Miniſtry with 
the Sinner's Attendance, as Means to beget 
Faith; the Sacraments, to ſeal the Covenant, 
upon Faith's'being wrought in the aforeſaid 
Order. To every one of theſe in their pro- 
per place and kind, does the Scripture ſome- 
times aſdribe Salvation. 
The Doctrine of Wisz GRAcs, rightly 
underſtood, would keep us from making Sub- 
ordinates, Oppoſites, or Co- ordinates. We 
muſt not reflect upon Holineſs, under pre- 
rence of exalting Chriſt; becauſe tis Chriſt's 
Work to reſtore it, and God is glorify'd by it. 
We muſt not under a pretence of glorifying 
| God by Holineſs, contemn Faith in a Medi- 
| ator; becauſe tis the Means and Root there- 
| of: for this would be to attain the End with- 
out the Means, or contemn the Means in or- 
der to attain the End. This would be to 
dreamof Cure without the Phyſician of Souls, 
or that the Phyſician ſnould cure without the 
Application of Means, or we be cur d with- 5 
| out the Means of Application, becauſe with- 4 
bout Faith we cannot have Holineſs. We 5 
muſt not ſet Goſpel Miniſtrations in Co-or- 
dination with the Spirit, or the Spirit's Of- 
fice in Oppoſition 'to' the Goſpel and Mini- 
ſtry. Tis perniciousin Judgment and Prac- 
tice tomake Co-ordinates, or Oppoſites Sub- 


* 


_ ordinates;,. © 
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3 _ _- . F#hly,, From the Conſideration of Divine 
Bas Wiſdom in the Application of Redemption, 
we infer the Reaſonableneſs of Submiſſion to 
_ God's wiſe Methods of Grace to qualify for 
Glory. To inforce which,. 
I. Conſider the Soul's Immortality, or 
what Eternal Beings you carry within you; 
with the natural Proofs of the great Object 
of Faith legible in the Frame of your own 
Souls, of a God, of Judgment, of Heaven 
and Hell, of the Neceſſity of Religion, and 
Divine Revelation. We beſt know our Soul; 
by their Operations, and the Nature of them 
by the Nature of their Operations; and con- 
ſequently that there is a Firſt and Univerſal 
Soul that made them. The Acts tell us what 
the Faculties are, and ſo what their Subſtance 
is; we Think, therefore have a Thinking 
Faculty, and conſequently a Thinking Some- 
what. That which has a Capacity of Know- 
ing the Difference betwixt Truth and Fal. 
ſhood, Right and Wrong, betwixt Time and 
Eternity, chis World and the other, muſt be 
{uperiour to Matter. That which can act 
within it ſelf abſtracted from Matter; can u- 
nite all the Perceptions of the ſeveral Senſes; 
Can, With a Power above Senſe, correct its 
Miſtakes; controul the Phantaſie and Appe- 
tite; doubt and review its Doubts ;- conceive 
of Number without Magnitude ; recolle& 
things paſt; foreſee things to come; infer 
Cauſes from Effects, the ſupream from the 
ſubordinate, and ſo gather ſatisfactory Con- 
= aluſions of the certain Being of Things be- 
. ond Senſe; muſt certainly he eſſentially di- 
| Ning from the Body, and in its Nature ca- 
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own Nature be diſſoly d with the Body, for 


. where” there is no Matter there can be no 
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pable of and/deſignedfor ' Subſiſtance in ano- 
ther State. Tis impoſſible it ſhould in its 
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Parts of Matter, nor Separation of thoſe 


Parts, and therefore no Diſſolution, but a 


natural Aptitude to, ſurvive the Body. Tis 


unreaſonable to ſuppoſe the wiſe God ſhould 


make a Creature with a Capacity of knowing 


him, its Relation to him, and the reſulting 


Duty thereof, ſhould give it a Proſpect of 


future Happineſs, with a reſtleſs Tendency 
thereto, and after all reduce it to nothing. 


God who has fitted the Soul with Faculties 
for the Attainment of noble Ends, does there- 


in declare ſuch Ends are to he attain'd. His 


Will is learnt by his Works as well as his 
Word. The Fitneſs thereof for ſuch Uſes 


and Ends is à natural Proof of the Attaina- 
bleneſs thereof. Tis ſelf-evident we cannot 


what we are fundamentally uncapable of, and 


neer deſign d for; if ſo, Man's higheſt Du- 


be bound to labour after what has no certain 
Exiſtence, or real Being in Nature; after 


ty would be Deceit, the World govern'd by 


Falſhood, the beſt moſt deluded, 'and ſtrict 
Subjection our final Ruin. Our Capacity 


and Duty therefore to mind future Happineſs, 


is a natural Proof of its certain Being, as well 


| as our own Immortality. An Effect proves 
2 Cauſe; the Creature a Creator, and parti- 
cular Minds an univerſal. Therefore tis moſt 


certain, all Men carry within them a natural 


Evidence of Deity, for there cannot be more 


in the Effects than in the Cauſe, and there 


| fore nothing can be the Cauſe of Soul but 


Soul, 


bo 


7 4 se 10 God's Wiſdom, 
Ss of Vaderfanding but Underſtanding; ; 

ay as nale uppoſe one Contrary is the 

Ca: of another, "Dinknoſe the Cauſe of 
2872 Water of Fire, as that the Particles of 
Matter howſoever modified ſhould think, de- 
liberate, chooſe and reſolve. A ſpiritual Na- 
ture cannot come but from the Father of Spi- 
rits. Created Minds deriye their Being from 
the uncreated Mind. Nothing can give What 
it hath not, and therefore if God was not e- 
minently a Spirit, there could be no created 
Spirits. Our Conception of Underſtanding 

we find wichin, points at ſomething chat 135 

total Underſtanding, our Activity of Thought 
5 Proves a Being able to do more chan we can 

; think. Our boundleſs Thirſt after Content, 
proves a boundleſs Good that can content it. 

We are fure therefore, from our Souls and 

their Actings, there muſt be a firſt Being of 

infinite Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that 

made them, who muſt be more to the whole 

Univerſe than our Souls to our Bodies; for 

if there were as many Worlds as there are al- 

ready Souls in the World, and theſe filled 
with rational Souls, one God would be e- 
nough-for t them all. As the Capacity af our 
Souls for an eternal Duration proves the di- 
vine Will to perpetuate them, ſo it proves 2 
future State in which they muſt be perpetua- 

ted. The Independency of her Acts, as in 
Self. Reflection, proves the Independency of 
her Subſiſtance from the Body, and therefore 
that there muſt he ſome State in which ſhe 

muſt ſubſiſt, conſequently every Man carries 

within him 2 natural Evidence, of. an Heaven 

| 00 Hell; ; if She * muſt for everbe in be- 

fe! | | ing, 


3 


ing, it muſt be in being ſome where. Her 
natural Senſe of Right and Wrong proves a 
natural Law, that proves a Law. giver, and 
both a Dooms-day. The natural Subordina- 
tion of a Creature to its Creator, is a legible 
Proof of future Judgment. He is our Sove- 


rable Duties, which would be all bootleſs, 
and deluſory, if we were not accountable for 
performance or Neglects, and accordingl7 
rewarded or puniſhed.” Therefore Man car- 
rieth within him a natural Evidence of a God, 


Hell: and therefore God's Government of 
Man in this State, without the immediate 
Sight of the great Objects of Faith, is agreeable 
to the rational Nature; the contrary would o- 
verthrow the Nature of a State of Tryal, as 
well as over- ſet the Frailty of humane Nature. 


and his Attributes, of Judgment, Heaven and | 


If we are Men, we have Reaſon; if we have 


| Reaſon, we have higher Light to ſee by than 
| Senſe : if we have higher Light to fee by than 
| Senſe, we may by reaching beyond the 
| Bounds thereof, be infallibly aſſured by natu- 
ral Evidence, of a God, Heaven, Hell and 
Judgment, tho? at preſent inviſible to Senſe. 
What tho'the Soul was ne're out ofthe Body 
immediately to behold the Objects of Faith; 
and tho the Knowledge of them cannot en- 
ter our Minds by che Way of our Senſes, yet 

it may enter by Reaſon; and is not the Soul 
more excellent than the Body, or is Qur Cer- 
| tainty of its Operations leſs than the Acting 

of our Senſes? Can we not be aſſurd by 

Reaſoning we do Reaſon, as by Living we 


are 
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are alive! Is not Evidence of Reaſon as cre, 
dible as Senſe, in that Reaſon excelleth 
Senſe; and is not Evidence of Faith and Rea. 
ſon more credible ſtill? Can we not diſco. 
ver the Truth of inviſible Realities by diſco 
vering their natural Proofs? And is it not moſt 
reaſonable upon this Diſcernment to act ac. 
cording to the Importance of future Happi. 
neſs and Miſery, though inviſible to Senſe? 
from all which we may ſee a Neceſſity of Re. 
ligion in the World, of our Submiſſion to 
God's Methods of Grace, of our ſubſerving 
the Spirit's Influences, of exerciſing our Con- 
* and Induſtry, about our Happi- 
_ Muſt we live for ever, and ſhould we not 
pleaſe him that can make happy or miſerable 
for ever? Open your Eyes, look about you, 
act like Men, conſult better, chooſe better, 
live better, depend on his Goodneſs, reſign 
all to his Sovereignty, thankfully receive his 
Benefits, adore his Excellencies, reverence 
his Authority, and ſubmit to his Government, 
Since we carry within us natural Evidences 
of inviſible Realities, it muſt needs follow 
that Revelation js neceſſary. Tho we have 


ſuch Groundsin Nature as may eſtabliſh us in 


the Belief of our own Immortality, of God, 
of Judgment, Heaven and Hell, yet as to the 
Riſe of God's Diſpleaſure with Mankind, 
| Reconciliation by an incarnate Deity, and 
the Way of acceptable Worſhip in this State, 
the Light of Nature cannot inform or direct 
us. We muſt know wherein the Chief Good 
conſiſts, the Way to its Enjoyment, the Mi- 
ſery we are plunged into, with the Means df 
"In ö Dur 
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our Eſcape, before we can attain the ſupceam 
End of Life, and therefore Revelation is ne- 
ceſſary. How can it ſtand. with. our beſt I- 
deas of perfe& Goodneſs, and its Government 
of the Reaſonable World, that Man ſhould be 
without a ſufficient Directory of Faith and 
| Worſhip ſufficiently made known. Now is 
it impoſſible that God ſhould reveal his Will 
credibly to Mankind, with ſufficient Evi- 
dence in this State of Apoſtacy? Where then 
lis his Omnipotency? If he cannot reveal it 
in a Way agreeable to our preſent State, ſo 
chat we may be infallibly aſſur'd that it is his 
Will, what would become of his Veracity? 
Can mortal Man tell his Mind, by ſpeaking 
ſo as that none preſent ſhall be able to doubt 
thereof, and is not God the Creator able to 

do more? Tho' we cannot immediately ſee 
our own Souls, yet we can communicate our 
Sentiments, wich ſufficient Evidence thereof, 

to our fellow-Creatures;; tho? we cannot im- 
mediately ſee God's Eflence, yet he can ſo 

reveal his Will as to beget in us a rational un- 
doubted Certainty of his Revelation. Tis 
moſt certain he can in ſome ſuitable Way 
with ſufficient Proofs make known a Directory 
of Faich and Worſhip, ſo as to aſſure us of its 
Author and Original. Is not the concurring, 
Teſtimony bf ſo many Thouſands as were a- 
bout the Mount in the Days of Moſes, or as 
| were Eye-witneſſes of Chriſt's Doctrine and 
Miracles plainly impoſſible to be falſe. If all 
Mankind on Earth, in the Days of Moſes, 
had been preſent at the Mount with the Ira. 
| elites, or if all Mankind upon this Globe, in 
che Days of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, had [ory 
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Chriſſtatis, yet o next Age come 
rd, che Knodledg thereof but by credible il 
Nepött well atteſted? oo not their Teſtimo. ! 
ny the only batural. Medium to convey c 
1 
] 
| 


io of theſe Things from their Senſe; 
BS as ve at this Diftarice.” Ati 


tien in being, to have feen and heard all: 

Fea more fati 880% to à particular Perſon a 

his Diſtance than if he had been a ſingle Eye 
Witness; for nothing in Nature can produc: 
an univerfal Teſtime ny among Perſons of al 
ntereſts, empers 2180 Principles, but th: 
Truth and Being of che Thing aſſerted; and 
1 Reasons enough in Nature to have 
produced à Contradiction in the Time and 
Place where the Things were ſaid to be dont, 

I they had been Hale, - Beſſdes che heavenly 
Nature of the Doctrine, its Excellchty Abo 
all others, its Suitableneſs ro natural Eight, 
And bur State of Apoſtacy, the Multitude of 
uncontroulable Miracles, the Deluge of Blood 

with which it was feal a; its mighr Progreſ 
againſt. all Oppoſition the Corre e 

_ of Events with Teneumkantial Predictions, 45 
the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, the Subverſion 
= of the Community, the conſtant Succeffion 
A of Chriſtians, the fog tes of the Goſpel kf 

iy the A and God's remaining Curſe up 

e cht 50 ly Effects of che Doane on 
| 1 Soul NF the Correſporidence of 
theſs Effects with the Nature of the Doctrine, 
are a ſancting Proof of the Original. As 
from an Effet we are aſſurd of a Cauſe, and 
from the Nature of an Re, of the Nature 


of 


* 
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of the/Cauiſe 5 ſs, ſo from the good arid holy Ef- 

fes of the Docrine of hs Goſpel on Souls, 

we are aflurdof its holy Nature and Original, 
Furthermore, there are ſo many things fall un- 
det the Obſervation of Senſe, as ma confirm 
us In the Belief of the Scriptures; the Dege- 
neracy of Mankind we ſee facilitates our Be- 
lief '6f 'the Account the Word gives us of 


Adum' Fall: The univerſal Conteſt betwixt 


Good and Bad, ſpringing from implacable 
Enmity, proves the Truth ofthe firſt Goſpel ; 
Iwill put Enmity between thee and the Woman, 
betwetn thy Seed 2 ber Seel: Th e Agreeable- 


neſs of We IN to the beſt of Mens Tem- 


pets, and the Harmony of the regenerate 
Nature in all Chriſtians herewith, and Suita- 


bleneſs of the heavenly Temper to che heaven. 
I ly. Life, does eſtabliſh Chriſtians in the Be- 
| 1555 of Chriſtianity. Can we doubt whether 


it Doctrine be from Heaven, that hath 


been bleſt to fit Souls for Heaven? 2 Ohthere- 
| fore ſtudy this Goſpel, tis a moſt ſure Word 
| of Prophecy : read it attentively, hear it re- 


verently, and meditate on it conftahitly. At- 
tend on its Ordinances, believe them to be 
Means of Grace, depend intirely on the Spi- 
ritof Grace, pray earneſtly for his {ſpecial A- 


| gency to make them ſucceſsful. God has in 


theſe laſt Days ſpoken to us by his Son; ſee 
then that ye refuſed not him that ſpeaketh, for . 
ifye hear not Moſes and the Prophets, nel 

ther will ye be perſwaded, %% one roſe from 
the Dead. No higher Truths, no ſtronger 
Evidence, no fitter Means, no higher Mo- 
tives, can be reveal d by o one from che Dead 


449. 


by an RT" the Goſpel. ' 
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univer 
human Nature. God made Man. upright, 


in his Room. Oh ſad Apoſtacy ! Ah la- 


\ 


© 24h. To inforce your Submiſſion to God 


wiſe Methods of Grace, to fit you for 


Glory; conſider, diligently conſider, the 
al Defilement and Miſery of the fallen 


but they ſought out many Inventions. We 
all like Adam have tranſgreſs d the Covenant, 
and therefore all have ſinn'd and fallen ſhort 
of the Glory of God. There is none righte- 
ous, no not one. Mie ure ſhapen in Iniquity, 


and in Sin did our Mothers conceive us. The 
Fountain being infected, the Streams cannot 
be pure, for who can bring a clean thing out 


of an unclean? That which is born of tbe Fleſþ 


is Fleſh... Therefore our Minds are ignorant, 


our Wills perverſe, our Conſciences be- 


num' d, and Affections diſorderd. Every J. 


magination of Man's Heart is evil continually. 


The natural Manunderſtands not the Things 


of God. Thecarnal Mind is Enmity againſt 


_ God; They that are in the Fleſh cannot 
pleaſe God. Void of Good, full of Evil. 
'The Maſter-peice of the Creation is ſhatter'd, 
the Primitive Order perverted, and thè Sub- 
ſerviency in the human Nature diſturbed, 


The Creator depoſed. below the: Creature, 


and the Creature advanced in his Place. God 
dethron'd in the Eſteem, Choice, and De- 


light of the Sinner, and carnal Self enthron 


mentable Degeneracy! Oh curſed Idolatry 
God's univerſal R ight is diſclaim'd, the Go- 
vernment of our ſe 

Luſts 1 8 Our Conceptions are clouded, 
and a juſt 


1 
elves uſurped, and brutiſh 


juſt Senſe of our Dignity is decay'd. 
The Souls rightful Dominion over the Body 


* 
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is invaded, its Supremacy over the Phantaſy 
and Appetite aſſaulted, and their Subjection 
to the Will guided by Reaſon forfeited. The 
Dictates of Reaſon, are contradicted, the 
Will's Command over the ſubordinate Facul- 

ties ſlighted. The Underſtanding is dark- 
ned, the Will is depraved, and the whole 
Soul is infected. The Phantaſy. is wicked 
and tyrannical, the Appetite violent and ra- 
ging, the Paſſions: tumultuous and irregular, 
and the whole Practice erroneous and damna- 
ble: The Head where the Feet ſhould be, and 
the, Feet where the Eyes were; Servants ride 
on Horſe-hack, and Princes walk en Foot; 
govern'd by Phantaſy more than Judgment, 
by Appetite more than Will, by Earth more | 
than Heaven; by Time more than Eternity, "3 15 
and therefore ruſd more by brutiſh Inclina tie: 
ons, than rational Dictates. How deplora=- 11 
dle is the Human, Nature, ſunk from its 
primitive Subordination to God and it ſelf? _— 
What monſtrous Deformity is there in the — 
Nature of Sin! What barbarous Cruelty in „ 
Rebellion! What curſed Bondage are wein! — __ 
Rebels to God, Slaves to Deviliſm. The 4 
| Crown is fallen from our Heads, wo to us, 
| for we have ſinned. | This is my Condition 
and yours by Nature. Your Disbelief does tl 
not make it better than as now deſcribed, for 550 = 
ue are all Tranſgreſſors from che Womb: "i 
We go aſtray as ſoon as we are born; and = 
| therefore by Nature we muſt certainly be + 
Children of Wrath, under a dreadful Sen = 
| tence of Condemnation, for all the World is . 1 
| become guilty before God, and be that be- 
lieves not is condemned already, becauſe he be- 

"Wk f G e e 


5 * N — * — 1 —— - 
75 . ks * — 
rr 


= =» TIER —- . — iM a a he ˙ i ENS — 


. 1 
2 — TRE r — 3 7 2 2 
—— — — —— — — CCC ⁵¹¹‚. ͤ—=᷑⁊́ me 


Per R — 
. e 3 - 
2 ore 1 

— — ů — — — — 
= 


F 


B A Difcomrſe of God's Wiſdon:. 


recover us from this Deflement and Miſery 


ment 
2 ore there is a N 


to God's wiſe Methods 
7 ance on him for renewing Influences. 


Man would be as God, and that deſtroy d 


a Proofof Earth's Return to Heaven. The 
_ neſt of our Re- eſpouſal to God in Chriſt. 
Phe amicable Accord betwixt the two Na- 
tures by the Hypoſtatic Union, exempliti- 


God and Man, and ſhewsthat God by Chriſt 
is become acceflible, 'isiticlined to be recon. 


Junction of the God-head and Man-hood in 5 


nation to God and our ſelves? Is he not here- 


Rewer mot + For 1 ve. 
| 4 Men Fer 
of healing 
Means, and our diligent Uſe cherook, of the 
fanctifying Agency of the Spirit, of our ear- 
neſt Prayer for his Help Mc our Submiſſion 
— Grace in Depen- 


3%. Confider 'therefore the "Univerſs 
Suitablenelt of the Mediator as authoriz d to 


of the human Nature. Chriſt is God raph 
one, in order to make God and Man one. 


him; God will be as Man! in order to recover 
him. Heaven and Earth have contracted, a5 


Divinity is eſpous d to Humanity, as an Ear- 


eth a Correfpondence to be ſettled betwin 


cilable, A pproaches to him may be com- 
fortable, and a Fitnefs for that Converſe a: 
rainable in this embodied- State. Is not the 


the Perſon of the Mediator, the greateſt. 

Ground to aſſure us of Reconeiliation be. 
ewixt God and fallen Sinners? Does it not u- 
niverſally qualify him to reconcile God to 
Man, and Man to God, by recovering u | 
from our Filth ind Guile unto our Zubordi- 


pon univerfally ſuitable to reveal Salvation, 
to? 
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40 cure our Ignorance by the Light of his 


1 Diſcourſe of God's Wildim. © 


&, 


. 


Doctrine as Prophet? To acquire Salvation 
for us, to overcòme our Enmity by the Me- 


fit of his Bloodſhed as Prieſt? To apply re- 
veal'd and acquit d Salvation to us by the Ef- 


ficacy of his Power as King? Does not his 
Offices imply our miſerable! Neceſſity? Are 
they not calculated to our happy Recovery? 
If our Wound was curable. 


man ſo authoriz d to be our Phyſician? We 


have all catch d a dreadful Contagion, by the 


Apoſtacy of our firſt Parents, and nothing 


but a Potion confected of the Blood of God's 


own Son can heal us. Behold me, behold 


me, faith Chriſt, Come unto me all ye that are 


ound was by any created 
Power, what need would there be of God- 


Peary and heavy laden, and I will give you Reſt. 


Come buy of me Gold tried in the Fire that 


thoitmayeſt be rich, white Raiment to co- 
ver thee with, that the Shame of thy Naked- 


= neſs: do not appear, and anoint" thine Eyes 
= with Eye-Salve that thou may'ſt fee. ' Poor 
= Captives, behold your Redeemer! Loft Souls, 
behold your Saviour! Ignorant -Souls, be- 
hold your Teacher! Guilty Souls, behold 


your Advocate! Diſeaſed Souls, behold your 


Phyſician! Come flee ro your City of Re- 


fuge; venture all upon him, ſurrender all to 


him, expect only to be reſtor d to your Sub- 
ordination to God and your ſelves in him, 
and by him. Believe him to be ſuch an One as 

the Goſpel declares him to be: Conſent to 
him as ſuch an one for your ſelves, reſign 
all into his Hands, depend on his All- ſuffici- 


ency to do his undertaken Work. Follow 
= Conduct, conform to his Pattern. Uſe 
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the Means of his Preſeription, and you moſt 
certainly will find he is mighty to ſave, able 
to ſave to the uttermoſt, all that come unto 
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God bynint, © i ar borlibooli tg 


lx. To inforce your Submiſſion to God's 


wile Methods of Gxace, in, order to be im 


powerd to comply with Chyiſt as authoriz'd, 
that you may be reſtor d to Happineſs in God, 


_ -Conformity te God, and Acquaintance with 


God, conſider the engaging Invitations of the 


Goſpel; God has without asking your Con- 


ſent provided a Saviour, and therein a Sacri- 

fice, eftabliſh'd a Covenant, and the Terms 
1 of Peace, prepar ed ] ſuitable Bleſſings, -OF- 
dained ſubſervient Means, commanded; our 

Uſe thereof in Dependance on his Spirit, has 


authoriz'd his Ambaſſadors to treat, by them 


does offen the Bleflings of the Covenant on 
the Terms chereof to induce your Compli- 
ance, does enter his Claim to your Perſons 
and Services, and demands an Acknowledg- 
ment of his Right, and upon your penitent 
Conſent impower them in his. Name and 
Stead, to Sign and Seal the Covenant betwixt 
him and you. All things are ready, come to 
the Marriage. God the offended Sovereign 
makes the firſt Motions of a Peace, offers Hex 
ven to your Choice to encourage your Hopes, 
threatens Hell as the Puniſhment of your Re- 
ſuſal to awaken, your Fears, and by all de- 
_ clares his Willingneſs to have the Breach com- 


poſed, the Difference made up, a Peace con- 


2 Cor. 8. 
4 18, | 19. 


committed to us the Miniſtry of Reconciliation. 


cluded, and a-Union of Friendſhip: accom- 


pliſhed. God was in Chriſt, recondiling the NV. orld 
to himſelf, not imputing theirTreſpaſſes, and hath 
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of Diſcourſe of Eod*s Wiſdom, 85 
Now then we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 
who does beſeech you by us, we pray you in 
Chriſt's ſtead, be you reconciled. Hhoſo is 
Jimpie let him turn in hither, forſake the Fooliſh Prov. g, 
and live, and go in the way of Underſtanding. 1; 2, 3:4» 
What God in Chriſt has prepared for you, and © 
the Goſpel offers to you, that are you bound 
upon Pain of higheſt Diſpleaſure to accept. 
Ho, every one t bat thirſteth, come ye to the Ma- Ih. 55.1, 
ters, and he that hath no Money; come buy Wine > 3+ 
and Milk without Price and Coſt: Wherefore ſpend. 
ye your Money for that which is not Bread, and 
your Labour for that which [atisfieth not; bearken 
diligently, incline your Ear, and come unto me, _ 
Hear and your Souls ſhall live, and I will make an h 
everlaſting Covenant with you. In the laſt Day, John 7. 
that great Day of the Feaſt, Feſus ſtood and cri- 37 
ed, ſaying, If any Man thirſt let him come unto 
ane and drink. Whoſoever will let him take the Rev. 22. 
Water of Life freely. The Spirit and the Bride)? 
ſay, come, and let bim that heareth ſay, come, 
and let him that is a tbirſt come. The i 
Spirit in the Bride, and the Bride by the — 
Spirit, invite to Grace as the Way to Glory. _ 
Repentance, and Remiſſion of Sin muſt be preach d Luke 24. ik 
unto all Nations, beginning at Jeruſalem. The #7» 1 
Crucifiers of Chriſt muſt have the firſt Offer 
of Pardon in the Blood of Chriſt. Amazing 
Riches of Grace! that the Efficacy of Chriſt's | 
Blood ſhould waſh away the Guile of his | 
Blood. The chiefeſt of Sinners have, and = 
ſtill may upon ſound Repentance find Mercy. | 
A perſecutiug Paul, an extorting Zacchew, 
an idolatrous Manaſſeh, an unclean Magdalen, 
an adulterous David, a perjured backſliding 
Peter. Chriſt came into the World to ſave Sin- 
= > © ners, 
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ners, ſaith Paul, whereof Tam chief/ How mel. 


tingly does he expoſtulate? How compaſſi- 


Rev. 3. 


Waiting on Sinners. Who is it that does in- 
vite? The Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, 
the King of Kings, the intellectual Wiſdom 
of the Father, one that thought it 8 

to be equal with God, one that hat 
of you, that could force his Glory out of you, 


ners, ſelf-deftroy'd Sinners, inveterate Ene- 
mies, ſtubborn Rebels, in a State of Maligni- 
ty, in the High-way to endleſs Miſery, mor- 


pg and the Canſe thereof? From an Hel 


ed. Turn ye, turn 46, Why will ye die. 


bear my Voice antl open the Door, I will come and 
ſup with him, and be with me. Here's gracious 


yet the Deſire of all Nations, one Fairer than 


doth invite, intreat, and wait to be graci- 


_ defire Mercy and Grace, for they run away 


and who has firſt given to him. What doth 


onately does he entreat? How patherically 
does he ſollicit. As I live, ſaith the Lord, I 
have no Pleaſure in the Death of the Wiel. 


Behold I tand at the Door abil knock, if any Mai 


Condeſcenſion, tender Love, and patient 


no need 
Your offended Sovereign, your Judge, and 


the Sons of Men, the chiefeſt amongſt ten 
thouſand, altogether lovely. This is he that 


Who are you that are thus invited? Sin- 


tal, dying, accountable Sinners, ſuch as don't 


from the Means thereof, and from God the 
End thereof. Such as don't deſerve it, for 
they have diſmally provoked God, and con- 
tinue ſo to do. Such as can never regain it, 
for we have nothing but what we feceive, 


he invite you from, but from Self, Deſtructi- 
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be ma 
= KReproof, Behold F will pour out wy Spirit upon Prov. 1. 
= you, I will make knows my Words unto you. I Rev. 21. 

Vill give to him that is a thirſt of the Fountain of 6 Pg 
= the Water of Life freely: I will pour Water on him "4 ta 
= A ad ach 0 4 John 6. 

3 that is thirſty, and Floods on the dry Ground, He 37. | 
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ADyſcour ſe of God Miſdom. 87 
liſh Nature within, and from an Hell with- - 
out, from the curſed Society of infèrnal Spi- 
rits, from a Courſe of Impiety and Vice as 
the way to Mitery, from hurting and wrong- 
ing your ſelves by ſinning againſt him. Un- 


| * 
to what does he invite you? Unto himſelf as 


the authoriz d Mediator; and through him- 


ſelf unto the Love of the Univerſal Good, to 
| the Knowledge of him, Likeneſs to him, 


Converſe with him, and final Happineſs in 
him. To his Spirit as your Sanctifier, to his 
Conduct and Help, to his Word as your 


Guide, to his Church as your Society, to 
© Piety and Vertue as the way to Glory, to the di- 

ligent Uſe of God's Ordinances, as the Means 
of Holineſs, to make us meet for Happineſs. 
What pet; Promiſes of Acceptance does 


e upon your Return? Turn ye at my 


that comes unto me Twill in no wiſe caſt out. How | 
ready to hear the Cries of Penitents, how 


forward to grant their Requeſts, how in- 


clin'd to lend an Ear to their Groans: Before 


| they call I will anſwer, and while they are yet 12.65.24, 
W ſpeaking I will hear: I ſaid I will confeſs my Plal. 32. 
Tranſgreſſons, and thou forgaveſt me the Iniquity th 


of my Sin. The Father of the Prodigal ſaw Luke 15. 


him when he was a great way off, and no 20. 


wonder ſince God ſaith, I am ſought of them 113. 6 „ 


; that asked not for me, I am found of them that 2. 


ſought me not, J ſaid, behold me, behold me. 3 
have ſpread out my Hands all the Day unto 
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a rebellious People. How does he threaten your 


Denial ? See that-yourefuſe not him that {peaketh, 


How ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo great Salva- 
tions Of how 6-14 ſorer Puniſhment ſhall they 
be thought worthy, that have trampled under foot 


Chriſt Jeſus ? |} It will be more tolerablę for So- 


dom and Gomorrah, in the Day of Judgment, 


than for ſuch. How does he bewail your Re- 


Hol. 11.8. 


deli ver thee, Iſrael? 


. 22. fuſal? O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, how often 


would I have gathered thy Children, but ye would 


7. not? O that my People had hear en dito me, 0 
that they were wiſe, that they would conſider this! 


How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? how ſball ] 


5thly. Conſider that a rational Love of your 
ſelves is neceſſary, and con- natural; an in- 
diſpenſible Duty by the Law of God and 
Nature. All Methods of Divine Govern-- 
ment, all the Laws of God, the Terms of Sal- 
vation, and ſubordinate Means of Grace do 
pre ſuppoſe it, and are calculated to it. As 
Man conſiſts of Soul and Body, ſo there is a 


two-fold Love of Self, eſſential to him: A 
neceſſary Love of ſenſative Self, and a ne- 
ceſſary Love of rational Self: The former 
common to Men and Beaſts; the latter com- 
mon to Men and Angels: The former a na- 


tural Bias to what Senſe repreſents as good; 
the latter a natural Bias to what Reaſon re- 
preſents as good: Both indelibly implanted in 


human Nature, and as inſeparable from it as 
Or e in heavy Bodies: The former 


ſtronger to a Man's felf than all the World: 


We can feel our perſonal Good or Evil more 
than others; our Hunger, Thirſt, Sickneſs, 
Want, Joy, or Delight in it ſelf, but nor 


Another, 
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anothers. The Heart knows its ou Bitterneſs, Prov. 14 


but 3 
Skin for Ski 
ve of our ſelves, ſo far as Good is in Subor- 


dination to God]; and as having a fundamen-· 


tal Capacity for Grace and Glor 7. 


; L 
Without this, what room would there be 


for Rewards or Puniſhments; for Promiſes 
and Threats, for Happineſs or Miſery? 
Without this there would be no Place 


for Miniſterial Pleadings, for Diſcourſes of 


the Supream Good, and the Means to attain 


it. Without this we ſhould not be capable of 


Moral Government, not capable to receive 


Inſtructions; to fear Puniſhment, to hope 
for Rewards, and as mov'd hereby to per- 
form Duty. How conſonant hereto are God's 
wiſe Methods of Grace, the Terms of Life, 8 


and God's Love as a Directory of Practice. 


All that is dangerous, hurtful and deſtructive 
to our Safety is forbidden; all that is good, ad- 


© vantagious and profitable is requir d; there- 


b fore Intereſt and Perſonal Security ſhould 


move us to Duty. All God's Statutes and Or- 


dinances are Acts of Kindneſs and Mercy 

teſpecting our Advantage and Happineſs, as 
well as of Authority reſpecting his Honour 

and Glory, and therefore it would be for the 


Calamity, Miſery and Torment of Man- 
| kind, if what is forbidden were a Duty, or 


| what is requir'd abrogated. If thou be wiſe, 
| therefore be wiſe for thy ſelf. What does the 


Lord thy God require of thee, but to keep all 


his Commandments for thy Good. How rea- 
ſonable and good is it, that Man, who want 


N 


er does not intermeddle with its Joys. ag) 
in, and all that a Man hath, will be | 


* 
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and uſe them with his utmoſt Strength and 


* 


rally and neceffarily loves his Safety, ſhould 


be bound to uſe the proper Means thereof, 


Induftry, and his Obligation thereto enforced 
with eternal Rewards and Puniſhments; yea, 
that he ſhould uſe Means for the Preſervatio 

of Rational ſelf, with as much Care and Di- 
hgence as he does for the Preſervation of fen- 


ſitive Self. So let him read, hear, pray and 
conſider as one that neceſſarily deſires Happi- 
neſs, and can't defire Torment and Miſery, 


not ſlothfully and triflingly, but prudently 


and conſtantly. Don't be unmercifal, bar. 
barous, cruel and unnatural to your ſelves. 
Don't love Miſery, in its Cauſe, Sin; don't 
hate Happineſs in the Means thereof, Holi- 


- neſs. Act like Men that have Reaſon as well 
as Senſe. Judge by Reaſon and not by Senſe, 


what is good and to be purſued, what is evil 


and to be avoided. Purſue your Safety, avoid 


your Miſery. Fear what is hurtful; hope 


for what is beneficial. Act like Men that 
have a natural Bias to Happineſs, like Men 
that can't deſire Torment. Have Pity up- 
on your ſelves; your own Souls, your own 


Happineſs, your own Miſery, your own 
Danger muſt be regarded. If you would 


not be burnt, don't throw your ſelves inte 


the Fire; If you would not be damn'd, don't 


continue in Impenitency. If — care not 
for God, yet care for your ſelves. Take 


OQare of your Souls and Happineſs, and don't 
hurt your ſelves. Don't wrong your Souls, 


have Compaſſion on your ſelves. Don't act 


againſt your Happineſs and Safety: Tho 


aff 
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| A Diſcourſe of God's Wiſdom. 91 
C tour, yet | regard your ' Self-preſervarion: 
Dont take more Pleaſure in abuſing” God; 
than in purſuinng your own Safety. Dofſ'e 

act againſt God and Nature, in continuing 
unconcerned about his Honour and thy Hap 
pineſs. O don't caſt ſelf upon the puniſhing 
Juſtice of a Sin- revenging God. Open thins 
Eyes, look before thee, foreſee the Happi- 
neſs offer'd ro encourage thy Hope, and th 

8 Miſery denounced to 2waken thy Fears. Let 

| ſenſitive be ſubordinate to rational Self, and 

let carional Self command fſenfitive? Im- 
prove your natural ſelf-Love to the exciting 

| your Love of God. Make not your ſelves 

| the chief Rule and End. Don't act as if you 

| were the ſupream Being, and God your Vaſ- 

| fal : As if there were more engaging Excel- 
lency in a contemptible Creature, than in 
the Creator: As if an inferiour Good was 
more deſſrable than the ſupfeam Goodneſs : 
As if the derived Excellencies in the Grea- 
ture were more entertaining than the univer- 
ſal Amiableneſs. Don't depoſethe great God 
in your Eſteem, Choice and Purſuit. Don't 
deſire God's Will to be brought to yours 

© Don't ſuch chooſe a baſe and brutal Happi- 
= nels, as make ſelf-pleaſing and ſelf-ſeeking, in 

E Oppoſicion to God, their higheſt End? 8 
they not guilty of damnable Idolatry? Po 
they not herein equalize themſelves with the 

© Beaſts? Arethey not barbarouſly cruel to 
their own Souls? Do they not Nlightits Hap- 
pineſs in uſing it as a Tool, to contrive and 
cater for the Body? Will not an eternal Se- 
paration from the chief Good be & juſt Puniſh- 
ment of your ſupream Love of an e 5 
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Prov. 5. 


- cured theſe Things ; thu is thy Wickedneſs. His 


22. 
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Cood? Can you truly love your ſelves, and 


gives you all, who will be inſtead of all, yea 


Judgment to be given up of God to your 
ſelves? * moſt miſerable 1 
ſelves ag withdrawn from your Dependance 
on God, Subordination to God, and Bleſ. . 
ſedneſs in God! Will not an Hell ariſe ou , 
of the Bowels of Sin? Does not carnal Self. 


ſo in- wrought in the very Being of the Thing, 
i ads that if you chooſe the former, you cannot 
5 Jer. 4. 18. eſcape the latter: Thine own Wickedneſs ſhall 


be ſhall be holden with the Cords of his Sin. Oh 
therefore as you neceſſarily love your ſelves, 
- chooſe what is beſt in it ſelf, and beſt for 


than diſpleaſe your ſelves by acting againſt 
corrupt Inclinations. You cannot but wiſh 
well to your ſelves, open your Eyes, look 
lies; not in being your own chief End, not 


ſon, not in ſubordinating your Souls to your 


ternal, not in uſing your ſelves as if you were 


* : 


not love him that gave you your ſelves, that 


better than all beſides? Is it not the greateſt 


iſhnefs tend ro Miſery? Is it not Miſery in 
it ſelf conſider d? Sin and Puniſhment are 


correct thee, thy Ways and thy Doings have pro- 


on Iniquity ſhall take the wicked bimſelf, and 


you. See your own Intereſt, conſult your 
own Welfare, and don't rob God of the Uſe 
and Service of his Creatures. Don't contemn 
his Right of Government. Don't ſay you 
had rather diſpleaſe him by breaking his Law, 


before you, conſider wherein your Safety 
in following the Conduct of Senſe before Rea- 


Bodies, not in being Slaves to a brutiſh Appe- 
tite, not in preferring temporal things before 


_ abſolute 


— 


. 
© 


pſolute Proprietors, not in being at your own 
3 iſpoſal and in your own Hands, not in ſeek- 
Ing principally the things of this Life before 
Pnother, not in truſting your ſelves rather 
ban God, not in living as if you were unac- 


gs 


Tountable after this Life, no; for Self as ſe- 


parated from its State of Dependance and 
Pubjection, is in a State of Miſery, and in 
he broad Way to eternal Miſeryr. 


wy 


Return home to God, your ultimate Good 
Fand final Reſt, by Faith in the Mediator as 
Euthorized, and uſe diligently the ſubordinate 
Means of Grace. Wait dependently on the 
ſppicir of Grace, for that Grace that will ena- 
ple you to cloſe with Chriſt, as commiſſion d 
Jo recover you to Happineſs in God, by re- 
Novering you to your Knowledge of God, 
Pependance on God, and Subordination to 
Bod and your ſelves. The Ends of this Prin- 
iple of Self preſervation can only be attain'd 
by Faith in the Mediator. The Goſpel 
hews you the only true Way to get Faith. 
Read this Goſpel; attend on the Miniſtry ; 
exerciſe your reaſoning Powers about your 
Safety and the Way thereto. Look upward 
by Prayer for divine Help, and don't deny 
your ſelves the Enjoyment of the higheſt y 
Good, by refuſing to diſclaim and renounce 
Carnal ſar. ſinful, fooliſh, rebellious, bru- 
hin ſelf. Don't refuſe the Solaces of Angels 
ſor the Pleaſures of a brutiſh Appetite. God 
will attain his End upon you whether you 
Pill or no. You may fin your ſelf from un- 
ler his Favour, but not from under his Do- 
minion. His Will muſt be done upon you, 
r not done by vou. Lord, ben thy Hand is 


A Diſcourſe of Gods Num 93 
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John 7. 


17. 


Keb. 116. 2 in cheir Nature to make Trial. , 


Confuſion of your own Faces? ? And there 
foreſhew Compaſſon to your ſelves: act lik 


but neceffarily and marurally * delice [ ale 


G68 wiſe Methods of Graee, to qua 
preſent Reward. © Veu need not ſtay till th 


Things: Make but an Experiment, and: yo 
may be ſatisfied here. - Reſign Mir 


ien wer n as , I beg 
Het they wr not go-to tn th 45 Gol! 


Way, muſt go to Hell ia their own''Way 


He will make you know whoſe Word ſha 


fand, yours or God's.” 'Doiyou provoke th 
| * to- Jealoufy? Are you ſtrenger tha 


Do you net provoke your ſelves to th 


that cannot dane & iſery and Tormen, 


* * preſervation. | 
Joe enforce your Submiflion tt 


you for Glory: Conſider the Certainty of 
other Life, to be aſſur'd of the Truth d 


Four -Souk 
uietly into che Hinds of an autheriz d Me: 
ator, as authorized. Conſent heartily t 


nis Work and Office; confeienciouſly*follos 
his Conduct. Give up your ſelves 'withs 
much =p 4 to pleaſe God, as you han 
done to pleaſe the Bleſh, and 1 dare ventin 


all that's e in this and the other Worll 
your. Labour ſhall:not be in vain. The g. 
eious God will not ſuffer you to be finally 
diſappointed. If any Man will'do bis Will, 
ſhalt know of - the Dothrine whether it be of Gul 
or whether 7ſpiak of ny ſelf. No better wayn 


be aſſur d o the Truth than by doing God" 
WWII. The Goodneſs of the ivine Natur: 
the Fitneſs of the Means, and his very Com 


mand co uſe them, earrieth Encouragement 


i 


* 
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i 4 Rewarder of them that diligently fork has 

His Precepts as to Eating and Drinking, 

carrieth Encoura nt enough that ordina- 

rily God will bleſs ſuitable Food for che Pre- 

ſervation of natural Life. Does not his Com- 

mands to hear, read and pray, carry En. 

courigement that he will ordinatily ble 

the iligemm Uſe thereof LON: the beget- 

ting and perfecting Grace? Make Trial, 

Taft wy of* that the pn eee, and I doubt 

nat yo will ſay as the Samaritant, Nqw we John 4. 
heli ue, not becduſe of thy Saying, fur 'we have 42. 

beard him our ſel uus, and know that this is indeed 

the- Chriſt, the Sawiowr of the World, '.A May be, 

2 Who can tell, a Peradventure, a Who 

knows but, is a powerful Motive to greet 
Undertakings as to the Things of this Life.; 
and ſhall not this be ſufficient to engage us to 

m for God, and our Salvation? What moves . 

che Merchant to adventure, but perhaps he 

may have a good Return? What greater 

| Encouragement has the Seeds-man than a 

May be ſhall have a good Harveſt? What 

greater Morive had Baymoh to read the Roll in 

the Ears of the People, but It may be they 

WW will:preſent their Supplication and return? 

what Motive did God himſelf give Jeremia Jer. 36. 
to preach to Fulah, but It may be they pill 23. 6, 7. 

| bear and return? Read Joel 2. 13, Ss, . 

| knows if he mill return and leave 4 Bleſſing * 

may be tht the: Lord of Hoſts: wie Fai Amo 5. 

Who can tell if God will turn aan from his fieree Jonah 286. 

Anger, that ait per in nat, Teph. n. 3. I me 

abe ſtall le bid in the Day of bis "_— Tf an 8.22. 

M0 prrbaps the Thoughts: of their Heart may be forgi- 

*. _ all cheſs afford Encouragement.to 
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3 Ne r 
ümprove received Talents, then much more 
the Certainty of a preſent Reward, as an Ear. 
neſt of a greater. Therefore labour for th 
. Meat that endures to eternal Life: Strive to ent 
in at the ſtraigbi Gate Work out your” Salvation, 
Fortis God that 'works in yon both to will 
and to do; of his good Pleaſure. Ohriſt ac. 
5 the Ends of his Suretiſhip: by hi 
Spirit, cconfiſtently with the Honout of God 
- Authority; and the Exerciſe of Man's rea. 
2 Oi ſonable Nature. As we can do nothing with. 
do0urtt his Aſſiſtance, ſo he ordinarily will not 
aſſiſt but in the Way of Diligence. The firſt 
and ſecond Cauſe ate united in Operation, 
II is no Diſhenour for the ſupream to wort 
Ked 2. with the ſubordinate. Man Goings are of the 
1 Lord; bo then ban be underſtand: his | Way? 
Prov. 22. And yet the wiſe Mam Eyes are in bis Head. 1 
As not in Man that walketh to direct his Steps ; ani! 
yet the prudent Man fore ſeeth the Euil, and hide 
himſelf. * Chriſt ſaves his Church in ſuch a 
wiſe Order as maintains the Glory of hi 
Office ; and yet exerciſeth the Sinner i. 
Thoughts and Care, in working out his Sal- 
vation. Divine Habits are infus'd after the 
Manner of acquir'd Habits, and the Neceſſi- 
ty of ſpecial Grace to enable us to comph Me 
with Chriſt as authorized, does not preclude 
but enforce Induſtry. e. 88 
Lash. From the Conſideration of the Di- 
vine Wiſdom in the Application of Redemp- 
tion, we infer che Reaſonableneſs of conti- 
mued Submiſſion to God's wiſe: Methods of 
. Grace, for the exerting,” exerciſing and per- 
fecting of Grace. Yow that are regenerate" 
muſt continue: to act as Children of Cod the 
Po ; I: ph | ON Pather, 


- 
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Father, 4s Members of God the Son, and as 
Temples of God the Holy Ghoſt. Reſign all 
to your abſolute Sovereign; fubject all to your 
rightful Governour ; thankfully receive all 
from your gracious Beriefacor : Perſeverein 7 } 
the Exerciſe of daily Self- ſurrender, Subje- w_ 
| ion and Gratitude; Continue teachable, | [: 
| as Chriſt's Diſciples ; governable, as his Sub: þ 
jects, in a Way of abſolute Reliance on his | 
8 Merits. Continue your Subordination to te 
CE Spirit's Office: ' Uſe ſubſervient Means with . 
Diligence: Concur with his OperKions :' 4 
Depend on his Aﬀiſtance and improve al! 


Means and Seafons of his Help. You have 
EF Encouragement fo to do; for the Word of Acts 20. 4 
God's Grace is able to build you up. Paſtors are gi- 322. 1 


Tags for VA 1 of rhe Saints; and Chriſt —— 4. - bf 
M4 


Whas pray d, Sanify them through thy Truth ; John 15. 


Eby Word is Truth: To enforce which Advice, 17. 
ff. That all the Ends and Uſes whereunto bt 
ou were enabled to receive Chriſt, as autho- + 
„ 
Fbough ] bad already attain d, either were already 12,13, 14. Fi 
Perfect: but I follow after, if that I may appre- K ti 
bend that for which alſo I am apprebended of Chriſt | 
7 ſus. Bret hren, I count not my ſelf to have ap- 5 
Prebended; but this one thing I do, ſorgeriing ww. 
Wings which are behind, and reaching forth unto | 1 
F boſe things which are before; I preſs towards the 4 
Mark, &c. From a Senſe of Ignorance of 
the Chief Good, 'and the Way to its Enjoy- 
nent, you conſented to God-man, as Pro- 
phet, to be inſtructed; and do you need no 
ore Knowledge of God's Attributes, of the 
nviſible State, and Goſpel Myſteries! - Do 
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Diſeaſe and Remedy, 
7 Dangers, of cone: Sori and Sup- 
ports? Are 
Darkneſs? Are you yet «ks, the Apoltle, 
who knew but in part? Does nor your Cove. 
nant conſent to Chriſt as your Teacher, bind 
you to a regular Dependance on him for per- 
fecting of your Knowledge? Does not the 
Ends and Uſes whereunto: your receiv'd, hin, 
bind you to a continued Submiſſion to his 
wiſe Methods of Grace? Muft not you hear, 
read, pray and ſtudy the more in Reliance on 


Spirit's Teachings ? Does not your Negle& 


nant-Relation To 


comply With Saab: as your Prieſt 555 Advo- 
cate, to be acquitted and accepted as righte- 


his Righreovlaeſs to keep you in à State of 
Acceptation? Could you, when awaken' 
2 Wet a AION "as 15 e 0 


3 


Fe I 
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We. 
you, need no further Info 


mation of Chriſt 
Perſon, * and MER of the Suit- 
ablench of of he ls 5585 ot the 
Law, of the alignity 2 Sin, and Keeley 
ey of 12 Do... oY 15 no clearer 
epkionsof che Spirit's Offi ce, your Re. 
lation to Father, Son, and Spirit, and the 
Obligations thence reſulting: ? Are not yot 
Apprehenſions dark e the New Co. 
venant; its Benefits, Terms, and the Relac- 
Wh when C2 Chrilt os ro the Lei by 
ertue there u not need more 
Knowledge of a Po * 9 our{elves, of your 
your Snares and 


ere no Remainders of Soria 


the Rede ar. and in Sobſerriency to his 


hereof contradict the Delignot your Cove. 
Did you not from a 'Senſs of your Gul 


ous before God? And do yon. not daily need 
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of the Wrath of God, and the Law's Curſe, 
find: any Refuge but in Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
neſs? Oppoſe any thing to ſtrict Juſtice? Or 
interpole any thing betwixt che Law's Curſe, 
and your guilty Souls, but that? What elfe 
could you then bottom your Hopes of Par- 

don upon, as anſwering the Demands of ſtrict 
juſtice, as ſecuring the Honour of God's At. 
tributes? Not on any thing wrought in you, 
or done hy yon, but on Righteouſneſs great- 
er than that of innocent Adam, greater than 
was required by the Law of Works, greater 
than that of an Angel, yea, than of all the E- 
lect Angels: even upon the whole Perfor- 
mance of God man in our Nature. 
Conſidering the Holineſs of God, the Ex- 
tent of his Law, the Terror of his Majeſty, 
| and Defects of our beſt Services, nothing can 


be our pleadable Security at God's Bar, ac- No 


8 cording to the Terms of the Goſpel, but the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. We muſt all ſay as 

David, If thou, Lord, ſpouldſt mark Iniquity, O Plat. 103. 
Lord, who could ſtand. Enter not into Fudgment 3 4 
with thy Servant, O Lord. We don't preſent our 28 143. 
Suapplications far our own Righteouſneſs, but for Pan. 9. 
thy great Mercy. Tho I were righteous, yes would 18, 
I make Supplicationto my Fudge. We need daily Job 9. 13. 
Pardon as much as daily Bread. Deſerve co 
be daily, condemned, and therefore need 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to keep us in a State of 
Acceptance with God. In many things we of- Jam. 3. 2. 


fend all 1 There 15 not a ſuſt Man upon Earth t h at Eccl. 7. 20. 


N is e Prov. 20. 
does good, and ſins not. I ha can ſay, I am clean, 9. 


lem pure from mine Iniquity., If 1 ſhould ſay I Job 9.20. 


en perfect, that ill prove me perverſe. Tho' 
pon your firſt Gn with Chriſt Yeu ers 


” 
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" a from eternal Condemiiation, yet 
there i3'a'Succeſlion of Guilt to be daily ta 
ken off, you have daily Sins of Infirmity as 
you are imperfect, to be pardon'd, and Were. 
fore muſt have conſtant Recourſe to Chriſt 
Your Covenant-Conſent to your Saviour 


| binds to 2 continued” hath oqanay rag ef his | 


Righteouſneſs, 1 
Did you notfrom a Senfe of your Rebell. 
ens and Weakneſs, conſent to Chriſt as your 
Head of vital Influence to be ſubduid and 
ſtrengthen' d? Have oe remaining Aver. 
ſion to be overcome? No abiding Enmity to 
be ſubdued ** No Weakneſs to be fupported 
under, No Principles of Rebellion to be de. 
ſtroy d? Are you perfectly compliant with 
Gocke Eaw? Have you yet attained? Is not 
Grace weak, Corruption ſtrong, Temptati. 
ons violent, and conſequently don t you need 
to be ſtrengthened : > Do'snot the End where: 
unto you receiv d'Chriſt bind you to à con- 
ſtant Dependance on him? Are the Deſigns 
of his Mediation perfectly. attain'd? There- 
fore continue your Submiſſion to God's wile 
| Methods of Grace, forthe exerting,” exerci- 
fing, and perfe@ing of Grace. Olten re- 
new your Choice of him, Surrender to him, 
and Reliance on him. Daily advance in your 
Knowledge of him, and love to him. Ger 
nearer to him in Aſſimilation and Fruition. 
Jo neglect ſubordinate Means under a pre- 


tence of exalting Chriſt is vile Preſumption; : 


to neglect Dependance on. Chriſt under a pre- 
tence of Diligence in the Uſe of Means, is 
ſinful Idolatry. Therefore rely intirely on 
him as authoriv/d ; in his way have 3 
2 | | K e- 
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Recourſe to him; | Continue your Submiſli- | 
on to his wiſe Methods of Grace; and abſo- 
lutely depend on his Grace. 


249. Conſider your daily Neceſſities as new 
Creatures, call for conſtant Communications 
of Divine Help and Strength from Chriſt, and 
therefore muſt continue your Submiſſion to 
God's wife Methods of Grace. Our Being 

and Action is dependant on God as Creatures, 
much more: as new Creatures. In him we Acts 1. 
move and live, and have our Being. If naturalz8. 
Lite and Motion can't be maintain'd without 

a cauſal Influx from God as the Author of Na- 
ture, chen ſpiritual Life and Action can- 

not be maintain'd without vital Influxes 
from God in Chriſt, as the Fountain of 


Grace. God has given us eternal Life in bis Son. ſohn. T6. 


All is in ann and cauſally, as in our 12. 
common Store-houſe. The Believer being 
left to trade only with his firſt Stock, would 
quickly prove a Bankrupt : He needs there- 
fore conſtant Emanations of Life, Light, 
and Love from his Head of vital Influence. 
Old Comforts will no more ſupport under 
freſh Trials, without new Supply, than the laſt 
Week's Proviſion will ſupport us the next. 

The Comfort therefore God gave Paul was, 


I Grace is ſufficient, what I have to diſpence, Cor 12. 


to impart and communicate, ſhall be ſuf- 9. 
| ficient, not what thou haſt already receiv'd. 
As Creatures we are defective, neceſſitous, 
and dependant: And therefore God's Mer- 


3 cies muſt be renewed every Morning. . Old En- 1 m. 3. | 


joyments will not bear up under new Diſtreſs 23. * 
without preſent Aids. One that has had large 
Experience of Divine Favour, under former 


8 


T ³˙ mm . ]⁵— 


Deſertion, can ſcarce bell how to bear up un- | 
der new Deſertion. Tho he has found Gods I + 
Plal. 63. loving Rindueſs better than Life, yet he is ready to 
50 8 cry out, Lord, where are thy former lowing 
. 29, Kindneſſes. Tho he could once fay, The. Lord 
Ham. 3. #5 my Portion, yet then he is ready to complain, 
J | 244 My Strength and my Hope is periſh from the 
$ Ver. 18. Lord. Therefore as we need new Influences 
1 of Life and Strength from Chriſt, ſo we muſt 
continue our Submiſſion to God's wiſe Me- 
thods of Grace for it. Becauſe God has ſto- 
red up all we need as to Grace and Comfort 
in Chriſt; conſequently he muſt be our All 
inour Want of all. We are imperfect Crea 
tures: Our Knowledge mix d with Igno- 
rance, our Faith with Unbelief, our Hope 
with Diſtruſt, our Reverence of God with 
flaviſn Fear, and therefore muſt have daily 
Recourſe to Chriſt. As Neceſſities return, 
Supplies muſt recurn, or we ſhall languiſh 
t ß 
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z3ah. Conſider that the Delight which ari- 

ſes from a felt Union of the Soul with the 
Hhigheſt Good, will be a ſufficient Reward of 
all, your Diligence in the Uſe of Means 
There is not only a Federal Union, whence 
reſults a Right in Goſpel Immunities and Pri- 
vileges, but a Union of Will and Deſigns, 
with God, by reaſon of a Con- natural Princi- 

ple, whence will ariſe Divine Complacencies. 
Ihe more this Principle is improy'd by holy 
Actings, the more is the Soul con-naturaliz'd 
© the State of Things aboye, whence flows 
Subſtantial Delights. An intellectual Facul- 
ty muſt have an intellectual Object, from its 
Union whereto, ariſe intellectual * 


v * 
Fl 


* 
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A eee God's Wien, 103 
As its Thirſt after Happineſs is boundleſs, ſo | 


muſt the Object thar ſatisfies its Deſires, an! | 
che Delight that it has in the Enjoyment = | 
thereof, be ſurpalling: From the Largene & | 


of its Capacities, we may gather the Large- 4 
neſs of that Good v hich muff fl them; 5 | i 
both, we may gather the excellent Nature ofits ns 
Enjoyments: And from altogether,theReaſon- | 
ableneſs of Induſtry in che Of: of ſubordinate | 
Means, for a Meetneſs and Aptitude in order 1 
to Divine Communion. - God and the Crea- -. 
ture are not ſo far diſtant, butaCommerce may — _ 
be ſettled betwixt them. He ſenſibly at fome | [ 
times communicates his Love and Grace to 2 | 
qualified Subjects, upon which the holySoul is IM 
enabled to ſpend all its Powers moſt glatly | 
and reverently upon God. Then it thinks ” 
no Care too great, no Induſtry too much, 1 
no Caution too powerful to prevent the In- bl 
terruption of its Converſe, and procure the 1 
| Continuance thereof. The Deſcent of holy [ 
Life, Light and Love from God, cauſes the 1 
Soul's vigorous Aſcent. towards God. From | 
both ariſes filling Enjoyments. The Fruits 
of diſtinguiſhing+ Love in the Forecaſts of 


Heaven are unſpeakably ſweet. The Conſola .. 
tions of God are not ſmall. The Peace a God paſ- 19 15- I 
ſeth all Underſtanding. The Loving-4 indneſs of pj 4 7. 
Gold is better than Life. In ſuch a Seaſon the pil. 53.3. 4 
Believer enjoys an Heaven on this fide Hea- —- 
ven: Lea, has an Heaven as it were opened _ { 
from within. God honours himſometimes wich | 


the Beamings forth of Divine Favour ; upon 
which, from clear Ideas of his being the moſt = 
con- natural Good, it predominantly cleaves 
to him, longs after him, and rejoyces in him 
8 „ as 
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A Diſcourſe of. God's Wiſdom. 
as ſuch. Oh then what clear Conceptions of 
his Gracious Nature and Lovelineſs? How 


plainly is Truth diſcerned in its fulleſt Evi. 


dence? What Freedom of Thought about Di- 


Soul towards God? What firm Dependance 


vine Objects? What a mighty Tendency of 


on him, and profound Complacency in him? 


What ſatifying Taſts of Divine Love? What 


deep Impreſſions of Holineſs are made hereby? 


- What reſtleſs Endeavours within the Soul af- 


ter more intimate Union to, and fuller En- 


joyment of God? How weary of its diſtant 


State? How is it burden'd with remainin 
Sin ? Diſengag'd from earthly Things, an 


fatisfiedly reſtleſs to be above? It reſts in its 


of Love? What delightful Enlargements ? 
41h). Conſider that the Comfort of enjoy. 


Enjoyments ; but can't perfectly reft, becauſe 
of the Imperfection thereof. Oh then what 


pleaſant Outgoings of Soul to God? What 
Raiſedneſs of Temper ? What lively Actings 


* 


ed Communion in the Church below, is a 


above. Every Taſte of Divine Goodneſs is 
not only matter of preſent Chearfulneſs, but 


Pledge of perfect Communion in the Church 


ground of future Hope. Spiritual Experience 


Pil. „ 


therefore ſhouldexcite Induſtry: ITis not on- 
ly Soul- ſatisfying while enjoy d, but an Ear- 
neſt of more. Thou haſt holden me by thy right 


Hand. What uſe does he make of it, v. 21. 
Thou wilt guide me by thy Counſels, and after- 
Ward receive me to Glory. That preſent Sup- 


port was an Earneſt of further Good. Tbe 


Lord is my Shepherd, I ſhall not ant. He re- 


| ſores my Soul. Upon the Review whereof he 
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low me all the Days of my Life, ver. 6. Infinite it 
Goodneſs will never finally diſappoint choſe - Þ 
ardent Deſires after him, Which an over- N 
powering Senſe of his own Love has enkind- 
ed in holy Souls. He will never reject his 
own Work, or deny hisown Life, nor raiſe 
the Soul to ſuch Mounts of Viſion, if he 
did not intend it for the Beatific Viſion. If 
the Lord would bave pleasd to kill us, be Judg, 137 Ds 
would not have actepted our Offering, nor 2. 
ſhewed us all theſe things. He would never 
have begun ſuch a Work of Holineſs, ifhe did 
not deſign it for Happineſs. But former re- 
ceived Mercies, are Earneſts of furure Mer- 
cy. The Earneſt of the future Inheritance is 
ſuch an Aſſurance as is alſo a part thereof. 
The Delights which reſult from ſpiritual In- 
tercourſe are not only ſatisfying while en- 
joy*d, but a Ground to hope for Perfection. 
They not only ſupply the preſent Wants, but 
encourage future Dependance. The Pſal- 
miſt pleads, By thee have been holden up from pgl 76.10 
the Womb, ver. 6. Therefore caſt me not off in the | . 
time of Old Age, forſake me not when my Strength 
| faileth, God would loſe the Glory of former 
Mercies if he ſhould give no further Mercies. 
He who has deliver d, and doth deliver, may be 2 Cor. 1. 
depended on, that he will deliver, Paſt Experi- 10. 
ence therefore of Divine Love, muſt en 1 
gage to Diligence in working out our Sal. 
vation. F Td ES, Pk 
' Fthly. Conſider therefore, that tis not 
want of Goodneſs in God, but of Faith and  _ 1 
Fitneſs in us, that obſtructs Divine Commun : 
cations. God is good and does good, eſſen- 
tially and diſtributively good. As he 6 — 
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therefore muſt have a Propenſion in 


I Diſcourſe of God's Wiſdom. | 
Firſt of Beings, fo the Beſt of Beings, and 

terefoi is Na- 
ture to diffuſe of his Goodneſs to capable Sub- 
jects. Conſequently it muſt be our ſinful Un. 
fitneſs that bars the Effuſions thereof. The 


th. 59+ 1, Lord's Hand is not ſhortned that he cannot ſave, 


mor his Ear beavy that he will not hear, but OM 
 Tniquities ſeparate betwixt God and you. 11 we 


. were better towards him, we might receive 
1+ better from him, Open thy Mouth wide and ! 


will flit. Our Hearts are naturally ſo oppo- 
ſite to Good, ſo void of holy Deſires, fo 
thirſty afrer things temporal, as to intercept 
the Beams of Divine Favour : To obſtruct 


the Communications of his Grace, and in- 
terpoſe betwixt a gracious God and neceſſi- 
tous Creatures. We might ordinarily have 


more Peace of Mind, more Joy in the Holy 


Ghoſt, more Aſſurance of God's Love, if we 
walked more cloſely and circumſpectly with 


God: and therefore none muſt blame God, 


but lay the Blame upon themſelves, thatthey 


enjoy no more of his Goodneſs. Tis our Inca- 
pacity and Indiſpoſition that bars Divine 


Communications. God is the Univerſal 


Good, and therefore the moſt diffuſive Good: 


conſequently the Deſign of Chriſt's Work is 
not to make God better, but us better; not 
to render God more diſpoſed to do us good 


but us more diſpoſed to receive the Fruits o 
his Goodneſs. It was not God that loſt his 


_ Goodneſs by the Fall, but Man: and there- 
fore the Change to be made muſt be on Man, 
not on God who is unchangeably Good. This 

his Goodneſs was everlaſtingly ready to 

ſtream forth from his own ſelf· communicative 


455 courſe ſe T God, 17 "TY 


Filneſs | unto ca pable ubjeAs, { 


continue your PAY on to his wiſe Me- 


thods of Grace, perſevore inthe Uſe of Means, 
in order to remove a ſinful Incapacity. Is. 


the As: the Lord ſtraitned? Are be bis Mica.2 7 


Doings? . Don't my 5 ords do good o him that 
walketh uprightly.” 0 is as merciful to de- 
ſign Good, as gracious to promiſe Good, and 
as powerful to perform his Promiſe as ever: 


but the Reaſon why he threatens and not pro- 


miles, is from your ſelves, not from any De- 
cay of Merc 575 him. Do you as Jacob did, 
and you ſhall have what Jacob had; be of det⸗ 
ter Carriage towards him, and you ſhall re- 
| ceivea better Meſſ: from him. The Crea- 
ture ſtands differently in a different Relation, 
and becomes capable of different Diſpenſati- 
ons, as it alters from bad to good, or from 
good to better; or contrariwile: the Capaci- 
ty or Incapacity of the Receiver does much as 
to all Changes, tho efficiently nothing at all. 
Therefore labour for ſuch a receptive 17 80 
ty as makes meet for the Divine Favour. God 
would not have his People take up with aft 
Mercies ſo as to look no further. The Re- 
mainders of Spiritual Bleſſings in the Cove- 
nant to be communicated 7 7 
ding to our Fitneſs or Unfitneſs, ſhews God 
would not have us to take up with preſent 
Attainments, but to endeavour after an A: 
titude for more. Tis certainthoſe that alk 
moſtcloſel ly with God, that improve prelent 
Talents, that maintain a good Frame, that 
abound in holy Ejaculations, ſhall ordinarily 
bave more grounded Peace, more gracious 


Anſwers, more inward Supports, and con- 


firming 
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Pal. 119. 


© > 
Heb. 12. 
10. 


II. 


 Mercies. 


A Defenſe oh Goes Haſpony. 
firming Experience. of God's Favour, than. 
{ach as by Omiſſions or indulg'd Careleſneſs 


indiſpoſe themſelves. Therefore we muſt 


lay the Blame of our Dejections and Com- 


plaints upon our ſelves, not upon God. Tis 
not the want of Goodheſs in God, but 


of Fitneſs in us, that hinders our Spiritual 
FC ˙ ( 1 A SBI 


- 6thly. Confider that the Nearneſs of the 


Covenant Relationdoes not exempt from the 
moſt ſevere Chaſtiſements; in default of per- 


ſevering Diligence. As the Hypoſtatic Uni- 


on did not free Chriſt the Head of the Church 


from che ſevereſt Trials, when he ſtood in 
our Stead on Earth : So the Myſtical Uni- 
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finally reject them. The Nearneſß of your 
Relation to him ſhall not protect you from 
Afffictions of Soul, Body, Eſtate, Relations 
and good Name, ifthey are not diligent in 
Working out their Salvation. You only have 1 
krivzpn, therefore will I poo 'you. And of all 
Troubles, Soul Troubles are the moſt grie 
vous, 4 wounded Spirit, who can bear. Con- Prov. 18. 
ſide ring the Greatneſs of God, the Frailty of 
Man, the Nature of ſpiritual Troubles, the | 
Souls receptive Capacity of God's Frowns,  - 
and the Sympathy betwixt Soul and Body, 
we muſt conclude the Beamings forth of his 
Diſpleaſure are dreadful. And how can it be o- 
therwiſe, if we conſider they are of the ſame 
Nature with thoſe that conſummate the Mi- 

ſery of the Damned. There's the Puniſhment 

of Loſs: at ſuch a Seaſon, the Soul in its wm 
Apprehenſion has loſt the Favour of God; 

hence are theſe Complaints, Lord, why haſt 


thou caſt off my Soul? Why bideſt thou thy Face 14. 
from me. It feels unfpeakable Perplexity ari- 
ſing from ſuch Apprehenſions, and herein un- 
dergoes the Puniſhment of Senſe. I was at Job 16. 

| Eaſe, but he hath broken me aſunder. He breaks 12, 13, 14. 
me With Breaches, and runs upon me like a 

| Giant, Tremembred God, and was troubled, my plal. 77.2. 
Spirit was overwhelmed. It concludes from what — 
it feels, that its Caſe is unalterable, and a 
Fore-runner of an eternal Separation ; hence 


are theſe Cries, Is his Mercy clean gone, will Pal. 77.7. 


be be favourable no more? Has be in Anger ſhut 8. 9. 
up his tender Mercies? One that hath felt theſe 


Sorrows cannot but pray as David, Lord, re- Flal. 6. 1. 


luke me not in thy Wrath, neither chaſten me in 
thy bot Diſpleaſure. By theſe dreadful and Soul- 
5 wenne 


Amos 3.2: 


ne 


wounding. Cor ecigns, God. ſheuis us the E 
of ceifling with his Covenant 3 of diſowning 
his Right of Government; Wi U Hong to re- 
membranceourVowsand.our Negle&530 
Fee Greatneſs of his Majeſty; th 
Malignity o in; and will increaſe our Re- 
verence f his Holineſs; 1 This way 
the Danger oi 20 the great Differ 
1 and Heaven, and warns athe 
to walk ** bly. wich "Gol Thus will he 
h us Sympathy with othy C55, PIRVem 
our future Abuſe. 7 his Acious| Pre- 
lende. and prepare for greater 
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CHF, aud Daniel Jackſon, the Bi. 


ble and Three Crowns / in * Pl 
* Method for Prayer, with Soriprue ng ces, 


thew Hemy, Miniſter of the Goſpel at Cheſter. 


Hora Lyrice, Poems chiefly of the Lyric Kind, in : 


Three Books; I. Sacred to Devotion and Piety 
II. To Vertue, Honour and Friendſhip, III. Tot 


Mache ry of the Dead. By I. Fates. The Second E- | 


dition, alter'd and much enlarg c. 
The Character and Dignity of an old Diſciple; 06- 
eaſion d by the Death of Mr. John Funker, of Henly 


in Warwickſhire, June 12, 1709. iat. 85, 'Exem- | 
plified in the Life and Death of holy Job + By Jof. 


Porter. Job lt. ult. Sh died Fob, being old ang ful 


F Days. 


Winter Melitations * or, a Sermon concerning Froſt, | 


and Snow, and Winds, and the Wonders of / God 


therein. The Third Edition corrected, by Jobn 3 2 


tr. Price 3 4. 


The e of the Marquis de Tangalle is; con- 
taining an Account of the moſt ſecret Intrigues of the 


French, Spaniſb, and Bavarian Courts; and the moſt 


remarkadf attles, Sieges, and Encampments, in 


Germany, Spain, and Flanders Together with the 


moſt ke able Treaties and Alliances made with © 


France, from the Year 1687, to the Year 1210. in- 


termix'd with feveral Original private Letters (never 


before made publick) written by the Feach King, 


Charles III. of Spain, Card. Tor tocarero, Prince Eugene, 


Duke of Anjou, Duke of Marlborough, EleRor of Ba- 
varia, Duke of Ormond, Marg. de Torcy, Monſ. 4 Au- 
verquerque. The Second, Edition. Tranſlated from 
the French, and continued to the preſent Time, 


Practical Diſcourſes on ſeveral important and uſe- 


ful Subjects. By that late Reverend Divine, Mr. Ts. 
Afrwood, Miniſter of the Gofpel at Peckham. 
Sermons on Effettyal Calling, and other im 


Subje&s, tending 1. promote Practical Religion: 
| Preach'd in Briſtol, by eee, — wy 
ihe Golper there, Is.” 3: 


oper to be uſed under each Hes Head. "By * | 
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A Practical Diſcourſe of Secret Prayer, on Matt her 


| v5.6, With an Appendix of God's Anſwering Prayer 
By John Barret, M. A. Minifter of the Goſppl in Nor- 


tine bam. 


Practical Diſcourſes of Singing in the Worſhip. of 
God, ; preach'd at the Friday Lecture in Eafe-C| apy 


by ſeveral. Miniſters, © + . 
A Confeſſion of Faith at the publick Ordination of 


I. Bradbury, With an Exhortation to Miniſters and 


People. By Mr, J Shower, 


” 


. . Sermons on ſeveral Subjects; viz; of Pride, Luxu- 


8 


ry, Idleneſs, Unmercifulneſs ; of Uncleanneſs; of 
future Puniſhments and Rewards; of Education; of 


the Knowledge of God; of the Service of God; of 


Sincetity and Cheerfulneſs therein, and ſeveral other 


uſeful Subjects. Being the Fifth Volume, By J. G- 


nant, D. D.  Publiſh'd by ohn late Lord Biſhop of 
Cbicheſter. ts „%%% ò i 
The Divine Right of the Revolution conſider'd, 


in tuo Sermons on the 5th of November, 1707, 1708. 


By Tho. Bradbury, 


Readineſs for Death urg'd from our pot knowing 


the Time of it. In a Sermon'occaſion'd by the Death 


of Mr. Norwich Salisbury jun. WhO was kill'd aboard 


a Merchant-Ship near Graveſend, by a Cohorn, on 


4 


Friday the 224 of Odob. 1708. By T. Bradbury. 
Some Forms of Prayer for the Uſe of Families and 


private Perſons. Taken out of Mr. Henry's Method 


for Prayer. To which is added by the ſame Author, 
Prayers before and after the Receiving, the Lord's 


A Sermon preach'd on Tuſeday, Nov, 7. 1710. 
Being the Day of Thankſgiving appointed by Her Ma. 
jeſty for the Succeſſes of the laſt Campaign in Flan- 

ders and Spain. By Thomas Bradbury, Price 3 l. 
Diſcourſes on ſeveral Uſeful Subjects, viz. 1. A 
Scriptural Eſſay about the Woman's Seed: 2. An Eſ- 
ſay about a mare effectual Preaching of God's Word 
by the Miniſters with Benefit to the Hearers. 3. An- 


richriſt is the Setpent's Seed. 4. Some few Remarks 


on the Maſs. 5. Some Obſervations on the Council 


of Trent. 6. A Diſcourſe abqut Prophets and Inſpira- 


tion. 7. A new Catechiſm after the French Mode. 
8 The Author's Confeſſion of Faith. By John 
Gailhard Gent, F 


